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PREF'ACE. 



npEIE followmg work has been written 
exactiy five years since the cobiposi« 
don of my '^ Don Sebastian :" I fear the 
experience of those years has visibly left 
its print upon the sentiments and the 
Story. 

In my former productions I was justly 
accusedy bya, public critic, ofmakingmy 
<< characters too .good, and my events too 
happy." Perhaps in " The Recluse of 
Norway'' I may have feilen into an oppo- 
site extreme : and the Reader may conclude 
that the illusions of iearly life have given 
place to too gloomy a perception of painful 
realities. 

I have to intreat^ therefore, that who- 
ever reads my work» will rather compare 
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other novel*writers. If I recoUect aright, 
the dispute between Norway and Sweden 
was not then agitated ; therefore, by ascer* 
taining the date of my production, I place 
my sincerity beyond a doubt. 

läo large a list of Errata appears at the 
end of the first two volumes, that I hold 
it my duty to exculpate the printer from 
the Charge of carelessn^s» 

The proofs of tbese two volumes were 
not corrected by myself ; and the friend to 
whom I deputed the troublesome task, had 
great difEculty in decyphering my hand«- 
writing, and very Uttle time for the employ- 
meaU 

I therefore request the reader will par- 
don the numerous errors, and rectify them 
ere he begins the work« 



Long'DiHony 
Septem&r 3d, 1814. 
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CHAPTER I. 

nPHE long line of coast .which fortns onc 
boundary to the kingdom of Norway, 
18 brpken into shapes of picturesque wild- 
ness. In .some parts, its black and perpen- 
dicular röcks present a gigantic wall that 
has defied the storms of ages; while in 
others, ihe ocean, penetrating far inland^ 
forms interbr seas, amongst forests tenanted 
by wild beast s.alone^ and mountains whose 4>^!l^ 
heads are covered with etemal snows. 

In the government of Drontheim> the 
Fiords (for so these gulphs are calied by the 
natives) frequently assume a character of 
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2 THE RECLUSE OF NORWAY. 

romantic beauty. They flow rapidly, but 

smoothly, through wooded steeps and fruit- 

^ ful valHes ; they reflect on their clear sur- 

^A^ face the images of naval objects, and of 

pastoral life \ they give food and occupation 

to an industriöus peasantry ; and, except 

when agitated by tempests, suggest to the 

Imagination only ideas of fertility and peace» 

Not so,, in the savage district of Bergen : 

there, rushing impetuously through rocks 

as steep and üiiscaleable as those of the out* 

Ward coast, the fiords carry w}th them the 

terrible magnificence of a main pcean. As 

the Riountains advance or recede, as their 

precipicee Increase or diminish^ cach fiord 

displays more or less of the sublime. Some^ 
times their stdrmy waters thunder through 
ä 'huge ravine, where crags are heaped upon 
crags, and perpetual night blacken^ the 
fathomless abyss ; then suddenly widening 
their bed, they foam round a vast amphi- 
theatfe of rocks and mountains, mingling 
jheir roar with the noise of waterfalls, the 
scream öf eagles, and the crash of brqaking 
cliffs. 



He« und there akmg the shore, the tra« 
veüer may behoid solitary hidMtations built 
tm ledges of rock, roofed vrith the ba^k of 
trees, aoad ^dcessible only by means of long 
ladders^ vfbich iron boits fasten to the solid 
gf auEid* Such habitations :are the abode df 
fiEdiermen, and persons appointed for the 
cxpedition of the post. On the mountains» 
in nttle buts covered with moss, and sur- 
roroded liy sheep, goats, and kine, dwell 
tke heidsmen« But the hamlets of the 
'wealdiier fatföbandmen are embosomed in 
long ahekef ed vallies, which form openin^s 
aironnd tke fiords, and running far inward, 
are lost at last in namelese soHtudes. 

Each hamlet has its little church ; and a 
räigle pastor, charged with the spiritual In- 
struction of several parishes, journeya tQ 
thetn alternately. Crossing tempestuous 
floods, and trackless mountains; riskidg 
bis life daily ; exposed to cold and to ban- 
ger, »to storms and to beasts of prey ; — he 
does all this, like an apostle of old, for the 
lore 6f Gody and the salvation of bis flock« 
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4 THE BECLUSE OF NORWAT. 

Should the wind blow suddenly through one 
of the mountain vallies» woe to his lonely 
bark as it totls across the fiord ! Whirling 
9n the convulsed water, the pious man may 
look in vain for some spot of earth on which 
h^ can hope to escape from utter wreck ; a 
fäthomless gulph is below» a colo8$aI ram- 
part above : the awful (land of nature her- 
seif seems to repulse him from her« Who 
shall say in what region virtue and happiness 
delight to dwell ? for it is here, amidst ste- 
rility and storms, enterprize and peril, that 
tkär-sacred föotsteps are to be traced. 

The Norwegians who inhabit the sh^res 

of these Inland seas, and who are in conse- 

qüence remote fromrthe corruptingrinfluence 

^ of the outward coast, are an amiable and 

Ciy'.^x' marily people» They live in the exercise of 

every benevolent duty ; they cultivate every 

spot of ground that is capable of culture; 

and they value each possession in proportion 

. to the toil and danger it has cost them. 

Thus, where nature would haye frowned, 
man's industry wins her into smilesj and 

i6 
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perhaps there is something peculiariy de- 
lightful to the humaa heart, in this contrast 
of rugged scenery with benevoleht manners* 
. Aboutthe yeiar 1690, at the extremity of 
one of the vallies bordering a remote branch 
of the Sogne-fiord,^ stood a low, stone cot* 
tage. It was distant from any habitation 
except a saw-mill, which, placed on the 
steep. and:wooded bänk of a romantic Uttle 
streani further äoyoti the "raiHey, had long 
formed a picturesque äiid cheerful object. 
From the ' ivied Windows of the stone cot« 
tage, the eye passed over a pretty garden (o 
this saw-mill, with its hanging trees, and 
dasbbig water 4 . thence ascending towards 
the source of the river, traced its progress 
from solitudes, where Alps rose on Alps, 
and closed* t?he scene. But ahs ! jeven these 
mmple attractioös were inoiniore to interest 
the accfdeHtal traväfllerl . 'The saw-mill 
ceased 'tbr^be wdrked,- the garden became 
overgrown with w^eds,- and the dwelling 
stood empty« /TjÄe.' fest owner had died, 
kaving. the^ oottäge^ fixe mill, and the 

B 1 



& THE BECXUSE OF NORWAY. 

gröund ä& which they stoö4^ to a dtstani 
KUtion^ ■'■:'. 

. Nothfag^ faid. beöhfÜeard of tlife persoft. 
&rinQäny;)sesirs$i but^ after diügeht search, 
he, wa& at kogth discovered üvin^ in ex- - 
ti^mie peaury iit dne of thc Ji'rcnch West 
Imlia Islands. Having served as mate ozi 
l««rd a H^b .radmg ,«sel U« occäoi. 
aily touched rtiere, he had fbrmed an a£*t 
tachment whh a French girl, married her^ 
gradttally changed his rel^on for her's, and 
finally quitted his perilous profession. En*» 
gaged 'm a land-^trade of which be knev 
aothing, evea industry and honesty £iifed': 
of success. His wife brought hnxi a nume* 
rous> «ckly offspring, (of whom none btit 
tbe youngest erer reacbed matisrity,) and. 
died herseif of a decUne, after having passed 
fifteen years with him in humble, but the 
truest naptial peace. Having lost the object 
vhose afitctbn had boond him to her birth« 
place, Dofrestpm was beginning to groan 
fbr his native land, when the uofexpectai 
fegacy of hk' consin removed him at oace 
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from poveity and exile, to home and com- 
fort. No sbips being ready to sau for a 
northe^ port, he took^hi^ passage in a 
vessel bound for Bayonne ; certain tbal from 
most parts of the French or Spanish coasts 
be must be sure of a passage to Norway. 

In the Kst of , passengers were a noble 
Spaaiard» bis ^^rife, soid their little son. 
The Spadard was a young man of a djg« 
nified and iateresting appearance ; Eis wife, 
giacefttl and gracious« Tbough their air- 
and condoct bespoke them to be of high' 
sank, äiey had few attendaiits; and they 
exacted no particular respect from their 
lellow-pass^gers. 

^ The «hip thus freigbted, was wrecked in 
the bay of Biscay, and amongsl the hvt 
persona saved, were DofrestoMiy bis son^ 
and (he little Spamard^ 

Through the roar öf the storm, Dofres« 
tom had heard the cry of ihe frantie 
mother, calling on her husband to releasa 
her ftoxß bis ztmsy as he was tiykg to 
tower her into the boat-^calUng on him to 
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I THC RECLUSE OF NORWAT« 

to save their Theodore. " He is safe j he 
is with me!" cried Dofrestom; and as he 
spoke, he held up the trembling boy from 
the boat, into which he had lieaped with him 
and bis own son. A prayer and a blessing 
were the last word^ he heard the unhappy 
fcidy utter; forthe-next riioment she was 
washed out of her husbai;id's arms. Per- 
hapäji in the wild hope of saving her, the 
distracted husband plunged ijlto the sea ; 
but it was only to perish : the same wave 
«ngulphed them both. 

The boat, though crowded with people,, 
weathered the storm, and reached the- 
French shore. Shortly afterwarde, 4)ro- 
curing a passage in another ship bound for 
Bergen^ Dofrestom set sail again, and har- 
ing gained the well-known poxt, proceeded^ 
without loss of time, to his new dwelling* 

No sooner was he in possession of the, 
Stone Cottage» than every object around it 
ässumed an air of comfort. The garden 
was cieared from weeds ; the juniper-tre^ 
that fenced it were repaired ; a cow and 
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dorne sheep were seen grazing in the pas« 
tures> and the saw-mill again resounded 
^ith the voice of cheerful laböur. The 
only near relation whom Dofrestom found 
living, was a maiden sister ; — she became 
the mistress of hh little houshold. 
, By bef hairds the oakai tables and ebony 
benches, m his^parlour^^were kept as brtght 
as glass ; pots of flowers were placed in 
every window ; and the best chämber was 
hung round with warm garments 6f her 
own spinning. After sunset, the supper 
she prepared of okerbergs and cream» or of 
trout brought from an adjacent lake, was 
always served on linen whiter than snow» 
and seasoned by her alacrtty and good^ 
humour. 

Dofrestom's house.^soon grew into dis- 
tinction for the hospitälity, neatnsss^ and 
cheerfulness that were to be found there. 
The nearest hsmilet was three miles oft*^ 
but wfaeuever any of its fiimple inhabitants 
proposed a holiday for themselves, or a. 
treat to the stranger^ whöäi business or 
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curiositj brought to Aardal, they never 
failed directiog thdür st^ps to the Stme 
Cottage, 

A smiling welcome, wholasome £cure» 
with many a wondrous tale oi fomgn land$» 
vere all that Dofrestom had to give, bat 
he gave chem freely. His ezcdlent heart 
had presenred much of its early ßiinpiscity, 
and at the sports of the children, ör the 
pointless jokes of his neighbours, he could 
still laughas merrily as themselves. 

To tbis amiable companionaUeness he 
addedi muoh piain sense and sympathy» 
The first escalüed bim into the arbiter of 
iii& nei^hboürs' dispates ; and - the latter 
imde him alike the comforter of their 
sorrows, and the heightener of tbeir joyö. 
hk Short, Dofrestom and his sister Catherine 
were universally belbved and respected. 
Completely settied, and $ati$fied with tfae. 
foture prospect of his own son» he began 
€0 tum his thoughts toward thß haji^es 
orphan whom Providence had committed 
to his car«. Gentle, timid, jand tender,* the ^ 

II 
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sveet chrkl had alreädj twiaed hiaifielf 
itNmd the hearl of the wörthy Ddfrestom« 
For a long time little Theodore remembered 
his father and bis mother distinctly ; and i& 
the midst of endearing prattle, as he hung 
Üpon the nc^rk of Catherine, would ask 
where they were, and when he might go 
^ thera. 

Alihough he spoke often of theur ship- 
wreck, and that with strong emotions, he 
had no clear idea of their iate ; and Cathe- 
rine reluctantly undertook the task of 
graduaüy impressing him with the qonvic« 
tkftk that they were no more, and that he 
mu8t consider herseif and Dofrestom in 
the light of parentcf. It was too probable 
indeed, that the poor child would never 
know any warmer friends ; for too Kttle was 
known* of his father's conditiön, to Warrant 
the hope of didcovering his rehtions. 

Dofrestom recollected, that when the 
ship he sailed in for Bayonne took up Don 
Bakhazar änd itis wife at Madeira, they 
were just landed on that islahd from a vessel 

B 6 



12 THE RECLÜSE OT NORWAT. 

bound to Spain, hui which, frorn stres» of 
weather, was obliged to stay there, and 
Vefit. No one knew, therefore, nor en- 
quired, \Ä^hence they cs^mfe, nor to what 
province of Spain they were going. 
; Dofrestom had observed them frequently 
in serious conversation as he passed on 
ddck, and from the tears in the eyes of thc 
lady, and the sadness in those of her hus- 
band^ he surmised that they were not in 
happy circumstanqes« 

One chance alone remained of.discov^r- 
ing the family of Theodore : it was by the 
conlents of a small ivory box, which had 
been washed on shore after the wreck, and 
brpuglit to Dofrestom. The name of 
Donna Aurelia Guevara carved in the 
ivory, distinguisbed it as her property ;. and 
Dofrestom, accepting . it for her orphan, 
opened it in presence of the saiior who 
picked it up, and of two or three other 
persons. 

The Contents were found to be several 
packets of ktters, evidently writtea by the 
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same hand^i (they were all in Spänish, but 
the signature of Bahhazar Guevaca s^uffi- 
ci^ntly proved them to be from the husband 
of Donna Aurelia j) some trinkets of more 
beauty than value ; and a lock of very soft 
bröwn hair^ like the hair of a child* 

Having ascertained that there was no sort 
<tf coin in the box, Dofrestom closed it 
again, and put bis seal on the fastening. 
He now tböught of this box, and justly 
concluded» that if ever any light were to be 
thrown upon the birth oL little Theodore, 
it must proceed.from those letters and trin« 
kets, At any rate there was time enough 
to poüder on what he should do» for inany 
years must pass ere the child himself would 
be of an age to share in the solicitude of 
hjs protector* 

The pastor of the neighbouring villages» 
to yfhom he impart^d these qircumstances^ 
deemed any attempl at finding out. the boy's 
relations in so distant a country as Spain 
a .chin^rkal j^hetne.^ he therefore re^ 
comAeioded Dofr^stoo;! to lower the chUd's 
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ideas of his past Situation, and never tö re» 
present bis parents bat a$ ordinary perspns« 
By sucb means, Theodore would grow up 
contented and ind^istrious ; and instead of 
wasting life in tbe pursuit^^of a rank, to 
\i^bicb after all he might not be found to 
have any claim, he would employ his youth 
in building up a respectable character, and 
an honest competence. 

This advice was too rational to be disre- 
garded by him who asked it ; Dofrestom 
made it tbe rule of his conduct. 

Meanwhile, the unconscioüs orphan ^Ti-^ 
dually lost the distinctness of his first 
impressions ; he forgpt bis parents, and 
recovering frora the pensiveness into which 
a change of habits had thrown him, grew 
animated and delightful. Nothing could 
be more graeeful than his little figure, 
Bothmg brighrer than his intelligent coua* 
tenance ; but the ga^ty of that countemnce 
Tanished the instant he feared to tradsgress 
a rule or a wish of bis protector ; and his 
extreme sensilniity to kindness, made no 
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other spring than kindoess necessary^ for 
the regulatkm of his condjict« 

As he advanced in years, he became so 
sesffiible to this pecuUar feature of his own 
character, that he leamed to watch it with 
a jealous eye, lest at any time it should de« 
gtfierate into weakness; his notions of 
righr and wrong were so' clearly deifined^ 
that even in childhood he was more afraid 
of his own censure than of another's wrath ; 
and nobly disdainfnl of ridicule, when his 
associates pressed him into a transgressioQ, 
he would say, " No;-— I shoüld be so 
«Gdrry afterwards :" -i— a dmple phrase, but 
it wsfö the watch-word of infant virtue ; and 
the same heart repeated it in manhood, 
when the stronger temptations of the world 
solicited him to wider indulgence. 

Nothing dazzling, nothing of what is 
cailed uncommon quickness of capacity, 
distmguished him from other boys; bat 
determined application^ and close attention 
to whatever .his mind was applied to, made 
the zesult cöntinually m hi3 favor. 
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Defiiirous of knowledge, but not impe- 
tuous in its pursuit, he did not rush to^vards 
, many objects at once ; attacking and con- 
quering the sciences che by one, he con-- 
cluded by making bimself master of thetn 
an« V < - -• •' 

For the Instruction of his earliest year$ 
he was'indebted to the care of the pastor of 
Aardal; and as he grew older, fortune 
threw in his way an abier teacher, under 
whom he acquired all that afterwards dis- 
tinguished him in the province of Mind. 

Yery different was his friend Heinreich 
Dofrestom : chough his . senior by two 
years, this boy never gained the least de- 
pendance upon himself ; he was to be 
teazed or laughed faut of every proper re- 
Solution. Whehever he acted from him-» 
seif, it was by impulse, not principle ; and 
though uncommonly good-n^tured and 
social, an observer might have remarked 
that the fear of punishment» or hope of 
^. reward, had £är greater weight with him 
than 'his own approbatioo^ or that of the 
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persoh he professed to love« An immo<r 
derate thirst for pleasure, and a habit of 
thoughtlessness, were his leading faults; 
but they were so- brHHantly concealed by 
remarkable personal advantages, entertain- 
ing spirits, ceaseiess good-humour, and 
general talents, that even the sensible Do- 
frestom considered them as the natural 
blemishes of Hvely youth ; and Catherine- 
hailed them as the prognostics of future 
greatness. 

Heinreich was twelve, and Theodore 

< 

ten, 'when an event, trifiiiig in äppearance, 
gave their separate destinies that bias from 
which they never afterwards swerved, 

A brother of the pastor came to live in 
the •Valley of AardaL He was a man of 
gigantic attainments: the literature of all 
ages, and of every country, was famitiar to 
him ; he had explored the sciences with the 
accuracy of one who seeks to detect errors 
as well as to find truths ; and his laborious 
researbhes into the origin of nations, and of 
languages, had already rendered his name 
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celebrated throughout Europe. Biat the 
.Victim of a dijstempered suspicion of his 
fellow-creatures, and outraged by the pre- 
ference of a rival to the academical honors 
of Copenhagen, he had taken the resolu« 
dott of retiring from the world^ and bury- 
ing himself» with bis books, his ill-temper» 
and his learnmg, amongst bis native moun* 
tains. 

Without aay tenderness, Professor Ser- 
gendal had great warmth of heart : he had 
employed zeal» and money» and pdns to 
serve both his friendsand his äcquaintance : 
bat in spite of these claims on forbearance» 
his outrageous and suspidous temper always 
ended by driving them from bim ; and what 
he bald banished by insult, he accused of 
ingratitude. 

A cottage, of still bett^ appearance than 
Pofrestom's/ was soon erected for this phi«. 
losopher, in the same valley ; and^ accom« 
panied by a üayourite servant only, he took 
possession of it in suUen dignity. 
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It was many wecks before he conde- 
scended to take any personal notice of Do- 
frestom's neighbourly kindness, or of Ca* 
therine's presents of knitted höse^ bloberg 
jam, and cream-cheese. But at length a 
slight circumstance allured him to the cot« 
tage. He was taking his regulär walk 
towso'ds the fiord, when he perceived a^ 
boy climbing bastily one of the most fright* 
fol of the granite rocks that overhang its 
stormy waler. He was too near-sighted ta 
discover whether the lad was in search of 
tprds' ^ga^ or sea plants ; but he stopped 
to "^fy^xik bis hazardoua exploit, and to 
rebuke bim &>t it^ when he should conne 
down. 

After experiencing some uneasy sBisa- 
tions for tbe fate of the little adventurer, 
he had the satisiaction to see him alight» 
widi no other hurt thaa wbat was given his 
bands by the $harp points he had dui^ to. 
« Wl»t have you been about» y<m young 
dog ?'^ adied dhe prof^sson 
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Theodore (for it was he) answered 
gently, " Only putting up a Httle a!k that 
had fallen from the nest." 

*• And what put it into your head to do 
so, child ?** 

*' The poor Httle thing would have died 
if I had not ; it dropped upon yon Cluster 
of wild spinach, and that was worse than 
HF it had gone at bnce'into the sea/* ♦ 

" Go ! yoü are a foolish boy to balance 
your life with that of a bird j— but here is 
a rix-doUiar for you." 

Theodore put it by, with a smik ; *^ I 
do*n*t want it j** — then suddenly recollecting 
himself, he added, ** f^i — I forgot — I do 
want lt. rU take it hörne, Sir, if you'll 
have the goödness to give it me/* * 

** And what will you do with it ?" 

" Buy a book.^' 

The sparklihg joy that brightened his 
eyes as he spoke, astonished the professor. 
** A book, child ! did I hear you right ? 
Where are books to be bpught here ?" 

" O iiot here, but at Lavanger fair they 
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are ; and we generally have neighbours go 
there every winter ; ose of them would buy 
it for me." 

" And pray, my pretty boy, what boofc 
would you like ?" 

" Any Latin one/' was tfie answer. 

This unexpected reply drew forth a muU 
titude of questions from the professor, who 
was not long of discovering» that in this 
child of obscurity he had found a mine of 
intellectual enjoyment for himself. 

From that period he went often to see 
Dofrestom ; and gratified by the profound 
re^ct with which he was received in hb 
little circle, frequently launched out into 
learaed disquisition, and profound anaJysis, 
of which not one of his auditors but the 
little orphan comprehended a single sen- 
tence. 

jyiore and more pleased with the increas- 
ing attention of Theodore to any subject he 
discussed, he one day proposed giving him 
lessons in the mathematics : the pfoposal 
was joyfully accepted. 
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From that period the professor took him 

regularly under his.tuition, and during the 

Space of nine years, laboured to transplant 

. his own knowledge into the mind of his 

pupil. 

Heinreich, mean\vhile, had a different 
master, and widely different pursuits. 

Naturally ingenious, he was one of those 
persons of whom it is said, they can do 
whatever they Hke : he would have excelled 
m all the imitative arts, had he chosen to 
study their principles ; but except for music 
he wouid not give himself a moment's 
trouble* 

To this enchanting acc;ompfi8hnient na- 
tura indted had directett his choice by the 
gift of a meiodious voice, and a delicate 
ear. His own ingenuity taught him Yo 
construct musical instrunoients of reeds and 
Shells. The flute he formed with a . cane, 
produced under his breath sounds that well 
might be mistaken by less Ignorant ears 
than those of the surrounding peasantry, 
for the voices of their fabled wood^spirits. 
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The Professor loved harmony ; ahd when- 
€ver a ßt of peculiar gloom or ill-humour 
«ttacked bim, he sought a remedy in the 
violin of his senrant Christian. It was 
natural for Christian to like admiration 
•as well as his master; and when the 
professor and Theodore were studying 
above, he and young Heinreich were prac* 
tföing, and mutually praising each other 
below. 

At these titnes Christian would launch 
Out kito an enumeration of all who had 
made fprtunes, and risen lo celebrity by the 
possession of such a talent and p^son aS 
Heihreich*s j then he described the theatre 
of Copenhagen, and the gay life that was 
led there ; and, in shört, ended by kindling 
an ardent desure for public admiration in the 
light mind of his auditor. 

Pleased with the developeiiient of his 
son's fine voice, aiid his profioiency on the 
violin, Dofrestom would have thought him- 
self a harsh parent had he refused htm per* 
mission to learn the demente of music fronl 
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Chrisciaii. He therefore suffered him to 
pass that time in this seducing study, which 
the bigher-pitched mind of Theodore de* 
voted to nobler purposes. 

Each boy had bis allotted portion of la- 
bour in the garddn, the field, and the mill : 
they worked with DofrestorQ, and whea 
their task was over, the remaining hours 
were at their^ oWn disposal^ for pleasure or 
improvement. 

As Heinreich was already sufficiently in- 
structed for bis probable lot in life^ his 
father ceased now to excite in him any emu- 
lation to rival bis younger companion. Bat 
aware that Theodore's true Station was not 
one of obscurity, he encouraged him to 
enrich bis soul with all the treasures of bis 
teacher's. ^ 

Theodore, indeed, did not leam from 
the Professor Sergendal what belonged to 
intellect only }, he was wamed by hie, ex- 
ample to sfaudder at the tyranny of an 
uncontrolled temper, and to lament that 
the best qualities of the heart may b^ 
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obscured er perverted by one fatal pro- 
pensity. 

Without slavishness of spirit, he became 
anxious to chavm away those fits of mixed 
violence and suUenness, to wbich the un- 
happy man had given way during a life of 
sixty years ; and thus studying to lead 
another, Theodore leamed to command 
bimself« 

Gratitude and compassion kept pace with 
each other's growth in his heart; and though 
tears would sometimes Start into his youth- 
ful eyes, when unjustly menSiced or Struck 
by his preceptor, no bitter word escaped his 
h*ps. 

Studlous and gentle, still Theodore had 
the gaiety of his age : he enjoyed the rural 
games and exercises of bis young com* 
panions, and he enjoyed them with a full- 
ness of spirits, that seemed for the time to 
transform bim into a dHFerent creature. 
He loved also, the elegant arts, and he 
longed to practise tb^m ; bat fe^ling that 
his other employments did not altew bim 

VOL. I. c 
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time for excellence in any of them, and 
havmg too fine a taste to be contented with 
mere attempts, he relinquished the graces 
of music solely to Heinreich. 

Threeyears öf alternate application and 
relaxation had flown away since the resi- 
dence of the professor at Aardal» ix^hea 
business carried Dofrestom ' to Lavanger. 
As it was the season of the fair, he took 
his two boys with him. 

The boys were amused with a week's 
residence in that busy. poi:t. They were 
wialking on the quay the evening before 
their return honie, when a sailor niet, and 
accosted Dofrestom. It was the man who 
had picked up the casket of ' Donna Aure- 
lia '. he was still a Seaman, and just going 
anotber voyage. 

In their stiort dialogue, Theodore's 
memory was awakened from its long 
trance ; for they spoke of his parents, and 
they mutually remarked his resemblahce to 
Don Balthazar. In the midst of this dis* 
course the sailor was sununoned away by 
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the voice of one of his comrades, and Do« 
frestom returned to bis lodgings« 

Theodore did not suffer bim to proceed 
in silence : he intreated bim to relate every 
particular of his parents, and of the vt^reck ; 
and displayed the most painful anxiety to 
kam if there were any trace left of the 
iamily to which he belonged* 

" And if you could discover your rela^ 
tions, would you leave me in my t)ld agey 
my son ?*V asked Dofrestora. 

Theodore paused a moment ; then tuming 
bis moistened eyes towards the good man, 
steadily answered, *• Never, while you 
wished for, or needed me ; bat surely it is 
natural to desire to belong really to some^ 
body : and if my relations were rieh and 
great, then I sbould be able to shew hdw 
inuch I love you and aunt Catherine and 
Hemreich." 

** Your &ther did not appear rieh, my 
deär boy," replied Dofrestom, " and thert- 
fore not likely to have beeh grfeat : so von 

ca. ' 
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l)ad hettcr^lorget thalyou werenot born ia 
Nprway/* . 

; " Wellj if.they are poor tbeoi, Ketunted 
Theodore, still they.aremy relations, andl 
jAight soaiie day'have the power of assisting, 
4iem.> I wonder if I^faave any brötha-s or 
aisters.'' He sighed as he spoke ; and Do- 
frestom was .going to answer, when a Uvely' 
ezclamation of Heinreich about some passing 
objects, afforded him an excuse for cbanging 
the conversation. 

During tbeir joumey home^ Dofrestom 
and Theodore were silent upon this subject^ 
though it was equally the occupation of 
their thoughts. Theodore wa» too delicate 
to urge any thing, however interesring to 
his own feelings, wheh ht saw it was re* 
pugfiaet. to the person.be discoursed wüh ; 
and Dofrelstom feared, by comiilued dis* 
cussion, to awaken wishes tbac he had not 
the mbans of gratifying, find [lopes which 
bad no prospect of accomplishment. Theo- 
dore's Ups were silent» but his mind . was 
discoursing with thci past and the future. 



He stramed bis* m€^Gr3p. to rttsA wit^ 
long since forgotten ;. eveni» jrhitil ÜiStM 
hoi3id^3et9uM n(i«ec iaegictf r^nbeeaüsae; tootftild;;. 
hoöd they ^odldtetd^iiäereoM^.sjffetf M 
iaocied tbat he could reBoHeiit lilMpiSifiirA'^ 

For once he inistook nnagiaaticAi' %# 
memory, and gave to her speciotts Images 
ihe confidence he shouldi have yielded to 
truth alone, . Ideal personages, tipcni whom 
his heart foestowed the aidearing titles of 
father and mother, s^emed to rise before 
him^ and to reproach hitn for having lired 
thus long without iamenting them« 

Again he ivitnes3ed their melancboly 
fate, -^ again the cry of his motber rung on 
his ear : he thought bver the dismal scene, 
tili, forgetting the presence of Dofrestooi 
aiid Heinreich, his füll heart was on the 
poinc of breaking out into words, to the 
monrnful shades of his psfrents. 

No sooner did Dofr^tom find leisure 
after his return home, than he hastened ä> 
beg a private interview with the oracle of the 

c 3 
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Valley, Professor SergendaL He wents pro* 
vided with the ivory box. 
• The Professor was already acquainted 
with the history of the orphan ; and being 
familiär with the Spanish language, easily 
collected from the letters all that it was im- 
portant to know. 

^ They proved Don Balthazar to be of high 
rank, as he frequently spoke. of bis father 
by the title of the Conde Roncezvalles ; 
but they decidedly shewed that Donna Au- 
relia was not acknowledged by her husband's 
family. Several unsuccessfui attempts of 
the writer were detailed, for procuring some 
diplomatic atuation at a foreign court ; and 
it appeared as if he ^äd made those attempts 
solely to remove bis wife and an infant 
daughter from the persecution of bis rela« 
tions»^ It was evident, therefore^ that little 
could be expected'for the grandchild, ' from 
a man wbo seemed so unrelenting to bis son: 
che Professor consequently added bis opinion 
to that of bis brother, recommending the 
entire suppression of this casket, and ad- 
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vising Dofrestom to treat any aspirations of 
the young Guevara after Spain, as an affroot 
to himself» 

To pass such a sentence upon the hopes 
and ambition of a spirit which sought power, 
for the gratification of the noblest desires 
only, cost little to the professor : he was 
soured^to all of his species who either acted^"^ 
or wished to act their part ij\ public dvilized 
life; absorbed in scientific researches, the 
pursuits of associated men appeared in his 
eyes idie and worthless. But Dofrcstom'i 
heart rebelled against his reason, as he 
yielded to the force of the professof^s ar- 
guments ; for he knew the delights of bene« 
Tolence by experience ; and he feit that 9 
wider sphere for its exercise, is nobly worth 
thestruggle. He returned home, serious 
and troubled. 



«4 
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CHAPTER IL 

\/rEANWHlLE, Theodore wasrevolving 

all that häd passed between his adopted 

father and the sailor : visions of future for- 

tune certainly floated through his fancy, 

but the tender idea of having some brother 

or sister that was hereafter to constitutethe 

joy of his life, and to share his heärt witk 

i Heinrich, predominated over every bther. ; 

For several days his thoughts refused to 

take a difierent direction ; and as an apology 

for slowness of comprehension one moming 

while studying Grtek with the professör*, 

he ventured to express the emotion that 

agitated him. 

The Stern displeasure with which this first 
confidence of his youthful heart was re- 
ceived, made an indelible Impression upon 
Theodore. Instead of gently and reasonably 
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discussmg the matter, the professor than4 
dered forth an invective against hk cbiiäish^ 
ness ; accused him of estimating the paltry 
baubles of wealth and plea&ure beyond the 
manly distinction of subdued pas^idoys and 
culnvated facultiesj^ and roüghly pointed 
out the obstades his peculiar Situation op4 
posed to any plan he might form of visking 
Spaia» 

' He spoke of it as of a career more pre<» 
posterous than that ofDon Qaixotte, foriir 
would be undertaken in search of relationd 
who perhaps existed oniy in his own ima^ 
gihation. After much argumenta and mor«r 
yiolence^ he concluded with this .hardbut 
^radent 'maxim : ^' Go, go, chik]^;i ^im^ 
miss these absurd chimeras ; and remembcv 
white you live, always to consider improba^ 
bilitiesas impossibilities." Theodore bowed 
in token of obedience; his heart was toa 
füll for Speech« He stood a few momehts 
to conquer hinaself, before he ventured tot 
resume the reading theif dialogue had Interim 
Kuptßd. For the first time in his life, he 

c 5. 
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feit a glow of resentment against the valua^ 
ble instrucror to whom he owed so much« 
He knew that resentment was just, for tfae 
Professor had treated an amiable feeling as 
a crime j and Theodore would not, there- 
fore, debase himself by striving to banish 
the expression of that feeling frbm his face. 

However, the suddea and continüed pale« 
ness of his cheek, and the cold seriousness 
of his air, attracted no further attention: 
the Professor had given vent to his ill 
humour, and was now absorbed in contem- 
plation of the divine Socrates. From this 
period, the character of Theodore visibly 
cbanged ; he became silent and thotightful, 
even in society of his own age ; he ceased 
to take delight in sports or exercises, pre- 
ferring a .solitary ramble amongst the most 
retired places, to the cheerful clamour of 
rural games. 

That glow of, inward happiness, which 
generally brightens every youthful face, gra- 
dually faded from his, and a pale, pensive 
expression succeeded. Without losing his 
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health, he lost his spirits ; and, unable to 
recover from the shock he had sustained by 
the professor's harsh return to his confi- 
dence, he grew reserved even to Heinreich. 
. Yet to Heinreich he was ardently attached ; 
for, indeed, Qeinreich had the power of 
attaching every body. He was so glowingly 
handsome, so unceasingly amusing and good 
tempered, that no one ever thought how 
incompatible such constant galety was with. 
much sympathy. 

He had a felicitous talent for mimickry i 
and was accustomed not only to represent 
the looks and manners of every person he 
saw» but the pecuHarities of household ani- 
mals, and the phenomena of nature. 
. No one could refuse being entertained by 
him, for nothing of satire entered into his 
imitations; and generally» after he had 
gone the round of every animate and inani- 
mate object before hitn, he would end by 
identifying his own peculiarities and absur» 
dities. 

' Frequently charmed out of melancholy 

c 6 
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thoughts by this talent of his'companion^ 
Theodore imputed the efFect to a higher 
cause, and gave Heinreich credit for the 
kindest motives, when, in reality, he Vras 
only indulging his own laughter-loving^ in- 
clinations. 

Fol* many months Theodore was unable 
to shake ofF the dejectioh into which the 
fenewal of his childish impressions had 
plunged him. But it was not the character 
of such a mind as his to indulgefor ever in 
speculation: he pondered on all that was 
possible to be done . in his case, tili he at 
length concluded that it was practicable to 
find out the sailor again, tp enquire what he 
remembered of Don Balthazar ; to go into 
Spain, and by application to ^ny person 
bearing the name of Guevara, endeavourto 
discover some of his father's family. 

Satisfied of its practicability, Theodore 
determined to pursue that method : the re« 
Solution incited him to fresh diligence in the 
pursuit of knowledge. Greater acquire- 
ments woukl etther serve to grace a nobler 
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State, or to elevate him from an humble 
one : they might also furnish him wich the 
means of honourable support, while travel- 
Hng through the countf7 he meant to search. 
Fixmg the period for this purpose at the 
terniination of boyhood, he made up his 
mind to the delay; and recovenng his 
former animation, without any of its gaiety, 
he returaed with double vigour to his old 
habits« 

The. resolutiön formed, and the plan. di- 
gested, he communicated it to his friend 
Hdnreich; concluding his confidence by 
observing, that as Dofrestoni always intend- 
. ed his aon- to share his own easy Station of 
an independent cultivator of their own land, 
Theodore would undertake his wandering 
life without the self-reproach of leaving his 
benefactor deprived of a companion and 
assistant« 

What was his surprise to hear Heioreich 
abruptly declare, that nothing should in- 
duce him to bury himself all his days in 
such a nook as Aardal ; that he had long 
determiiied to quit it, and meant to ask his 
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father's leave to do so ; that he was sure his 
voice and his proficiency in music would 
make his fortune at last ; and that he was 
only waiting for the annpal ' arrival of a 
young <:ompanion' from Christiana, who 
knew all about those matters, before he 
mentioned^he scheme to his father. 

*^ And what is your scheme, my dear 
Heinreich ?" 

" O ! to get in some capacity or other to 
Copenhagen ; sing and play to some great 
musician, and then study under bim tili I 
am perfect : after that, the road is all upon 
velvet. Christian has told me a hundred 
stories of persona with a voice and a genius 
like mihe, who have ruled every court they 
went to : and as I am not* ill-looking into 
the bargain, I don't think it is very out of 
the way to suppose I may marry welL At 
any rate, what's the use of singing . like a 
choir of angels to such an audience as trees 
and stones ? Any growling fellow can da 
more work in the saw-mill or the'field than 
Ican ; 80 my father will be no loser by my 
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absence^ and will gain at last the honour 
of being father to the greatest musician in 
Europe." 

" Then I must stay with him." — ^Theo- 
dore spoke with an unsteady voice, for his 
heart shrunk from the inconsideration of 
Heinreich. A joyous burst of laughter ac- 
companied his companion's reply« 

** You stay with him ! What ! by way 
of enlivening him and aunt Catherine ! Tou 
are incomparable, we know, at that work ! 
Nay, don't look twenty times more like a 
cogitating raven than ever, my dear Theo : 
you know I love you, in spite of your clouds 
and rain^ so you may let me jest about 
them. Bat what need you stay ? Can't we 
both Start at once, and see who wins at last ? 
My father has plenty of work, and of neigh« 
bours to entertain him ; and if he had not, 
has he not had his day of seeing the world^ 
and «hould not we haye ours ?'' 

Theodore gently, but firmly, checked his 
levity upon to sacred a subject as the com* 
fort of a parent« Heinreich then cohfessed 
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that it wo.uld be very hard if both boys were 
to desert Dofrestom at the same time ; yet 
still he persisted in bis determination of 
quitting the valley. 

.Theodore, chilled and disappdnted^ 
tfaough trying. to pacify bis heart with va* 
dous partial excuses for Heinreich's selfish» 
ness^ Said no more, änd betook himself to 
aportiön'of bis daily werk in tbegarden* 
ITbere, qs he dug up the earth round the 
i*oots of Catherine's favourite shrubs^ sotne 
«calding tears mingled with the moiild, It* 
prats the first titne he had thought Heinreich 
unkind: for what was the indulgence of 
Tanity, compared with bis desire for honest 
mdependence, and natural y^aming , after 
kindred? In Heinreich's place, he would 
have sacrificed such a paliry ambition to far 
less than the future destiny of a brother ; 
yet Heinreich did not seem to dream that 
such a sacrifice could be expected.. 

Poor Theodore! again faded all thy 
bright visions of endearing connections and 
b^nevolent exertions ; and wich them went 

7 
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for a white thy delight and 8ecurity in the 
affecticMa of Heinreich. 

But the next day his mental sunshine re- 
tumed: Heinreich was in mare t|ian his 
usual. spirits, and talked of what he wouid 
do next yeai* in the Valley ; what he would 
constTuct ; what he woüld s6e flourishing in 
a twelvemonth ; what in twice that time : 
in short, he was so fertile in distant plans, 
iand each plan was so sure to have honie for 
tts scene of action, that Theodore coftcluded 
he had ^ther not meant what he said in 
their conversation the day before, ör that 
better thoughts had conquered the selfis& 
tmpulse. 

Had he once möre spojcen seriously on 
the subject, he would have foünd that all 
this System of pastoral life was the mere 
sport of momentary fancy, uttered without 
the least intention of realizing it ; and that 
Heinreich was as selßsh and determined as 
ever. 

But with a little cowardice of the heart 
(the fault of afFectidhate characters), Theo- 
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dore avoided the possibility of being wound« 
ed again by a band so dear : he was silent> 
therefore, and he was deceived. 

In cpnsequence of this delusibn, he [»%>- 
ceeded in the plan he had formerly laid 
down, and by the increased steadiness of 
his application, and stricter exercise of pa^ 
tience, under the varieties of his preceptor's 
humour, he acquired whatever he sought« 

Of the principal dead languages be Was 
already master ; but Spanish was now the 
object of his wishes, and unwilling to draw 
forth angry observations from the professor, 
by particularly declaring hi^ inclination to- 
wards it, he expressed a general desire to 
leam any modern language with which hia 
master was acquainted. 

To instruct bim was at once the amuse- 
ment and the pride of Sergendal : for he 
secretly cherished a hope, that at a futnre 
day this unwearied scholar would make a 
distinguished figure in the annals of litera« 
ture ; and that, taught to estimate the tutor's 
moral and intellectual talue by that of the 
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niind he had formed, the world would 
tnourn in sackcloth and ashes over its folly 
and ingratitude to him. 

Many hours of the bright Norwegian 
nights were thus employed by the professor^ 
in this additional branch of instruction« 

Though England was not then, as now, 
the citadel of the world, the foundations of 
her glory were already laid, and Theodore 
thirsted for the literature of a nation at once 
so brave and so sage. 

He began, therefore, with the English 
language; and it was only at distant in« 
tervals that he successively master^d the 
French,* Italian, Spanish, and German. — . 
Amused by the sprightly talent of the 
French, delighted with the brilliant Imagi- 
nation of the Italians, he read their produc« 
tions without longing to emulate them ; . but 
the philosophers and poets of Britain rea« 
lized all his ideas of human excellence. 

Bacon and Shakespeare, those mighty 
masters of the heart and the understanding, 
became his constant study : the powers of 



, 44 ^^^ ÄECLÜSE OF NORWAT^ 

Ws uaddrstanding wete «nfoldöd by the oriei 
the affections of his heart developed by the 
othen Shakespeare made him enamoured 
of virtue, taught him ta scrudnize hinlself, 
and shewed him, ere he entered the worldi 
^ all itadeligbts and all its dangers» 

it was thus that a youth »brought up in 
retirenleilt kälrned to dread eveü his beöt 
propensities, and to strip the idola of m?inr 
kifld (ambition and glory) of the brilliant 
covering with which they dazzle the mulr 
tJtude* . : 

Gratefülly anxious to. rjspay the troubI<i 
ef instructing him, Theodore trarisCribed 
the same MSS. agaia and again'for his 
rohster; bore with his wrath for a siogfe 
Word omitted or mistaken; aüd finally 
crownedall, by never leaving the pillow of 
Sergendal during an infectious fever, which 
frightelied aWay every other attendant. 

When the professor recdvered, and was. 
made sensible of Theodore*s courageous af- 
fectioQ» he confessed that at last he bad 
found .gratitude, and solemnly announced 
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to his neighbours, that hfe-meant to bdqueath 
all he might die possessed of to the youth 
whose care had preserved his life. 

The worthy pastor having fallen a victiin 
to the disorder that spared^his brothet, Ser* 
gendal was left without any natural beirs i 
Dofrestom made no attempt, therefore^ to 
alter his gaierous design. 

The first day of the professor being out 
after his illness was the birth-day of Hein« 
reich ; and the happy father begged to ce- 
lebrate both these agreeable events together» 

It was the meridian of a northem sum- 
taer, apd Heinreieh was just eighteen. 

After a supper supplied by the dairy ani* 
the garden, at which the cheerful Carhe-» 
rine and h^r handmald waited according to^ 
the Norwegian custom, Dofrestom and she^ 
4trkh the professor and the rest of their 
neighbours, sat down in a stone^porch fronte 
ing the setting son. 

. On a grassy monod, gay with Clusters of 
those beautiful pinks pecuiiar to alpine 
scenery, stood z sun-dial: the shadow 
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pointed to the hour of foun Not vfar dis- 
tant, under the shade of a large box^^tree, 
leaned Christian, wit^ bis violin; and 
grouped together, ready for^ the singular 
yet pkasing* dange- of their country, stood 
lleinreich and bis friends. 

At the first sound of the instrumenta^ 
Heinreich led off the dance with a grace and 
a gaiety which heightened the brilliancy of 
bis shewy person : bis bright blue eyes» 
flashing through Clusters of amber bair, 
animated wherever they tomed ; health and 
conscious superiority out-glowed upon bis 
cheek the sunny appjes that were ripening 
•bove bis head ; he moved witb the elasti- 
city of vigour, and the elegance of ease : 
admiration, both from*old and yonng» fol- 
lowed bis Steps. 

A warmer, yet less claihorous sentiment 
was given to Theodore. His gently-ani- 
mated air bad the charm of natural grace ; 
and the sweet smile of his eyes, as well as of 
bis Ups» touched the bearts of the looker»^ 
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on, more than the sparkling glances of 
Heinrelch. 

Theodore seemed to dance to please others 
more than himself ; and without being able' 
to analyse the Impression they received, the 
honest peasants feit its füll force. 

Beauty ! genius ! fascination ! what is 
your honour .when compared with that of 
goodness ? We struggle ägainst you all, but 
vre yield» without resistance, to the charin 
of an amiable heart ! 

After the dance, various Utile games, 
fiongs, stories, succeededJ HeinreJch exhi- 
bited his whöle stock of talent ; and never 
had he been so agreeable. It is true he did 
this for the delight of being admired ; but 
he never suiTered himself to find that out ; 
and no one eise, except the professor, made 
the discovery for hira. 

Amongst the happiest efforts of Hen- 
reich's mimickry was the fair of LaVangen 
He contrived to röpresent the various sigbts, 
uproar, hüstle, and büsiness of that crowded 
place so jexactly) by his gestures and bk 
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Toice, that for the time he transported bis 
aucfience into the very scene. He now com- 
li^enced this entertaining exhibition with 
more than his usual spirit ; and conpluded 
k by imitating a chorus of Norwegian fisher- 
men, singing ^the national air of " For 
Norget's/' &c, At that darling sound, 
even the professor started up, and joined 
the now-universal song. Dofrestom's honest 
heart glowed with patriotic and paternal joy« 
He could not refrain from grasj)ing Hen- 
reich in his arms^ and exclainiing by way 
of apology, as he released him, '* I am 
proud bf my boy 1" 

Hepreich feit this the proper mood 
£oT hiiH to beg a boon. Kissing the silver* 
ing head of his father, he whispered, *^ I 
have something to beg of you by and'hy ; I 
am sure you won't refuse me what I ask." 

Dofrestom smiied encouragingiy; and 
repeatingy " Well> by and by, my child/* 
dismissed Henreich to join his companions* 
: Theodor« enjoyed his friend's triumph, 
with a delight that sparkläd ia Jus eye» 
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tvithout being uttered by bis tongue ; and 
having no idea of rivalry, he employed 
himself in attending to the minor gratifica- 
tlons of the Company. 

For the aged^ he placed seats where the 
sun or the wind might not incominode them. 
Hts Penetration discötered which partner 
Was most pleasing to theyoöng women, and 
he managed to marshal them accordingly« 
He shaded the blunders of the aukward, dis* 
sipated the fears of thebashfui, and ^w thaf 
no one looked round in vain for Gatherine^ts 
delicbus tirhiey or cheerfui possets. ' In 
Ihort, bis benevolent spirit was every w^ere^ 
in the shape of innumerabl^ attentions^ 
that feil noiseless, but not. fruitless, on ihe 
hearts fo whtch they were addressed. ' 

Meanwhile the pleasure of obliging, and 
of sympathising with bis companions, re- 
paid him amply in personal enjoyment. He 
ims even gayer than Heinreich; for, all 
given to mbth, he feit not bis anxiety to be 
admired : the richer quallty* of bis mind 
made it more fruitful in witty allusions and 

▼OLf I. D 
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^musiag aneqdotes ; and chough most of hi3 
Auditors were too ignorant Co follow th« 
spores of such a fancy through all its agree* 
able absurdides, yet they understood enougl^ 
to laugh ijuite ai inucb as he eitber jwished 
er escf pcted. 

At a laie hour tbis rural gala qnded, and 
th^ dwellers at the cottage were left to 
tbemsely^s. Catherine retired immediately 
to bed j but, anxious to sei« the fairourw 
able moment, Heiareich detained his Äthers 
making asignfor Theodore not to leave them. 

He began hispetition by a very eloquent 
eulogium upon bis father's indulgent äfiec« 
tloUy npon the happihess he was certain it 
wo^ld bestow on such a tender parent to 
know his only sou happy, and in the road 
to preferment. ^e then detailed the plea» 
sures and honours that he was told always 
foUowed the successful - pursuit of the fine 
arts; ^^pecified his own talent.and passion 
for music ; and wound up bis oration by 
taking ii'for granted, that from all these 
oonsiderations his £äther's consent :w^ a 
matter of course. 
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Thundqrstnick with this unexpected d&- 
tnand, Dofrestom was speechless^ wbile hi^ 
son continued rapidly to describe bis yiews^ 
his ^lans, hi3 iippes, bis ^visers. Cbris« 
tiaa bad w.9Xa^ him to secrecy in bis case f 
be therefore ofily mentioned Ulric Eisenp 
bacb^ bis friead^ from Cbristiana* 

Tbjs yoyng man bad brought tbe intel* 
li^CTce jpf tbe first <x3fX)po$ier in the world'3 
jbi^ing tb?n ^t Copei^bagen ; bis account of 
tbis prodigy bad detenpiA^d Heinreich to 
sf t off inxmediately for D^mnark ; vt^bere be 
pip;aj(xt to bear tbe melodioys iifonder, and 
becotne his pupiL 

To have listened to lleinreich, any on^ 
frpm s^nother planet must have supposed 
jthat a fine voice was anot^er word for om- 
iiipotenqe in this ; he never admitted tbe 
possibility of disappointment. As surprizf d 
as Dofrestom, Theodore stpöd silent j Dp- 
frestom at lengtb spoke. 

Every thing that a rational, a virtuous^ 
and a fond fatber might be supposed to säy^ 
was advanced by bim to $qftei;i and e;spla]n 

D 2 
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his refusaL He had been an adventürer 
himself, -*- in an hamblef way , it i$ trüe, *— 
but he had feit enough in his own persona 
and Seen enough in those* of othefs, not tö 
be certain that a life of adventure is at best 
but a life of lottery ; and that the surpriz- 
ing chänce of its greatest prize is, after all^ 
not to be put in competition with the peace* 
ful, respectable life of mdependent security. 

He dwelt much* and seriously upon the 
moral dangers to which the professors of 
so bewitching an art as music are peculiafly 
ezposed; dangers which must inerte 
when a handsome person, and social tem- 
per, yffere added to the scale. 

He concluded with lamenting that he 
m^st be deprived of this^ domestic sunshine 
he had looked forward to, as the brightener 
of old age ; and that, agitated by continual 
anxiety for jsl son so dear, he would lose 
not only the cheerfülness, but the peace he 
had hitherto enjoyed. 

Hemreich combatted the^ arguments äs 
well as be could, and what he wanted In 
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force he made up in obstinacy. Each party 
appealed to Theodore. 

Loving botji, grieved for both, Theo- 
dore endeavoured to stifie his pwn disap« 
pointment^ lirhile he gent!y decided ag^inst 
Heinreich. 

Too good-humoured to utter his sus- 
picioa that the young censor's opinlon was 
infiuenced by selfish considerations, Hein- 
reich heard him patiently, then burst f(ftth 
into a repetition of his former argu- 
mentSj and with more than his former yc- 
hemence. 

He talked of Theodore's assistance and 
Company, as excellent Substitutes for his ; 
never once appearing to think, that one so 
for med to shine in society could be' other- 
wise than happy in obscurity. 

Theodore's heart was wounded by this 
thoughtlessness ; yet he kept repeating to 
himself ** It is nothing but thoughtlessness, 
jbe do» not mean to hurt me," tili he per- 
suaded himself that his own fastidious sen« 
^bility was alonc to blame« ' 

D 3 
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. The discussion at last termifläted in a 
debate ; for Dofrestom when chrfed could 
be roused. The son was obstiäate, the 
fathei* stogrjr j and the gentlieness of Theo- 
dore m vam tried to appease tue störm. 
At length Dofrestom ended the confei^encfe, 
hf commattding hh son to give üp all 
thoughtis of any othcr sh\iation tharr the 
Mie he shoaM bequeath to him, 

Hetnreich was at^d by the severe frowii 
stnd Stern voice of his father : he paased a 
feW ' mcwrenjfs j then dearing away tfce 
clouds from his own brow, said, '^ Well 
father, i( it must be so it must ; and f sup- 
pöSe i shall be chief singing angel hü Heaveii 
for my öbedience/'' 

t^ith thue Hvißly confidence of orte wfid is 
sure of making bis peac6 whenever he 
chüse^, he now kissed hisr father^s cheek» 
över which a tender tear wa$ sf ealing, Hefä 
oüt hr$* hafld to Theodore, who squee^ed 
it with äffectionate pl'easure ; and faarmony 
Vhus resfored, they pärted for the night. 

Heinreich had subüiltted in' appearance. 
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but not in fact. He was stiR- resolate tö 
follow his own mtlination$; and hating all 
Iifs Kfe accüstomed himself to do Whatevef 
they prompted, he retained no clear notion 
of moräl obligatbas. He thonght.only of 
ddtng what he meant to do^ in the qnietest 
manner po$sible ; and for tbis pnipose sud«^ 
denVy affeeted obediehce, considering the 
artifice laudable that was to prevent useless 
contention. 

His brain was beated with the ideas of 
füture fame and fortune, suggcsted by 
Christian ; and we must do him the jnsHce 
to say, that from the many thateiauK {^Es-^ 
pagne erected by his extravagant expecta« 
rions, he never once excbded his orphan 
friend. 

Like all who defer giving proofs of their 
affection tili a period of abundant fortane» 
Heinreich Kved to find that hour ne?er 
^uiive.' Few things are to be done for the 
goöd of others but at'the exptoce of some 
convenieöce, gratificationy or ^sh of ow 
öwn ; and he that with limited mean^, seds:^ 

D 4 
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degree assuag«d his ovn aiBictton ; and he 
coosemed topass.the. night* under the hos* 
pitable roof of his present host. But oi» 
further eonsideration; he began to think 
that it was bis duty.to return^ to prepare 
the unhappy parent for the arrival of tfais 
painful letteh : Should it be received dur- 
ing his ' absence, he dreaded the conse- 
quence;. topreVeht such a ' misdiance, he 
resohred to hazard a. nightly voyage, and» 
mthoiit taking an hour's iTest, proc^ed toi 
Iris-^now irouhled hoine. 

With a hea.vy and a softened heart, as he 
revoWed the ianoceat days oi Hettureich'& 
b^^toidj did Theodore t^Hsxnbailu A %ir 
dim Stars struggied through th6 tbiekenii^ 
vipobrs ofrthe jugbt} the Krater l'ushed 
with a hoUov sound $ and low» untteady 
UastBwhistkd by fits thiough tbeir.siiigl<$ 
ssü« . 

• ^^ I fear we are going to .havebad woa« 
therl** obaerved. ik companion» as «their 
boat* dadied inio tlie sullen wave. 

^^ Woidd you wiah to go hack» Erici'^ 

II 
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asked Theodore. ^^ Deal honeedy witl\ me» 
as I do by you» wben I confess that I would 
not proceed, but for the sake of softening 
tbi3 sad dew8 .to^ my father. I am^ aware 
we shall run some risk of loäng our 
fives» and there is not sufficient moture for 

" Yee, but there is/* retumed Eric 5 
^^ did not my good master pay the. dues^ 
of my niother*s funeral, and build my sister 
the CQt we live in ? Surely, it i&.as liule as 
I can do^ to risk an upset^ to save him a 
heart^ache.'* 

Theodore would have hesitated again» 
had bis own advantage been the end pifo« 
posed; but for bis bepefactor's peace, 
b^ .was Ie«8 scrupulous ; and he was be* 
sides at that age in which we hope all 
things» and fear few» He let loose the 
S9eil ^ga^Q» that he was preparing to furl» 
and stood out from shore. 

Tb/t night blackened as they proceeded ; 
tbp huge granit^ rocks, overhangjoig their 
boat, threw darker . and broader shadows ; 
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wincU began to howl ; and the waves run* 
ning higher and higher, threatened to 
engulph their totrering vesseK 

Theodore was too experienced and too 
coHected, not to be aware of their danger, 
and equal to all that might be done to ward 
it off: he guided the heim himself, aikt 
cbeered his companion, They coasted the 
foot of the cliffis, and doubling the cap^« 
which terminated this brauch of the Sogne- 
fiord, entered iiito the main body of the 
Äord. 

The storm continued to increä^e; the 
waters hshed tbemselves into fury, and ran 
inovntaihs of foam ; their n^ reverberat- 
ing fnom the snrtfoonding caverns, added t6 
the horrors of the wind. Complete dark- 
Hess covered evf ry object, 

Theodore thought of his parente' watery 
grare, and för a tnom^nt that thought un« 
nerved him. 

*• I believe we mnst give it op," he ob- 
served^ M he he^d bis coAtpanion whisper* 
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ihg a prayer. Suppose we try for the 
Island, and stay theife tili day4)reak i 

Eric joyfully assented, and with mach 
difficulty they gained the pi^oe they sought» 
Their boat found a safe bay ; and a com^ 
fortable koya, constructed with day and 
pine brancb^s, gave shelter to themselves.' 

I>uring the wintry storms, tbis island wa& 
eften tbe temporary abode of distressed 
voyagers^ and had been so partlcularly th& 
2«fuge of the pastor, that Theodore one 
d9y proposed building aoxne better sbelter 
than; that which tbö eav<es afforded. Hein- 
reicb atid two other youtfas had cheerfiill]^ 
acceded to the proposition, and öbtainiiig a( 
dsy*s holiday during summer» theyräi^ 
iÜt eharitabie edifice. 

Dofrestotn regularly supplied it with fl 
«sali Store of.dry wood, smoaked proyi- 
ä6nfi^ bread, and spiritSy for the refreehment 
of such perdOQS as inight be detained there 
Mverai days ; and gratefd . for die be- 
Mvolenee^ mo one wat erer known io waste 
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it. ' Eaviäble State of rectitude, when every 
man is a law to himself ! 
. Theodore now feit, for the first time, the 
füll value of bis. own hutnanity ; and as the 
wind and nun beat . upon the roof of the 
koya^ and a kindling fire began to diffuse 
its cheering warmth through bis limbs» he 
thought of Heinreich's alacrity in assisting 
to build ity and bis heart melted with ten^ 
demess. 

« The stonn abated before daj-break, after 
wfaich he and Eric renewed their voyage. • 

For some hours thej had but to contend 
with an adverse tide, and veering'winds ^ 
but towards noon the stonn rose again, and 
the boat laboured against it in vain. . Tbey 
^<had already entered their brauch of the 
fiord, and were in sight of the Valley: 
voices were heard, and figures were.seea 
opon its shore. Theodore iancted that he 
could di^guish that of DoCcestom. • 

With a heart throbbing far more for tbal 
dear bene£au:tor than for its own safety, he 
continued to exert all bis skill and courage« 
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The boat drew nearer ; through the bois* 
terous wind» louder and shrijler vt)ice8 were 
heard. At that moment a sudden blasf 
came rushing from the mountams down the 
Valley» and sweeping onward with velocity) 
drove back the boat upon a Jutting rock. 
The solitary mast feil with a hoirid* crash 
across her side, and her loosened planks 
were soon seen floating singly upon the waten 

Theodore and Eric had thrown them« 
selves iato the fiord, and were struggling 
with the waves, wheii a stouter boat put off 
from shore. With his usual presence of 
mind» Theodore called out to Eric to hold 
by one of the floating timbers*: by this sea- 
sonable advice, he was enabied to keep on 
the surface of the water» tili the boat rowed 
up to them, and took him in. Scarcely 
conscious how he had got there, Theodore 
found himself in the same bosTt» and held ta 
the breast of Dofrestom. 

" But Hefareich ! O God, where k 
he?** exclaimed Dofrestom. 

** §äfe, deartest father, but not with us.*' 
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Hofrestom undefstoöd from* this,^ that hk 
truatil soft Stil) lingered vitb Ülric Eisen* 
bfteh ; and an:tious fot Theodore^s comforr^ 
osköd no other question tili he beheld him 
wärmed and refreshed by bis own fire. 
• As Catherine ix^as bustiing to get him 
change of jaiment, and the good Dofrestom 
was busying bimself in the same kind office ^ 
for Eric, Theodore had time to observe 
faow farourable was the present opportunity 
för the tale he had to cell. The storm, by 
which he was spared^ might have destroyed 
Heinreicb, had he been found at Ulric's, 
and returned with them home : besides, 
to have an afflicdve act of Provi^nce, so 
immediately followed by a merciful one, 
demanded gratitude for the blessing, and 
resignation to the calamity. 

All this poor Theodore meant to urge 

* 

with tender caution ; but bis feelings re* 
fused to obey bis judgment. Softened by 
a variety of thronging thoiigtits, he burst 
into tear§, without speaking, when Dofre»- 
tom renewed his question about the return 
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of HeiAreich« A seene of alarm, enquiry, 
estptanatron, and angtiish föUowed. Cache« 
rine wept ; and her brother prophecied thö 
rurn of his deceitful son. 

ThwdorÄ tomforted ehe one, and eoothed 
ihe"other j he drew the attention of both tö 
hIs o^n pwservafion, and eloquent in good^ 
hesS) suggesfted palliatives for Heinreieh'd 
^tror, and eitpectations from liis cRaracter, 
Whi€h he rather wished were trde, thail 
dared believe so. 

' By d^grees he pacified not only the anger 
bot th^ grief of his auditors ; and at last he 
Beguiled them* into the confession) tbat it 
was natural for such tatents as Heinreich'$ 
to long for a theatre of action ; and that, 
Gonsequently, they ought not to judge hiffi 
with severity. 

Thoughtlessness was the plea he urged 
Jii his friend's behalf; and wich the magic 
of that Word, Theodore quieted the aching 
hearts of the father and the aunt. The 
time was yet to come, in wljich he would 
tease to consider that Word as any other 
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* ... 

than a term for hau-d, unfeeling selfishness } 
and never, never advaace it in extenuation 
of.guüt. 

The remaming hpurs of the day» and the 
greatest partof the night, were all employed 
in discoursing upon the same subject. Do- 
frestom listened to the advice of a youth of 
aixteen vith the attention and dodlity he 
wöuld have yielded only to the convictioa 
of ^upetipr . judgment and impartiality in 
one of thrice that age. ^ 

• Acquiescing nearly always in Vfhzt he 
6uggested> he now and then repeated» 
" Well, well! you remaia with me,— 
you won't forsake me l** 

In the few moments foUowing^ the first 
utterance of this exclamation, the young 
Theodore made a harder conquest than ever 
graced the triumphs of a Cscsar : he sub- 
dued his own paramount desire ; he nearly 
conquered regret. 

Tuming his eyes towards Dofrestom'f 
venerable face, -he fixed them there, tili 
ihftir glowihg expressioo melted into tear? f 
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thieü hlding them on tke old man^s treixib- 
liilg band, äs he ptessed bis lips on ' it, h^ 
isaid in a low yec firm voice, <* Nothing 
but your command sball make me desert 
yoü/' 

It is not often that he who accepts a sa« 
crißce, is worthy of it ; but pofrei^tom 
really was ; for he knew not how many 
cherished hbpes bis adopted son was noof 
relin4uishing. He wept with sohröw ' and 
with joy; and calliüg do\v*n umiumbered 
blessings on the head of thid more than 
son» retired to the solitude and reflection ol* 
his Chamber. 

Had Dofrestom been liviilg in /Zv worldy 
he might have tried to hide bis grief, and 
its cause, by ** makiftg" what that world 
calls " the best of it/* and passing off th6 
rebeliious a<:t of bis son a$ obedience to 
his own command; but he lived where 
sympathy and sincerity were yet of irre^ 
pressibie growtb ; and secure of the one, 
be had nö reasoh xo ätifle the OVerflowin^s 
of the othön 
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His venerable charact^r ^ßinasded re- ' 
spect; hi$ distress solicited compassion; 
bis neighbpurs c^me to moyrn vfith him| 
^nd thw kiiidnoss w^s ilself coijsolation. 

Meanwhile the long-delayed letter crf ex- 
pl^nation and applogy w^s trought _by ,the 
5;fliugg4er to tbe Stope Cottage. It began 
M^ith a complete ^vowal of .^h^me and con« 
scio.usne^s of error^- which dis^rtned even 
justice : it then proceede^ in so florid a 
description of expected honours, and pre« 
d^termined good condqct, thaC Catberiae 
burst out into admiration ^od Approbation i 
and Dofrestom, with a sigh, relvictantly 
acknowiedged that it n^igbt> j^fter aU^ C|im 
out for the best. 

Every one that h^ard tJiis long letter 
had a kipd or an encouragin^ word to say 
to the poor, doubting father. Professor 
Sergendal alone, muttered Pshaw ! ^fter 
its most animated passages. 

Dofrestom eagerly pressed hind to utter 
an opinion ; Theodore in alarm endqa- 
voured to arrest the answer, but it came^ and 
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came with the pitiless force of a aurgeoa 
«ho lops a litnb to save a life« *' Mj 
opinion, Sir, if I am to teil jrou fairly» is 
thi$ : the young fellow that could write 
such a letter as that^ yet act a^ your $on has! 
done, i$ one who $ins wilfuUy, therefore 
ynpardonably* I teil you, Sir, you must 
prepare yourself fpr his ruin ; and he that 
palliates and persuades you otherwjse, will 
hereafter have your despair, and p^rhaps 
your phrensy to answer foj:/* 

So awful a sentence, pronounec^d with 
ruthless solemnity, Struck Dofrestor)^ as if 
it had been the fiat of Fate ; but recovering 
at the voice of Theodore, a voice tender as 
that of ministering angels, he feit the tide 
of patemal partiality rush anew injto hj$ 
heart; and warmly taking up the d^fen.ce. 
of bis thoughtless son, he concluded by at 
least ccmvincing himself, if not his Opponent, 
that {ieinreich's transgression- merited fo^« 
giveness. 

Benevolently seizing this lucky tum in 
the ff^lingjs of jDofn^tom» Theodore soon 
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after eitiployed it, in persuading him, thät 
unless he determined upon peretnptoriiy 
recalling Heinreicb, it was itiost prudent' in 
him to thidk of forwarding the jrouth's 
\^ishes ; left to himself, he might enter into 
intimacy and en^gemeht with tome worth- 
I^s ][)erson of talent, er ignoraritly attach 
himself to one witbout real celebrity and 
infiuence. 

In consequence of this advice, l)ofrestom 
thought of bis only acquaintance in Gopen« 
hagen, the head of a commertial bouse^ 
With wbom he bad dealing^. 

The yearly profits of bis saw-mill were 
al wayis left in their hands at a very nioderate 
rate of interest ; be migbt tberefbre calculate 
üpon some friendship from them. He 
now wrote to one of tbie partners, request- 
ing him to find oüt bis runaway, astist bim 
discreetly with money^ and see what could 
be done for bim with safety and bonouiu 

He implored this gentleman's kind ob^ 
servatiön of his sion's associates ; beseetb- 
ihg bim to put him oti bis guard agltinsC 
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any connectioii that faiight afterwardainjure 
his morals» 

Composure, but not real peace of xnind, 
thus restored to this excellent man, Theo- 
dore endeavoured to fill the chasm which 
Heinreich had left. For this purpose he 
devoted the whole of his evenings to Cathe- 
rine and her brother : in summer he walk« 
ed vrith them, amusing both, by gathering 
and botanizing the countless wild-fiowers 
that covered the mountains, and perfumed 
the hoUows« In winter he sat while Cathe- 
rme spun sftid Dofrestom smoked, either 
reading to them, by the bright light of the 
Stars and the moon, the Norwegian Bible; or 
translating, as he went, interesting anec«» 
dotes from books in other languages. 

The good couple did not indeed laugh 
so often during those evenings, as when 
Heinreich^s comic talents were exercised 
for their amusement, but a more '^ sacred 
and home*felt delight'' continually warm* 
ed thelr hearts. They saw that Theodore 
thought only of their happiness, while 

YOt« I« M 
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sacrificing bis öwn pleaSures; and admiration 
thus tningling with gratitüde, made him 
dearer every hour. 

Professor Sergendal meanwhile deepened 
into portentpus gloom j bis muttering 
thunder of discontent gave warning of 
the angry flash that was tb follow : be 
began to repeat the words, — " Ungrate» 
ful ! like all the rest of- mankind !" And 
though repeatedly obliged to own the jus- 
tice of Theödore's arguments wben bis 
reproacbesx called on him for defencej he 
never failed re-judging the \rause when 
alone, and deciding that if either were to 
be, sacrificed, Dofrestomf and not he^ 
sbould be the victim. 

In reality, Theodore's principal sacrifice 
v92lS himself ; for, by giving up so much 
of bis little leisure to what he deemed a 
duty, he abridged bis time for study, and 
made a progress very inadequate to bis 
wisbes in every favourite pursuit, 

Frequently be expressed this regret, wben 
the »professor reproached him with grgwing 
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idleness, or caprice of affection ; yet never 
djd he obtain credit for the truth he uttered* 
Sergendal was too much in the custom of 
indulging himself, to beliere another per- 
son capable of the heroism required for an 
opposite habit; and Theodore's regrets, 
therefore, sunk into the same oblivious 
contempt with his avowals of obHgation» 
*' Sweet indeed are the uses of adversity !*' 
f— Theodore's early suflFerings from this 
injustice of the Professor^ led him to the 
discovery that justice is the corner-stone of 
the social edifice : he became, therefore, so 
scrupulously jost^ that nothing shocked 
and surprized him so much, as the want of 
that habit in persons dear to him. Alas ! 
in future years, how often did he find that, 
of all the virtues, justice is the rarest ! 
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CHAPTER III. 

9 

s 

nPHE first joyful moment at Aardai was 
occasioned by a packet frotn Copen- 
hägen. It was brought by a young peäsant 
whobad just finished bis Service in tbe 
militia, and contained letters from Hein« 
rdch and the mercbant who was to be bis 
£riend. 

Through the agency of the latter, Hein- 
reich had sung and played before Signor 
Perregino, the new manager of the royal 
ccmcerts ; that gentleman had expressed 
himself astonished at the wonderful voice 
and naturally good style of Heini^ich, and 
proposed taking him as a pupil, provided a 
proper sum of money were paid.down at 
first. The sum was great j but Heinreich 
wrote in raptures of the admiration his 
genius had ezcited in the court, assuring 
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his father' that he had no doubt of erentu- 
all/ repaying him ; and Dofrestom, after 
many a sad foreboding, replied by eaclo»* 
ing an order for, the money. 

This premium swallowed up mostly all 
the savihgs of twelve years : Dofrestom had ' 
originally intended to divide these savings^ 
at his death, equally between the two boys; 
bat Heinreich now required it all ; and his 
father^ in resigning it, plaitily stated his 
determination of making up the deficienqr 
td * Theodore, by bequeathing to him the 
Stone Cottage, vrith its pasture, and a share 
at least in the property of the saw-mill, in 
case he, Dofrestom, should die befoneMhe 
Professor. 

He was too truly generous to commimi- 

'cate this part of his letter to Theodore, 

who, pleased with the pious advice and 

kind forgiveness it contained, wished not 

to see more. 

Heinreich was uhimately fized with 
Signor Perregino ; and Theodore, faithfully 
endeavouring to enliven the declining age 
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of Professor Sergcüdal, as well as of 
Dofrestom, conririued to advance. in years 
and in moral value. 

The third year after Heinreich's depar« 
ture, Theodore*« self-command was put to 
a severe proot The professor, feeling him- 
self decline, meditated a joumey to Copen- 
hagen for the purpose of superintending the 
publication of his last woi^k. 

This darling work, whictt was indeed a 
treasure of scientific knowledge, had been the 
labour of so large a portion of his life, that 
every thing eise seemed dust in the balance. 
To bring it out with the utmost perfec- 
tioHof accuracy, was the grand desideratum 
of his joumey; and as this was the very 
MS. that Theodore had so bften transcribed 
from variously altered Originals, his assist- 
ance in correcting the press was nearly 
indispensable. 

Believing it impossible for such a youth 
to refuse the offer of visitmg the capital, 
he ohc day abruptly bade him prepare for 
the joumey. 
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Theodore paused — hesitated; a glowr 
of pleasure flushed bis expressive counte* 
nance, and as quickly faded. ^ O, what 
would I give to see Gopenhagen !" . he 
exclaimed; '^ but I fear I dare not 
wjsh it.*' 

The Professor demanded an explanation, 
and heard with amazement that bis pupil 
had pledged himself to Dofrestom to re« 
main with bim whilst he lived. Sergendal's 
brow blackened at first, but juster feelinga 
chased away the gloom ; for now the sacri« 
fice was too evident to be doubted: he 
undertook to win a willing assent from bis 
neighbour, or no longer to urge Theodore 
on the tempting subject. 

Sergendal now bastened to seek this 
eventf ul consent, stipulating either to retum 
himself at the. end of eight months, or to 
restore bis young companion, under the 
protection of some discreet traveUer, 

Dofrestom had not one selüsh feeling ;^ 
and though he^ might have hesitated to part 
from this last prop of domestic comfort^for 
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as many years, he tried to think tbe sepant- 
tioa of eight months would be easily bome :• 
in adjdition tö this, he depended upon 
Theodore for a sincere account of Hein- 
rdch's conduct and prospects. The repre- 
sentations of both, which had hitherto 
arrivedy had neither of them appeared 
exactly what the fond hearts in the valiey 
would bave anticipated. 'Mr.Thonkild 
eomplained of inattention to bis occasional 
advice; and Heinreich's frequent petinottS' 
fbr money (though now xeceivlng the pro- 
fits of bis own talents, hitherto shared with 
Signor Perregino,) alarmed, and seriously 
distressed bis father. 

Anxious to be rightly informed on these 
important topics^ Dqfrestpm not only as- 
sured Theodore that he should faaye his free 
consent to this journey, but that he iooked 
on the proposal as a special interposition of 
Providence in favour of his thoughtless son» 

Relieved by this miraculous facility^ of 
pennission^ the delighted Theodore bastened- 
to.make bis few preparations, aad to poui: 
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out to the Professor all thfe joy and gratitude 
he had before feared to give way to* 

The expectation öf seeing Heinreich again* 
gladdened his heart ; bat bis highest mental: 
anticipätion consisted in the society of a' 
capital, which ^ras at that time considered* 
the seat of northem literature. In com- 
plete good-humour with eyery thing and 
every body, the JJrofessor distributed somef 
trifling keepsakes amongst his neighbours j" 
and assuring Dofrestom that he now chai'ged 
himself with all his pupil's expences, "writh 
some melancholy emotion took leave of the 
Valley in which he hadspent nine tranquil 
years. The sublime oountry through 
w^hich they tfavelled, was a continued 
sourceofadmiration to Theodore« Autumn^ 
in all couniries a seasoii of ' remarkable 
beauty, is as beautiful as brief in Nbrwayi 
The Woods exhibit every shade of change ; 
passing from the «oft tint of the olive^ 
through the sober brown^ to the glo\Ä^irig 
orange and the bright vermillion. The 
daleS'äce covered with wild*berry bushes and 

^ S 
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underwood, whose profusioh of scarlet 
fruitage^i lorms at a distance rieh dashes of 
colour in the landscape ; while above these 
lu2curiant scenes tpwer the mountaius» 
ixrhose broad summits either gleam with 
snow, (»r with the water$ of lakes. 

Sometinißs Theodore's imaginadon peo* 
pled these mountains and forests with the 
deeds and the heroes of oiher days : at other 
times he gazed, awe-struck, on the solitary 
xnagnificence of nature, and feit his own 
presence amid hier awfiil shades, an impious 
iatmsion. 

The difficulties of their route, aver track« 
less precipices, amid thunderiog cataracts» 
fiordsy lake^9 s^d woods, were to him but 
so many new gratifications ; while Bergen* 
dal, on the contrary, sufiered peevishness 
to conquer his natural capacity of enjoy* 
ment, and talked of nothing but the danger 
and the inconvenience and the hardships 
that assailed him. 

He was a geologist ; and although he had 
chosen to make thisjoumey byland, solely 
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for the purpose of deciding an important 
question regarding the direction of strata 
iii that ränge of mountains called the Far« 
dangerfiatle» he was unmanly enough to 
complain öf the trouble it cost bim« 

Theodore knew. sufficient of geology to 
take much fatigue solely .upon himself ; and 
exploring the mountainous chain in every 
directron, many of his valuable observations 
afterwards graced the professor's Natural 
History of Norway. 

Having reached Christiana, they <:ros8ed 
directly to Zealand, and safely anehored in 
the bay of Copenhagen. To a young man 
of nineteen, the first visit to a capital is 
always a memorable event. Theodore was 
formed to discover ' and to appreciate every 
advantage of such a residence : he brought 
to its Society a mind already nobly cultivated, 
and a natural refinement of taste which 
waitedonly for development. 

But at first every thing feil short of his 
€xpectation. The public buildings wanted 
the magnificence his fancy was familiär with, 

£ 6 
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in the descriptions of Athens and of Rome : 
the state-ceremonies seemed flat and dimi- 
nutive ; the dress and manners of the great- 
est personages failed in dignity and distinc- 
tion. Time, however, taught him to look 
deeper ; and reflection discovering the ad- 

mirable interlor of public institutions, the 

■ 

Utility of certain modest. forms, and the 
real greatness of political men, gave more 
than Imagination had at first bestowed and 
then withdrawn. 

By long retirement, and the increasing 
reputation of former works, Professor Ser- 
gendal brought with him to Copenhagen the 
attraction of novelty. Many of his former 
competitprs were removed to other scenes ; 
and though a few literary rivals still main- 
tained their old warfare, a host of young 
students rallied round their philosophical 
chief, fought his battles with enthusiasm, 
and repeated his decisions as oracles. 

At his levees, Theodore saw nearly all the 
scientific persons whom choice brought to 
Denmark. Their conversation was an 
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eternal exercise of bis noblest facuhies* In 
the discussion of important subjects, whether 
moral cfr intellectual, he attended closely to* 
all that was said ; and, far removed from tha( 
childish, indiscriminate love of talent, which 
admires everything that is spoken because 
it is said well, he weighed every person's 
arguments, and acquu'ed by that means Vhe 
habit of strict investigation. 

The forwardness of sevcral men as young 
as himself, led them to hazard many crude 
speculations which he might have formed, 
but would always have had too much dis« 
cretion to utter. Men of riper judgment 
analyzed these chimeras, proved.their ab- 
surdity, or their latent mischief, and thus 
gave him lessons in the persona of others^ 

His judgment, his principles, his taste, 
thus forming together, he wanted only that 
most precious part of human knowledge,— 
knowledge of the world ; but this he could 
not learn . in the scientific circle at his pre* 
c^tor*^. Ämongst a set so different, ^that 
he might well miitake them for creatures^ of 
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another species, Theodore received hia? 
earliest lessons in what may be called the 
science of life : they were the associates of 
Heinreich, 

Immediately after reaching Copenhagen^ 
Theodore had hastened to Mr.Thonkild's 
for Information of his friend. Gold and 
formal in his address, Mr. Thonkild gave no 
pleasing impression of his own character, 
while he brieSy recapitulated various follies 
and excesses of Heinreich's. This gentleman 
was evidently a man of integrity ; yet there 
was in his discourse ä repelling indifierence 
to the moral welfare of others. After listen- 
ing to an anecdote of more than usual 
faultiness, Theodore asked, — " And pray, 
Sir, had you not the goodness to see Hein- 
reich upon this, and repeat to him the shame 
he is preparing for himself, the anguish for 
bis respectable father ?" 

" Why, indeed, Sir," replied the mer» 
cantile statue, '^ I had spoken to him -so 
often in vain, about little levities of lio con- 
sequence in comparison, fkat I found it be^t 
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to take HO farther trouble/' He paitsed|^ 
and Theodore, without answering, mad 
the comment toJhiinself — " Here, perbaps/ 
was the reason of Heinreich's inattention to 
advice upon importantsubjects; Mr. Thon« 
kild had schooled him too often in trifles/' 
That gentleman resumed :— 

*^ Pardon me for saying, Sir, that I must 
be allowed to dismiss this young man from 
my thoughts. If I could have served our 
woitfhy correspondent, I should have been 
glad ; but I cannot. His son is quite good- 
for-nothing. Excuse me further ; I have 
persons waiting for me« I wish you good 
morning," 

Perplexed between the hope that Mr» 
Thonkild*s apathy might have enlarge4v 
eccentricities into crimes, and the fear that 
Heinreich's disposidon inclined him to dissi- 
pation, Theodore pensively took the way 
to his Iqdgings^ 

He found his friend just preparing to join 
a coBvivial meeting at an hotel, wbere every 
gay adventurer of the city was to be met 
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i^ Company with a few yoüng nobles^ whora 
JlQl inordinate passion for cöarse pleasures 
brought toa temporary kvel with the rest. 

The gloss of Heinreich 's shewy person 
was rather tarnished by threeyears'residience 
in the capital ; but an air pf elegance sup- 
plied the deficiency, and the transport with 
which he embraced the companion of hist 
childhood, gave more than their former 
tustre to his eyes, 

Theodore pressed him to his fuUj^his 
uncorrupted heart with a gush of tender- 
ness; for at that moment an hithertoun- 
d^tected likeness to Dofrestom appeared in 
the fleeting. expression of his son's face. 
" I cannot believe you are changed !* ^ he 
exclaimcd ; " I am sure you are still my 
good, my dear Heinreich !" 

*' Good !" repeated Heinreich, covering 
his confusion with a laugh ; *' not much of 
that I fear, my dear boy ; saints at Aardal . 
will turn sinners at Copenhagen, I suspect j 
so look to yourself, Theodore : but after 
aJI^ I am as goodas my neighboursf and^ 
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between ourselves, twenty times better thaii 
some precise personages who take upon, 
them to lecture me." 

Theodore did not go there to lecture ; 
so tuming the subject upon the respected 
friends they had left at Aardal, he sought 
to revive the recölIeGtion of truer hearts 
and more innocent pleasures, than those by 
which Heinreich was now surrounded. 
- Theodore was pleased to observe the 
readiness with which Heinreich relinquished 
the party he was going to ; and, willing to 
See his character in the most favourable light, 
he would not allow his boastful conversation 
to awaken'any suspicion that in this readi- 
ness there was more eagerness to display 
newly-acquired consequence, than interest 
in the society of his friend. 
• Heinreich's spirits were at the most ex- 
travagant pilch : he was already engaged as 
first Singer at the royal concerts, and had 
lately received an overture from the French 
envoy to return in his suite to France. Liffed, 
for a moment, by the unsteady wave of po- 
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pular admiration, to a level with peers and 
princes, this intoxicated young man believed 
that wave was neyer to sink. His vanity 
made him forget that it is only superior 
virtue vfhkh ennobles the low-born, either 
in the eyes of wisdom or of folly ; that ta« 
lents, without that distinction, may pro- 
cura for their pos$essors flattery and tran- 
sient luxury, but never can buy respect. 

He had learned the coquetry of wit'h- 
holding pleasure, that it might be more 
passionately solicited ; but he little dreamt 
that whiie his singing, his playing, and hia 
mimickry were won from him by the mixed 
prayers and praises of beaüty and of rank, 
he was in reality the object of their con^- 
tenipt and the sport of their ridicule. , 

Their own flatteries, and his credulity, 
insplence, or airs of condescension,- enter« 
taihed them nearly as much as the talents 
he displayed: they considered him as an 
Instrument for their amusemeht, white he 
believed himself an associate in their plea« 
sures« 
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Tbeodore's unprejudiced good 8en$e 
jfaiied not to draw the right conclusion 
from Heinreich's inflated descriptions of bis 
high acquaiataace : still he spoke not ; for 
this was his hour of Observation : advice, to 
be tiseful, must not be given hastily« 
. Kindling with its own rapidity, Hein* 
reich's vanity began with distressing Theo* 
dore, and finished by shocking him. The 
inconsiderate young man forgot how gra- 
dual had been the stepsr by which even his 
unfixed character had reached that point, 
in which the adtniration of the profligate is 
thought as great a distinction as that of the 
estimable; and amongst the various con-« 
quests oyer female hearts which his persoi^ 
anivoice had achieved, he dwelt with pe* 
culiar enthusiasm upon that of a fair dancer 
at the theatre. 

The lady in question had the credit of 
being supporjed in the splendor of her esta- 
blishment, by one of the two Gount Gul- 
derlieus (illegitimate son^ of the late King), 
and the notoriety of her passion for Hein* 
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reich Dofrestom was so likely to preclpi^ 
täte her from that lofty Station, that he 
believed himself boünd to decree to this 
vrorthless passion all the honours due to a 
virtuous sentiment. 

Theodofe's serious attentivehess gave way 
to the most animäted indignation. ** Pro- 
fane not the name of love, Heinreich," he 
exclaimed, " by applyihg it to any feeling 
of such a woman; it is impossibk you can 
look on her but as a detestable and dis-^ 
honest wretch : detestable, first for seHing 
herseif; and dishonest afterwards, for giv- 
ing any shäre of her sbameful seif, either 
her thoughts or her person, to you. I can 
pity, I can pardon, I can love you through ^ 
every involuntary transgression, through 
every delüsion of your fancy ; but if I am 
to find your heart corrupted, and your very 
judgment the pahder of your passionsj I 
cleave to you, I love you, no longer.** 

The unusual vehemence of Theodore, 
the severe expression of bis countenance, 
awed Heinreich into ä real emotion of 
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diame. He began to e2;plain, to apologise, 
to recant ; he had a pathetic story to teil of 
Stephania's first saduction; of all she had 
sufiered since ; of the temptations Count 
Gulderlieu held out to her; of her yielding 
at last, chiefly for the sake of advancing the 
fortünes of her indigent family. 

Theodore could not be imposed on : it 
"was possible that the girl was good-natured, 
therefore wished her family coipfortable ; 
apd that she preferred her own temporary 
. gratification to future interest. While she 
liked Heinreicb, she could heroically make 
the sacrifice of Count Gulderlieu*s wealth } 
and when tired of the former, she would as 
carelessly sacrifice his attachment to some 
other caprice. 

Seriously . impressed with his friend's 
danger, Theodore tried to regain his own 
self-command, before he ventured to probe 
the heart of Heinreich. Ic was not often 
that be.was thus hurried out of himself ; 
for in general his gentle nature had such an 
^ amiabie distrust of appearances, that con- 
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yiction came too gradually for Indignation 
to follow it. But the surprize, the horror 
he fdt at the unequivocri words of his per- 
verted friend, did not allow him to hesitate 
at present. 

It is true, Theodore was so Httle ac- 
quainted with the world, that he foresaw 
not all the disastrous consequences which 
never fall atteiiding such disgraceful con- 
nections ; therefore he had no prudent ar- 
guments to offer ; he was reused to hoiior- 
able Indignation by a sincere love of virtue, 
and by horror at the profligate want of 
shame, implied by Heinreich's triumph in 
the Publicity of his rivalry with Count Gul'- 
derlieu. 

The evening that had begun so cordially 
and so gaily,.ended in gloom. Theodore 
urged every argument that was likely to 
revive the dirly sentiments of religion and 
morality in the souI of Heinreich ; while 
Heinreich, confounded but not repentant» 
and less sincere than ever, aSecled tö be so 
seriously moved by his frirad'^ discourse^ 

4 
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tbat he sent hinv away conciliated and con- 
soled. 

Brief was this deceitful calm : each fresh 
report of Heinreich's conduct and extrava- 
gance, each interview with him, assisted in 
tirithdrawing the veil which affection had 
placed between its object and ruin. 

Theodore saw that, trusting solely to 
his genius, Heinreich devoted but a very 
small portion of his time to the. perfection 
of his art ; that he never sung or played 
but in the midst of a circle, and consomed 
his yoqth, in short, in a life of idle dissipa«» 
tion. The idol of one Company, and the 
buffoon of another, he mixed with various 
classes of worthless society ; and ambitious 
of being received there on a footing of 
equality, shared in expences for which he 
was obliged to humble himself to his real 
friends. The profits of his profession were, 
indeed, inadequate to such extravagance, 
he was therefore greatly in debt. 

Theodore sometimes took advantage of 
HeiQreich's necessities, to urge his relin« 
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quishment of a pursuit which brought so 
doubtfül an emolument ; the little he had 
to give was taken from the moderate allow- 
ance now given him by Professor Sergendal, 
and he once ventured to say, as he tendered 
it, " If I indulged myself in such expensive 
habits, my dear Heinreich, where would I 
find means to enjoy this real pleasure of 
obliging you ?" 

" And if .1 were not a thoughtless crea- 
ture, unable to consider that sordid thing 
called money, where would your kindness 
find exercise ?** This was th^ reply of 
Heinreich : its levity revolted Theodore ; 
and had it been addressed to aiiother^ he 
would have remarked the ungrateful slight 
which it threw upon generous prudence; 
but he buried a sigh in a smile, and ter- 
xninated the conversation. 

Theodore was- aware of Professor Ser- 
gendal's ruthless severity to oflFenders } yet 
fearful of trusting solely to his own judg« 
ment, he consulted him upon the measures 
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he cught to take wtth respect to Hein«» 
reich. 

The Professor .vehemently agreed with 
hini in believmg it his duty not to mask any 
thing, but sincerely to show Dofrestomthe 
Situation of hisson. He added, *' Dofrestom 
will do wisely to order the young fellow 
home, and tarne his spirit by a life of hard 
labour/' 

Theodore did not assent to the ivhole of 
this opinion, though he saw the necessity of 
sincerity'j and flattered hiraself that if Do* 
frestom could prevail on his son to re-visit 
hoipe, his paternal eloquence would event* 
«ally induce him to abandon^ if not his mu* 
sical profession, his expensive habits. He 
wrote, therefore, a faithfui, yet indulgent^ 
description of the ruin that threateued 
Heinreich ; and having told his-thoi^htlesg 
friend that he had done so, endeavoured» 
by a mixture of firmness and compliance, 
to bend him to better things« 

Alas ! the only proof pbtained by Theo* 
dore of his ascendaniiy over H^nreich^ was 

VOL. I. F 
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the degrading one of dupUcity. : the mis- 
guided young man had no longer the ix>Id* 
ness to avow either bis expences, or his in- 
tercourse with Stephania ; and the falsehobds 
to which be bad recourse, being often dis« 
covered unexpectedly by Theodore, gave 
the last blow to that äfFectionate friend's 
esteem. 

At tbe beginning of the last Century posts 
neere scarcely established throughout Nor- 
vrzy : letters made their appearance, rather 
oftener tban comets it is true, bat vulgär cal- 
culation was as much baf&ed by the one as 
the other; consequently many destruc^ve 
Steps were taken by Heinreich^ long ere bis 
father's command arrived to order him 
home. 

Meanwhile Theodore bad much to sufier 
from the morose humour of his preceptor. 
Now irritated by printers, now by critics ; 
eomettmes by the neglect of one person, er 
the senseiess homage of another, Sergendal 
found reasons to justify iil-temper evea in 
the midst of gratifiod selMove. One leaf 
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raffled on his bed of roses, was at any time 
enough to chafe him into fury ; and from 
being displeased with Theodore for attempt« 
tng to explain and to soothe, when he re- 
soIv€d to contmue outrageous, he grew 
into an envious feeling of the consideration 
he ^oyed amongst literary men« 

The glow of triupphant satisfiiction with 
which Sergendal had begun his residente at 
Copenhagen, soon changed into gloom» 
Theodore, perpetually säcrificed the gratsfi* 
cation of laudable curiosity to the gfateful 
desire of pleasing his instructor ; neverthe* 
less he found, ' that he who gives up to a 
violent temper, must do it without the hope 
of obtaining peace ; must do it solely frcmi 
the Christian determixiation of suffedng pa« 
tiaatly. 

<* For what glory is it, if when ye be 
buffetted for yöur iauks^ ye shall take it pa- 
tiently? But if when you do well, and 
suffer for it, ye take it padaitly,^ this is ac* 
ceptable witb God»'* These sacred words 
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were not often upon hb ups, but they wei« 
always in his heait. 

. His temper tried by the profe^or's in- 
£rtnity, and his heart tortured by the 
vorthleas csireer -of Heinreich, he began to 
Ipok wkh eagerness towards the period 
destined for his retiirn to Norway, Six 
weeks only had yet to pass, and he would 
retum— ^retum to shai-e the sorrow, perhaps 
xiifiiculties, of.theveherable coupie who had 
beea to him as parents — feturn to fix for 
Ufe in peaceful obscurity^ \vhile possibly he 
had relatiojis tben acting distinguisbed parts 
,on the stage of public life» who would 
^ladly own him. That thought siili tugged 
at his heart, and made; hinr f eel ho\v much 
it cost to bc resigned to this decree of Pro- 
vidence. 

He was sittirfg buried iß z reverie on this 
siibjecHn a comer of the professor's room 
?ime moming, M^hen, amongst the ebb and 
flow pf the visiting tide that generaliy filied 
k, be saw two gentlemen belpnging tp the 
Queenf s household ; aomebody ask/eä wbat 
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was the news ^n their gay world ; the an*« 
swer, carelessly given, transfixed Theodore. 
*• A ridiculous adventure enough j— the 
high admirai has lost his chere amie after 
all. Stephania Richeman has gon'e off with 
the singerDofrestom." 

Theodore started from his^seat^ uncon- 
scious of the action, and some agitated 
words escap^d his lips : bat recovering pre* 
sence of mind, he requested the professor's 
leave to absem«hiinself for a short time, and 
obtaining it, he hastened to learn the truth 
or falsehood of this report. 

On reaching Heihreich's lodging, he re* 
cdved painfui confirmation of the fact, from 
ihe man who served him as valet. This 
per^on made no secret of his master's de* 
parture v^ith Stephania : he told Theodore 
that they were gone to Dresden^ where 
M'atnselle Rieheman had many patrons; 
that being wearied out by the solidtations 
of her fatnily to breakoff her intimacy with 
a man of whom her protector was jealous^ 
and tired t>f that protector himself, she had 

• 
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proposed this spirited step to her lover, and 
he had immediately consented. ^* They are 
now, Sir/' addeif the careless Speaker, 
*^ half way to Dresden perhaps ; and I am 
to follow my master as soon as I have sei- 
tied some little affair of my own/' 

^* You will oblige me by leaving me 
alone/' said Theodore : ^K I see pen and 
ink in the room, and I wish to vnrite a 
letter. I wish to think a few moments/' 

The man fiimiliarly hummed himself oot 
öf the room, änd as he closed the, door, 
Theodore rpse and locked it. Secure from 
the witness of any weakness he might give 
way to in the contemplation of the past and 
the present, Theodore buried his face in 
his hands, and resting it cm the table, was 
soon entirely lost in a crowd of wretcbed 
thoughts. After a long and a^tated re* 
verie, his confasion of ideas gradually 
cleared; he began to recover from the 
shocking surprize into which this worthless 
act had thrown him, and to confess that 
from their earliest years^ even in the bosom 
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of goodness, Heinreich had given no pro- 
mise öf better things. Memory could not 
recali one childish sacrifice, one spon« 
taneous act of generous feeling : naturaliy 
gay and good-humoured, and the idol of 
the neighbourhood, he could never be 
otherwise than amiable; nothing criminal 
in the valley tempted his wishes, and called 
oti his friends to oppose them ; and Theo- 
dore, by making it his principle of action 
always to give up his own inclination when 
it clashed with that of another, innocently 
fostered.the selfishness of his play-fellow* 

It is painful^ it is agonizing to find the 
character we love, fallen from excellence 
to guilt ; bot how far beyond all the bitter- 
ness of such grief, is the discovery that 
what we have loved, has never deserved 
Qur affection ! 

The soul that was originally pure, may 
wash off its stains ; but a nature which con« 
tained the germ of every vice, and wanted 
only circumstances to develope them, has 
no soil in which a^irtue can take root. 

F 4 
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The repeated proofe of Heinreich's dis* 
soluteness and insensibility, \vhich Theo- 
dore had been hourly witnessing for six 
months, gradually ** severed siring aftei* 
string ;^' and now the last coyd that tied 

« 

the mgrate to his friend's estimable hearfi 
gave way, and loosed hiin from it for 
ever. , , 

Yet closer did the aiFection pf Theodore 
cleave to the venerable Image of Dofrestom j 
and more determined than ever, to devote 
his whole being to this deserted old manj 
he took up a pen to write to Heinreich be« 
fof e he returned home. 

The letter was caffculated to awaken 
shanie and repentance in a thinking mind : 
k was written in a strain of gentle reproof, 
and with the promise of obtaining his 
father^s füll pardon for the past, whenevep 
che offender shoüld return to them with a 
sincere Intention of amendment. 

Having given the letter to Heinreich*s 
servant, Theodore went back to the pro« 
fesson 
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Fprtuaately it was his dinner hour^ so 
that the crowd of visitors was gone« In 
extreme distress, Theodore briefly stated 
vth^i had occurred» adding, ^^ I had hoped, 
deair Kr, to ^ve been able to ask leave of 
absence from home, nay to take tt, tili it 
wpuld suit yoor convaueiice to part with 
me; or, wbat I shoald have liked mucb 
bett6r, tili you coold have returned wxth 
me ; but I must never indu^e in pleastpg 
dreams: I have been already, perhaps^ 
sufficiently indulged by the permissioa to . 
make .tbis delightfal visit. My poor father 
will now require all the comfort and asstst*- 
ance I can bestow, so I must reluctantly 
request you will think of my retuming 
next month.** 

SergendaU as mtght be expected from 
his character, hac^atorrent of wrath and of 
obstacles to oppose to this request ; it was . 
impossible for him to return ; that Theodore 
knew, and his work was not half printed,— • 
he häd depended upon Theodore for draw^ 
ing up a table of contents in the shape of 

F 5 
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an analysis of each chapter, and a copious 
index, and now all that labour must fall 
back upon the professor. 

Theodore mildly assüred him* that lie 
would immediately begin this important 
and agreeable task: then recapitulating 
what he owed to the professor's kind tuitiQB) 
and all the intellectual pleasures he had 
enjoyed through his means at Copenbagen, 
he di^ayed so much candour and grad- 
tude, that Sergendal was touched and be- 
came ailent. 

Something moce than silence was neces- 
saiy: Theodore was obliged to inquire 
whether he was to make bis arrangements 
to return alone, or whether the professor 
would provide a companion for bim. 
" You are very impatient, Sir," exciaimed 
Sergendal ; '^ in spite of these florid ezpres- 
tions of regret smd regard, I cannpt help 
recurring to your conduct, and that, . Sir, 
teaches me to believe that I am not the first 
object of your aflFection." 

'^ ^ I never sought to make you think so» 
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dear Sir,*', replied Theodore ; *^ since I 
have häd the happiness of knowing you» I 
have feit an equal degree of respectful 
affectioii for yourself, and for my fether 
Dofrestom } but I believe,'* — he hesitated 
for a moment. — " Go on, young man/*— 
^* I believe my first Obligation is to him» 
and tfaat when he is threatened with a 
dreadful calamity, I am bound to sacrifice 
your convenience, dear Sir, with my own 
ardent wishes, to the chance of comforting 
and helping him/* 

'^ Let me hear no more of this moral 
arithmetic, I beg, . Sir,'* interrupted the 
professor ; *' it has a disgosdng air of cant 
and coldness that insults me : I like young 
men to act from impulse.** 

An expressbn in the eyes of Theodore, 
that recalled the conduct of Heinreich, 
made Sergendal add hastily, -— *^ Good im- 
pulses, Sif, I mean ; such, as gratitude, 
aiFecuon* If you really did feel grateful and 
attached to me, you would not have tha 
coolness to argue in this manner«** 

F 6 
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" My Short life has been one of obliga- 
tions/' repHed Theodore, bis eyes moist- 
ened with tears; >* and I have hitherta 
tried— conscientiöusly tried to acquit myself 
of the vast debt towards any one that ha^ 
Claims on me; if my heart over-rates 
what I owe to him who fostered my orphan 
irifancy, and under-rates what I owe to you 
who hare given life and value to my noWei* 
feculties, I pray God to set me right. At 
present I feel with bittemess of spirit, . that 
because I am very grateful to another, you 
will not believe me otherwise than ungrate- 
fiil t6 yourself.** — He paused, unable*to 
artieulate more. - 

The professor^s heart smoCe htm; and 
fbllowing the kindly impulse, he embraced 
bis pupiK ^* K your society were less 
agreeable to me, Quevara, in short, if I 
boked on you as I do on other young 
Cellows» 1 would not be so anxious to keep 
you with me. Let me teil you, ir is a dis* 
tinetion you should be proud of> when you 
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See -how I am courted by all the rising 
genius of the age." • 

'' I fear, Sir, such a circle of friends 
and admirers will detain you long from 
oiir Valley/* This Observation gave a tum 
to the conversation, and Theodore endea- 
voured to collect from the professor some 
instructions for bis future mediation be« 
tween Dofrestom and bis ton. 

Several days elapsed after this, and Ser- 
gendal still avoided the subject of Theo- 
dore's conveyance back to Norway. Mean-^ 
while Theodore toiled cheeifuUy over the 
analysis, and soon completed it. He was 
itieditating how to re-open the dangeroils 
topic» when a short letter from Dofrestom,* 
containing one from bis son, arrived at 
Copenhagen. It was a positive command 
fbr Heinreicb to set out wJthout delay for 
Aardal, accompanied by a petition för 
Theodore to be bis companion. 

Heinreich, indeed, was beyond the reacb 
cf that letter's authority ; but Theodore, «a 
presenting his to the professor, firmly an* 
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nounced bis resolütion of departing alone, 
as soon as he should hear of a vessel bound 
direct for Bergen or Lavanger. 

Again the selfish unreasonableness of the 
prpfessor burst fortb, and coupling the ex- 
torted permission with a threac of punishing 
bis ingratitude, he left poer Theodore to 
feel tbat all who seek to act right, must pre* 
pare " to take up their cross." 

A marked displeasure continued to low^r 
on the professor's brow, and to thunder 
in bis voice for some days after this Con- 
ference: at length, while seated in bis 
literary circle one moming, he was sud- 
denly seized with a paralytic stroke whicb 
deprived bim at once of consciousness and* 
the power of motion. 

This event banished Aardal from the 
tboughts of Theodore : compassion and 
gratitude were here more imperiously 
called upon^ than they could be there ; and 
with the unwearied attention of genuine 
attachment, forgetting Insult in pity, he. 
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watched and waited by the sick-bed of the 
Professor« 

^s soon as returning sense xnade Sergen« 
dal conscious of Thepdore's attendance^ he 
shewed an eagemess of love for him beyond 
all that he had ever testiiied. He followed 
bis figure with bis eyes \(rherever he 
moved ; he looked at him with tears run* 
ning down bis cheeks, while bis whole 
countenance betrayed strong inward emo« 
tion } in short, he $eemed desiicous to say 
sometbing or do sometbing that was to be 
serviceable to Theodore; but^ motionless 
and speecbless, he could only sigb beavily 
and lift bis eyes to Heaven. 

Theodore'« tears often dropt on the 
deatbly band he bent bis bead over, as he 
knelt to place the pillows of bis instructor ; 
the dying man seemed fuUy sensible of this 
tenderness, and at such times made more 
distressing efforts to speak. 

At lengtb exhausted nature ceased to 
act, and on the tenth day the professor 
breathed bis last. 
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Deeply afFected by his^ loss, Theodore 
required the aid and advice of two or three 
excellent men who were in the habit of 
familiarly frequenting the professor's Iqdg* 
ings : these gentlemen sought in vain for a 
will ; one was at last produced by a young 
civilran who had lately become a successful 
riyal of Theodore with the professor, but 
whose presence, during his illness, app^ar« 
ed to cause him the utmpst disgust. 

The will bei|ig opened, its date proved it 
to have been the productiön of temporary 
anger at Theodore. It bequeathed all th« 
professor's personals and ready money to 
this ypung man ; his house^ at Aardal to 
the parish for its pastor ; a small annuity 
to Christian ^ made the academy at Chris- 
tiana his residuary legatees ; and left Theo« 
dore the profits only of an unpublished, 
unfinished manuscript. 

More shocked at the unfavourable effect 
this produced upon others, than keenly 
disappointed in his own person, Theodore 
laboured to convince the friends of Profes- 
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sor Sergendal, that during his last illness 
the mistaken man shewed visible regret for 
what he had done : it ^ras now cfear to him, 
and he soon rfiade it so to them> that had 
the Professor been capable of speech or of 
writing, he wouW have made a kinder dis- 
position of his property. — " As it is," said 
Theodore, " I am.disappointed a little, but 
not afflicted, since I am s'ure the professor's 
heart did me justice before he died/' 

In qaality of heir, Brandt (the civilian) 
töok upon him to execute those sad ofEces, 
the Performance of in^hich sometimes 
soothes real grief ; and all that was left to 
Theodore, was the melancholy consolation 
of attending his preceptor's remains' to their 
last abocle. 

It is customary in Denmark to Surround 
cach grave with doleful or cheerfui shrubs, 
at the fancy of the survivors : thus altemate 
thickets of roses and of cypress, of lilacs 
and of juniper, give the air of a garden to 
every church-yard. 
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Theodore planted a circle of hawthorns , 
round the cold bed of the professor^ and 
the next moniing set sail in a merchant 
vessel for the port of Bergen» 



( »15 ) 



CHAPTER IV. 

T^HEODORE'S voyage was remarkably 
tedious, yet not dangerous ; and care- 
less about the dreariness of a solitary jour-» 
ney, through the wild country leading to 
Sogne-fiordy he proceeded without delay 
to the Valley of Aardal. 

It wa&theend of March^ awmtermonth 
mNorway, during which clear frost and 
serene skies render travelling delightfui« 

The lakes and rivers were fts hard and 
as bright as crystal; the beautifui hoar- 
frost that sparkied from the mossy sides of 
the.highest mountains, and hung every tree 
and shrub with brilliant festoons, sometimes 
blazed with the meridian sun, sometimes 
reflected the tender moon-light, or was su<i« 
cessively illuminated and darkened, by the 
flash and retreat of the aurora borealis. 
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The silence of the scene added to its 
magnificence : Theodore's wearied spirit 
found rest in this repose of nature : the 
ihunderof falling waters, the tempestuous 
tossing of forests, the sound of wind and 
rain, and all that awful din of elemental 
strife which hftd animated his autumnal 
journey, were now hushed. Winter 's 
mighty wand had arrested the cataract ixi 
its fall, chained the river to its bed, and 
fixed the trees, like the white coral groves 
of ocean, in motionless beauty» 

*' Yes ! 'this is the true 'home cf man ;** 
repeated Theodoi'e to himself, as he feit 
the alternate glow of admiration and the 
tranquillity «f peace succeed each other' in 
his heart. *' Pleasure may be found in the 
World, but happiness dwells with retire- 
ment." 

If he judged wrongj let him not be con* 
demned : he had just received in that world 
two severe wounds ; it seeihed to him thal 
if Heinreich änd the professor had not en» 
tered it, the one would bare continued 
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harmless, and the other would not have 
quitted life repaying attachment with inr 
gratitude, 

As he approached Aardal, many painful 
apprehension« aro^e : he pictured the ex- 
f ecr.ation and tbe disappointment of Dofres- 
tom and Catherine, who were anticipating 
Heinreich's arrival also. That animating 
€xpectaiion, how it would appear in Cathe» 
rine's preparations ! the glowing stove, thp 
newly-burnished benches, the room deco« 
rated with the glossy leaves and berries of 
the holly, the best linen, and sorne rurai 
dainty for their late supper; all these 5im* 
ple circumstances rose before the imagina? 
tioii of Theodore, CatherineV sniiling 
countenance, and the placid one of Do- 
frestom, completed the mental picture. 

•^ How am I to teil them," he agked 
hitnself, as he entered the valley^ two 
«uch bitter disappointments ? Heif^reich'3 
iproflfgacy, the professor's unkindness !*^ 
He was now close to. the cottsige ; tbe moon 
6ho0e pait^nufoerouscaseineDte, smd upoa 
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the icicies that were mixed wkh the ivy 
arounid therh. All the shrubs in the gardea 
were bright with the frost and the moon- 
light : it looked the abode of peace — r and he 
was to break that peace ! 

At the sound of his Steps, the watch-dog 
sprang upon him with a loud bark, butdirect* 
ly soothed by his voice, followed him joyfully 
to the door, as he lifted the latch and en* 
tered. 

Catherine was ^tting alone on a low stool 
by the fire, and that was nearly out. Oa 
a table before her lay the well.known bible, 
opeh, and blistered with tears. She turned 
her head at the nsound of a step, and, recpg* 
nizing Theodore, uttered an hysteric scream. 
That cry, and the sight of her altered 
face, assared Theodore he bad nothing to 
teil! 

He ran forward, and stretching out his 
arms, received her, half senseless, within 
them. She sobbed ; she uttered shprt and 
Piercing shrieks ; and though tremblisg 
as if her whok frame were loocened hf 
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emotion, her band grasped bis witb a tight« 
ness tbat defied tbe power of removal* 

A sad and faultering voice was now beard 
to issue from the next Chamber. Theodore 
caught tbese words : " Catherine, is it our 
child ? is it Theodore ? Gome to me, Ca- 
therine/* 

Theodore's fäiling strength returned at 
these doleful sounds. Still clasping the 
speecbless Catherine, he rushed into the 
adjoming room, and threw himself on his 
knees by Dofrestom's bed* The old man 
grasped bis neck, and, barsting into tears^ 
hung there in silence. Catherine continued 
to utter hysteric cries; the oid man to weep ; 
and the sad Theodore, unable to address 
eitber, raised bis eyes and bis beart to 
Heaven, wbere he, wbo comforted all, 
sougbt bis only comforter. 

By slow degrees Catherine recovered hei^ 
self'possession, and Dofre^tom was able to 
ask and tq answer questions. Theodore 
tben learnt, tbat a letter from Mr. Thon- 
ktld bad given tbe particulars of Heinreich's 
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elopement with Stephania Richeman. That 
gentleman had been applied to by the crei 
ditors of Heinreich, and he wrote merely to 
know whether Dofrestom had the meäns änd 
the inclination to satisfy their demands. 
** No man shall suffer by my cruel boy !*' 
Said Dofrestom, with a heavy sigh, *' no 
.man but myself. Catherine and I will deny 
ourselves every thing, tili we have paid the 
last doUar ; and I am sure, Theodor^, you 
will cheerfully do the same. However, 
better days are in stbre for you ; whexi 
Professor Sergendal leaves the wörld, you 
will have the power to do what I used to 
doj but must do no longer." 

Xheodore's saddened eyes tqmed away 
from those of bis poor friend* Anxipus to 
delay.the stroke of another disappointmenr, 
he rose in confusion, änd complaining of 
£eeling faint from long travelling without 
refresbmenr, prayed Catherine to get him 
supper. 

Catherine had Io6t none of her pleasure 
in serving others, though tbe alacrity of 
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cheerfulAess had left her* She hai$tened to 
spread the Utile table in the other roonr^ 
with all tbat her cupboard aSbrded. It was 
«tot no w as plentifui aa formerly ; every thing 
she produced bespoke neglect and severe 
economy. There was iK3ne but rye-cakes 
in the cottage, .and.those stale ; some dried 
fish, and a few preserved niurtrons^ (a sort 
pf wild plun^,) was alL she had to offer. 

A smile of pensive acknowledgment for 
what she did give him, consoled her for 
the want of what she did not ; and as she 

■ 

listened to bis healing accents, her softening 
heart confessed its late ingratitude to Heaven, 
for thinking that all hap^iness had gojie with 
Heinreich. 

The truth had been so harshly told by 
Mr. Thonkild, ahat Theodore's milder 
Communications insensibly diminished the 
liorror of the first shock. He described the 
temptations of the capital ; and Catherine's 
ignorance even magnifying their power over 
innocen^e» belped to palliate what could 
not be defended. 

VOL*I. ^ G 
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Desirous to avoid the subject more imme* 
diately connected with his owh prosperity» 
fae proposed parting for the night, in order 
to give them all repose after the agitation of 
ineeting. ^^ To-morrow we shall talk of 
Copenhagen, and the professor, and what« 
etrer I know will interest you/* he said, 
roing fn>m his homelj meäl ; ^ to-night 
ve must all try^ to fbrget out cares.*' He 
then vent to beg the blessing of the night 
froni Dofrestom, and repeadog to him vrhdjt 
he had said to Catherine^ redred to his apart« 
ment. 

Fortunately for Theodore, Dofrestom 
had Iired too mu^h in other countries, to 
retain the rudest of Norwegian customs» 
In his house, therefore, each person had 
soxne nook, however small, that he mig^t 
call his own ; some sanctuary where grief 
might mdulge itself without witnesses, and 
piety utter her fehrent prayer, undisturbed 
by the fear of intruaion. 

Theodore's sleepless agitation had no 
obsenren He rose the next moming unre« 



THE ESCLUSE OF NORWAt» I23 

freshed, but composed.} andgently opeamg 
the doar of Dofrestom's room, saw, with 
ple^isure^ that he was still asleq». To 
defer speaking of the professor^s death, he 
V^lked softly out of the house, and putw 
po^g to return by the usual break&st hour,. 
proceeded in the direction of the motmtains» 
towards Aardal. 

The hamlet, built on a plateau of the 
Sogne^fialle, was discernible at a great 
di$tance* The red tiles with which the 
houses were roofed, began to appear through 
the melting snow ; "but every thing* was 
still ; all its peaceful inhabitants were buried 
in sieep. The spire of the little church, 
gKttering on the bright blue^ky, recalied 
the idea of the worthy pastor from iffbose 
lessons he and Heinreich had first received 
the seeds of knowledgie. He sighed over 
the memory of this excellent man, but still 
more over that of his misguided friend« 
Wherever he tume^^ pbjects presented 
themselves that, recalling many a to3 or 
Sport of their childhood, made his heart 
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bleed :.with remembrance. His walk dld nort 
animate bis ^pirits, thpugh h aSbrded hiin 
an oppor^unity of .fortifyiag himeelf against 
jtbe impression of these tacal remembxances j 
;uid, for the sake of Heinreich's fatber and 
aunty be believeU bimself called upon Co 
subdue even tbe appearance of poignant re- 
gret. X t 

' Witbout pursuingstbe path to tbe bamleC, . 
he tumed back, and went down tl^e valley, 
towards the bouse, pf the professor. To bis 
saddened imaglnatbn it wore an air of fright^t 
ful desolateness» AU the Windows werp 
closed, and he saw no other living thjng ~ 
than a solitary elk, seeking for moss and 
berries» under the snow of tbe optw^rd 

jCÖUlJ. 

Tbis poor animal bad beena favounte 
with the* professor,; and Theodore recalied 
the many injunctions be bad glven his hou^e- 
keeper on their departure» to. let bim find 
bis pet sleek and pluiop when besbould 
jeturn. Tbe creature c^nie to fainr.whea 
Jhe i:alled' her % m^ as ^he licked ,h)s bandt 
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he feit a tear Start into his eye. ^^ Poor 
LHla!*' he repeated, " poor Lilla ! — you 
have lostakind master^ but I will take care 
of you/* 

Having stood awhUe leaning over the gate, 
and revolving many past scenes^ he patted 
LiHa again, and tumed away. 

When he returned home, he found that 
Dofrestom had made aa efibrt^ and quitted 
his bed ; an effort to vhich a wounded 
^irit rather than an enfeebled body had 
hitherto made him inaapable. The dejectiofli 
of his venerable face gave way to traoeient 
brightness wE^ Theodore eiitered. He 
shook back his thick grey locks, and heid 
out his ahns to him. Theodore ki&ed his 
brow. Catherine was busy t^ming some 
' wheaten bread upon in iron plate above the 
fire ; and she took care to teil her dear 
Thtodore, that although she had for some 
time onl^ allowed common äad-bn>d to be 
used, she was now making a little exception 
in favour of his retum. 

Their breakfast was less plentiful, and 
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much coarser than usual ; but it was served 
oa spotless linen, witb its customary neat- 
ness ; the furniture of tbe loom was as 
shioing as ever ; and the floor as carefully 
strewed with the young sprouts of ^he fir 
andjuniper. 

As Theodore looked round the apart« 
menr, and feit the sub^antials of comfort, 
in varmtb, neatness, and affection ; hurried 
into mom^üttary enthusiasm, he $tretched 
out a hand to each of hi$ dear. companionS) 
exdaimmg, ^^ Well ! we have still enough 
for content/'^ 

*^ Tes, if 1 thought Heinreich would ever 
retttm to xis» and forget all that the cruel 
World hat taught him to love so much.'^ 
Dofrestom paused after saying this ; then 
endewouring to look Cheerful, as.ked after 
tfae faealth and the retum of the professon 
Theodore's cpuntenance seldom required 
assistance from speech : its altered expres- 
aion disclosed the truth. Dofrestom put 
down his untasted breakfast: " Sure|ly» 
my son, -^ the professor is -r- Good God ! 
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can it be that he is dead ?*' Iheodore bowed 
his head in token of assent. 

Catherine utiered an exclamation of sor« 
prize and concern; and Dofrestom re« 
xnained a few moments in sHent awe. At 
length he spoke. ^' He is gone theo, l 
trust, to find a happier world than the one 
we are left in ! *— Blessed ^must have been 
his lasthour, for you mott likelj were with 
htm ; and he most have died happf , think- 
ing h^ could leave you a proof of his af* 
fection, and a testimöny of your o\im 
deserts, My old age — i»/ death-bed •— ^ 
my son, on the contrary — — " 

Theodore hastened to intorupt the me» 
kmcholy anticipation, by presaging bettes 
feelings in Heinreich, and happier days for 
them all. 

« Well, well !" replied Dofrestom, « time 
only can shew wbo judges right ; for / hopcr 
nothing now* Let us go back to the otho; 
sobject. How long has the professqr beei^ 
dead ? Who is left to settle his aflfairs ?'' 

** Two Tery worthy mm are his execu- 
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tors, and -— ** Theodore hesitated ; ** I fear 
you will be disappointed on my account, dear 
fetber, for I am sorry to add, for all our 
sakes nöw, that except ^ very trifling be- 
quest indeed, I am not considered in the 

" Büt'you are. I have a copyof the 
professör's will, witnessed by myself; he 
#rote it and read it ib me, andgäve it^ me 
the day Bb left 'hfs' ropm after his illness.'^ 
Döfrestom startedTrom^ Ks chair, fo go in 
search öf this importänt docamenn ^Theo-- 
flwe gently retain^d him. A short diälogue* 
explained the whole matter, convincing Do-* 
frestom and his si$ter, that theirbeloved 
orphan was a vjctim either to Connsdlor 
Brandt, or to the morbid humour of the 
professor." 

*^ So," cried Catherine, *^ after doihg 
Äothing all his Itfe but call other people^ 
ungrateful, the professor dies, proving him- 
seif ^^the most ungrateful man that ever 
lived !'' 

Theodore mildly interrupted her j lie 
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Said all that was possible to be said. in ex« 
tenuation of the professor's conduct, adding, 
that perbaps in their intercourse he had not 
been suiEciently tolerant to his failings, or 
attentire to his peculiarities, therefore niight 
have given him reason to suspect the sin« 
cerity of his attachment. 

Catherine shook her head. "Well, 
well!** Said Dofrestdm, " it is not our 
province to judge one another : . after all, it 
h the will of Providence. I see we are all 
to suffer for Heinreich's fault ; and you, 
my preciöus Theodore, that was bom per- 
haps — but that is of no consequencre *— - 
you must work for youV brea4, and deny 
yourself every thing, as I shall do.'* 

It ^as this last Image that made his pe- 
cüniary disappointment painfuUy bitter to 
Theodore* Had the professor left his pro- 
perty to him, he could haye jaid Heinreich's 
debts; restored the dear old . couple theii« 
power of being hospitable, and still pre-^ 
serY«d enough' to smooth their latter day«; 
ßut it was, as Dofrestoni simply said, tb^ 
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fUfiU cf Providence. Nene bat such as have 
stiffered c^en and deeply, can guess the 
power of words so commonly used, and so 
little regarded : in the depths of aifiictbn^ 
- the agitated heart repeats them to itself, and 
finds calmness» if not sün-shine, succeed to 
the mental tempest* 

In discusdng the details of the professor's 
conduct and property; m a vaiiety of 
opiiuons upon his motives, and the degree 
of indulgence or censure they merited^ Do« 
frestom was ins^istbly led from the €on«> 
templation of his son^s Situation; and 
Theodore^ contriving to blend with those 
details many curiot» descriptions of persons 
and manners in Denmark, managed to fix 
the attentbn, and by that means^begnile 
the grief of Catharine» 

The news of his arrival being spread 
round ^ the neighbourhood» every pne luis« 
tened to welcome hhn back ; and no one 
came empty-handed : each i^enerous Nor* 
wegian had some Httle present to offer. It 
IB true their ojQFerings were mostly provisipns^ 
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or ardcles of clothlog manuSacttired by the 
givers ; but Theodore, aware they werft 
meaiit to fumisb the table of Dofrestoni 
vnüi those comforts bis new System of firu« 
gaüty prevented him from allowing himaelf^ 
received the rustk gifts with gradous thank« 
fulness. ' 

No one meotioned Heinreich, &>r no onc 
wished to shew his own compaasion at thc} 
expence of the poor father's feelings i but 
every body burst forth in di^led$ure at the 
will of Professor SergendaJ. 

Theodore had to go over the old groimd 
again of ezplanation and apology ; and at 
his representatioa of the pt^fessor's unavatU 
ing distress during his short illness, not 
only Catherine but the other womea shed 
tears. 

Theodore had not yet lean;ted all that 
was to afflict him. After he became setde4 
at home, he beheld the rigorous parsimon]^ 
that preyailed there ^with surprizej i| 
seemed to him that Heinreich^s debts mig^ 
be gradually Uquidated by settmg a^e th^ 

Q 6 



132 THfi RECLÜSE OP NORWAY. ^ 

profi^s öf the saw-mill, and .such articles as 
were sold ofF the farm, withaut taking from 
the aged couple their usual cotnforts. They 
had long been accustom^d to the luxury of 
CofFee, the medicine pf wine, and to Tarious 
other fbreign commödities, annually sent 
them from Bergen ; why should they not 
only restgn the use of these thihgs, but 
deny themselves the very producta of their 
own garden and fields ? • Why were the 
com and cattle of .one, and the fruit of the 
other, carried ta distahi phces for sale ? 

When these questiohs were asked, Do- 
frestom confessed to*Theodore> that during 
bis absence he had Seen obliged to mort- 
gage bis mill to Mr. ThonkHd, as part of 
payment for the sums advanced on hiy 
credit to Heinreich : that to pay oflF thisf 
. mortgage, and graduaUy satisfy the creditors 
df bis son, he mtist indieed live the« Ufe of i 
ÄHSer* 

The magnitude of Heinreich's fauk was' 
ii6w »hcwn by its consequences ; Theodore 
l^ttddered when he beheld them» 






TUE RECLUSE OF NORWAY. I33 

An^iöus to lend his assistance to relieve 
the burthens of his benefaaor, he soon re- 
newed his habits of laborious indu^ry^ If 
he sometimes thought with regret of the 
professor's library, which had always been 
more precioug in his eyes ihan mines of 
weahh^ he checked {hat regret by ccnsider- 
ing that if it had been his, its Volumes 
iwrould too often have won him from mono- 
tonous employment. Now, his only se- 
ducers were an English Shakespeare, and 
a few atber books, glven him in the early 
stage of thcir acquaintance by the pro- 
fessor. 

The cheerfulness * with which he laid 
aside those studious habits that Dofrestom 
knew were so dear to him, and the tender- 
ness with which he endeavoured to procure 
for the old man - a more generous diet than 
that he now allowed himsetf, animated 
Dofrestom^to strugjgle against his own de- 
pression. 

• Theodore's humane disposition had made 
him hitherto averse to the pursuits of 
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fishing and shooting, as amusements ; but 
now, affecting to grow fond of them, hiB 
frequently walked many miles to a lake, 
for the sake of bringing home trout for 
Dofrestom's supper, or gave up bis only, 
leisure hour to ranging aboqt with bis 
gun, in search of wild ducks or white par* 
tridges« 

He was grieved to see the domestic pri« 
vations to which Heinreich's extravaganc^ 
condemned these excellent people.; yet 
still more did be grieve for the effect it bad 
upön tbeir hospitality • Dofrestom's house . 
no longer conten^ed with that of the pastor^ 
for the pleasure of lödging and nourishing 
the way-faring stranger ; it was no longer 
the resort of mirthfui neighbours, partaking 
freely of good cheei*, and retuming Ipaded 
with rural niceties for theu: cbildren. Those 
neighbours still came^ it is true, but they 
contrived not to n[iake tbeir visits ^t tbe 
hour of meals ; and Theodore therefor^ 
never saw Dofrestom's bright look of wel* 
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come, and Catherine's hospitable bastle» 
vluch so often used to delight bis heart. 

But was this dreary life nevef" to end ? 
Did no cheering object terniinate the dark 
perspective? Yes; Theodore looked with 
reasonable expectatioa to the small legacy 
of the Professor. 

Before he lefuCopenhagen^ Mr. Coper- 
stad>. one of the erecutors, had testtfied 
such disinterested anxiety for his future 
welfare, that he had surmounted his natu- 
ral aversion to hasty confidence^ and frankly 
stated his Situation. Mr. Coperstad entered 
warcnly into the subject» and suggested 
ofiering the unfinisbed manuscript of the 
Professor to the university at Copenhagen : 
eyen the imperfect work of a distinguished 
philosopher must possess intrinsic merit ; 
and when the writer was no more, that cir- 
cumstance bestowed on it another sort of 
value. He concluded, therefore, by assert«> 
ing the probability of their purchasing the 
MSS. and he ofFered his Services fior the 
negociation. 
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Theodore had thankfully accepted the 
offer ; but afraid of disappointment, would 
not mention the business'at the cottage. 
• Aware that Dofrestom would reduce 
himself to beggary rather than kave Hein- ^ 
reich's debts unpaid, he had desired ]\lr. 
Coperstad (in the event of the university 
purchasing the fragtnem) to leam from 
Thonkild the amount of the debts, and to 
discharge them as far as possible. 
' He particularly prayed Mr. Coperstad 
not to give the slightest inthnation of his 
employer, but simply to say it was a persoa 
who wished to free the father from the con^ 
sequences of bis son's indiscretion. 

No sooner was Theodore made acquainted 
with the einbarrassment of Dofrestom's 
aiFairS) than he wrote to Mr. Coperstad, re*^ 
qüesting him to apply.the money to the 
purpose of freeing bis benefactor from the 
mortgage^ and completely cleai^ing hint 
from any ciaims of Mr. Thonkild» 
. But some montbs must elapse before his 
hopes or fears could be 6nded, the distance 
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was so great and the posts so uncertain : 
yet he kept his anxiety tb his own breast, 
and pursüed the incessant toil of husbandry 
and the mill, with an assiduity which gave 
frequent intervals of rest to the altered 
Dofrestom. 

Catherine's simpler mind was not long 
of recovering its aptitude to cheerfulness ; 
but Dofrestom, in spit^ of every exertion to 
the contrary, seemed incapable of becommg 
what he had been, If he seated himself 
for an mterval of test, he wouftl instantly 
sink iiito such profoünd thoüght, that it] 
required an absolute challenge for his at- 
tention, to recall him from it. When 
roused, he would try to Ismile ; büt that 
wretched smile ill-disguised the pain it was 
meant to hidie. ' 

In truth, Dofrestom was eternally re- 
volving the Situation of Theodore : though' 
answerable solely to his own üpright con- 
Science for the Performance of those mental 
promises he hacf. made the orphan, he feit 
them no less binding than if openly avowed ; 
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and reproacbed faimtelf daüy, for having: 
pledged part af the property he inlended ta 
divide between Heinreicfa and himr 

Yet for all this there was no other rew 
medy ihan trusting that Providence would 
prolong bis life tilt frugalky and industry 
had paid off the snortgage and Hemreich's 
debts; after which^ he sorenmly vowed 
never to advance a Single dueat for bis 8on> 
unless he returned home pemtent and re* 
formed* 

The shcK summer and autamn of north« 
em climes passed, and brouglit no other 
intelligence than wbat wai; transmitted from 
persons in CopaiihageB,, who* had accrden* 
dentally heard from travellers, that Hein-, 
reich and Stephania were engaged at the 
opera at Dresden« 

Was it hardness of heart,. pr was it shame 
that kept Heinreich silent l Theodore 
wished it might be the latter, and Dofres- 
tom fondly hoped it was, when a letter from, 
Mr.Tbonkild> brought bj the same post^ 
was opened and read» 
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It was to telt pofrestom^ that a stranger 
had a shcrt time before waited upon the 
mercbant, looked at his account of the debt 
and mortgage» and had that morning final ly 
discharged the füll demand. Mn Thon- 
kild, therefore, unable to discover for whom 
he acted, now enclosed a legal acquittal of 
obhgation, and hoped for the conti^uance 
of Mr. Dofrestom's correspondence. 

It had been concerted> between Theodore 
and Mr. Coperstad, that he should act in 
the manner described, and refrain from 
writing tili some time afterwards. He was 
sensible how keen a pang must pierce Do* 
frestom^ if he knew that the distresses 
brought on him by a son, were relieved by 
the sacrifice of all that an adopted child. 
possessed; he therefore left the pleasing 
suspicion to fix where it migbt. 

Happily for his secret, Dofrestom's re^dy 
heart overflowed with theidea of Heinreich. 
He recollected having hinted in one of hia 
last letters tö that thoughtless young man» 
that having exhausted not only the savings 
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of his Hfe, bat his credit witb Mr. Thonkild, 
tb supply hi8 profusion, his next ruinous* 
Step must be to- morigage his little pro-» 

m 

perty. 

This threat, lie imagined, ha<J given: 
Heinreich an alarm, and had' most likely 
indueed him to forget the claims of his own* 
creditors, to save the honor of a father. 

ftobaöly, his success had been great iir 
Germany ; at any rate, the sacrifice of so 
large ,a sum of money argued*a happy 
ebange in his expetaces. 
^ Such atkJe of present joy and future 
hope gushed upon Dofrestom and Gathe- 
wne at this coiijecture, that Theodore's pas- 
^CHiat^-lov^ of truth scarcely knew how to- 
regret the deception. He left them in their 
error; and the grateful happiness he en- 
joyed from what was real in the äfFair, 
diffiised ' such a glow over his person and 
his maiiner^ that no one perceived he spoke 
kss pf Heinreich's noble am^nde than they 
did. 

What a day of jubilee at Aardal wa»- 
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that which spread this agreeable news! 
Every artless inhabitant imbibed the opinion 
of Dofrestptn. Heinreich's beinous trans- 
gressions were nearJy lost -in retuming 
affection; and the precious hope that bis 
complete reformation was not far dis^tant, 
made the -Stone Cottage once more the seat 
of cheerful hoq)itafity. 

Theodore's was the only silent joy, but it 
was the most fervent : he knew himself the 
source of all this sunshine ; and he regained 
much of that persoival liberty which it had 
lately been bis duty to relinquish. 

The business of the farm and mill was 
ag^in perform^d by servants^ while just 
.enough occapation remained for himself 
and Dofrestom as served for wholesome 
exercise and employment. 

The next tardy post that reached Aardal 
brought a letter frpm Mr. Goperstad. As 
it was wtitten like a scholar, in Latin^ 
Theodore^ in translating it for the amuse- 
ment of Dofrestom^ leasily maoaged to omit 
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that Single sentence in which the MSS; wa$^ 
mentioned. 

It simply informed Theodore that the 
university had purcha&ed the Fragment ; and 
the profit amounting to Mr. Thonkild's 
Claims within so trifling a sum as to be 
faardly worth 'naming, he had taken the lir 
berty of friendship^ and completed it from 
fais own purse. 

Theodore littfe guessed how much this 
obliging friend had really added : indeed he 
was so grateful for the trifie he supposed it 
to be, that it was well he did not suspect 
its real extent. 

In addition to inter^sting information upon 
other subjectSy this letter contained some 
account of the professor's hein That young 
man had succeeded in completing the plibli- 
cation of the Natural History, and was now 
reaping a golden harvest by its rapid dif- 
fusion. *He had disposed df the library to 
a foreign minister ; and was, in short, grow- 
ing rieh on the spoils of Theodore« 
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But Theodore cared little for wealth, ex- 
cept when the distress he could not relieve 
pressed upon his sight. Grateful for the 
blessing Professor Sergendal's small legacy 
had enabied him to bestow upon his early 
benefactor, he leamt to estimate his Obliga- 
tion by the benefits it conferred. 

Christmas, that season of gladness and 
benevolence in Norway, was now hailed 
with more than usual joy by Dofrestom and 
Catherine« They had secretly looked fot- 
ward to many bitter moments, when their 
faearts would prompt to give, and^ justice 
must withdraw their hands. 

Not content with displaying hospitality in 
all its forms to their own species, the ami- 
able Norwegians consider it a duty to dis« 
pense provisions and grant rest in more li- 
beral proportions ^han usual to their beasts. 
The very birds are invited to the general 
banquet : a sheaf of corn is suspended on 
high before the doör of every house ; and 
he that would betfay the confidence of birds 
thus allured, by shooting or alarming them^ 
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wcmid be punisbed with the abhorrenee o£ 
bis associates. 

Simple, yet sublime traks of character ! 
,What honöur ! what kindness I Let the 
Christian go there, • to enqbrace his Jtrue 
brethren. 

As Theodore sat in the midst of . this 
guileless circle, touched ^ith their primi- 
tive simplicity, and re^ecting their inte- 
grity, he chid himself for still nourishing 
the sleepless wish that some unforeseen event 
migbt transplant him to another scene. 

I^is intellectual souI pined for nobler 
aliment ; and his heart sighed for some 
kindred" heart, whose equality of yearsi ac- 
quirements, and sensibilities might " resolve 
into one" with his. In friendship he had 
been deceived ; of love, he had read much, 
thought much; but he had never feit even 
a transient emotion that he could mistake 
for this ma$ter passion» 

The fair-haired girls of Aardal excited in 
his breast only such a sort of kindness as we 
feel for children j he liked to contribute to 
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their amusements and to see them happy ; . 
but their conversation had nb charmg for 
himj whöse imaginarion loved to hauht the 
falry world of Shakespeare, when altemately 
he listened to the graceful innocence of Mi- 
randa, the etherial softness of Imogen, the 
sparkling wit of Beatrice, or the passionate 
teriderness of Viola. 

• * * • 

The liveliest sentiment he feit för any wo- 
man younger than aunt Catherine, was for 
Magdalen, the daughter of a herdsman, 
whose residence was some miles up the 
mountains. This amiable young creature 
had been fondly attached to Heinreich ; 
iand, deluded by his evident pleasure in her 
attachment, had beKeved it reciprocal. 
Heinreich meanwhile meant only to display 
the triumph of being loved by the prettiest 
damsel in the place j and when he eloped 
from Aardal, left her without explanadont^ 

She had waited and drooped in silence, 
still expecting some assurance of his con- 
stancy, which never came. When Theo- 
dore was ön the poiüt of going tö the resi* 
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dence öf her fiuthless swain, she entrusted 
bim with her secret, intreating him to dis* 
Cover whether Heinreich had ever beeil 
Gincere« 

llieodor^ executed the hopeless commis* 
sion. The answer may be imagined : Hein- 
reich treated the afiair as a jest« Directly 
after their interview, Theodore wrote ex* 
plicitly on the subject, informing Magdalen 
that her admirer had never bielieved her 
more in eamest than himself, and that he 
feit therefore quite at liberty to form another 
attachment. 

Magdalen had a strpng sense of right : 
this information, by convmcing her ' th^ 
object wa^ not worth regretting, suddenly 
restored her to health and activity. She conr 
sidi^red Heinreich's conduct with honest in« 
dignation ; and yielding to the solicitations 
of a more faithful though humbler lover, 
married him a few days before the news of 
Heinreich's last profiigate act had reached 
the Valley. 

Eric, the man she married, was one of 

IS 



Pofrestom's ablegt ^stants ; bis good con* 
duct, and Magdalenas cheerful manners^ 
ensured theih ps^rticular notice at \ the cot« 
tage ; and Magdalen was always so ready 
to leaye the occupations of her own little 
hut to assist Catherine in her houshold af? 
fairs, that at length her society became ai| 
absolute want to the good woman«, 

Theodore respected the dignity of Mag«^ 
dalen's heart ; and he was not only please4 
to see her happy with an honest man, bu| 
gratifted by finding that in her Company 
both Dofrestom and his sister found aq 
equivalent for his. She was endowed with 
a playful fancy, and alternately amused her 
associates with whimsical images, or weiU 
told stories. 

Her beeret, Theodore kept as faithfully as} 
she did herseif; and he received his rewar4 
in her speaking attention^, 

With this agreeabl^ addition to their 
domestic parties, one winter and then ano- 
ther passed smoothly aWay. Magdalen had 
a child ; and the Visits of this little creature 
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«oon became a new source of pleasufe t<» 
the worthy old couple« 

Theodore's natural pensiveness, mean- 
while, was taking a deeper shade. As he 
grew into manhood bis aspiration after 
anotber country^ became I^es conquerable. 
Norway bad been bis nurse, hisaffectionate 
nurse ; but Spain was fai$ real parent. 
While absent from tbe land of bis fatbers, 
it s^med as if be wasted life, iii waiting to 
begin to M ve. Neit her tbe original structure 
of bis mind, nor tbe treasures with which 
study bad adomed it, appeared destined for 
so narrow a Space as tbe bamlet of Aardal. 
The unextinguisbable nature of bis desire 
seemed at tirries tbe Voice of prophecy : still, 
as Heaven and religion failed to silence its 
«uggestions, be sunk into tbe fond belief 
of being destined to fix at last in the coun* 
try of bis ancestors.^ \ 
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CHAPTER V.. . 

TN the spring of the second year after the 
professor's death, a rare occurrcnce 
attracted the notice of Aardal : it was the 
appearance of a commodious carriage on 
the opposite bank of the little river» 

Though not very common even at Co- 
penhagen in those days, a close carriage 
was no novelty to Theodore j but the rest 
of the inhabitants followed its progress with 
all the eagerness of wonder and curibsity. 

The vehicle stopped below the haailet, 
and two geatlemen got out. After crossing 
the stream, they proceeded down the Val- 
ley, loitering to examine the diflferent ob- 
jects it contained. The garden of Dofrestöm 
particularly engaged their attention. . Theo* 
dore's greatest «amusement had been to 
decorate it with such fiowers and shrubs as 
were not to be found growing wild among 
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the mountains. He had brought many 
beautiful plants froni Denmark, which, 
transplanted to this bleak climate, must 
have perished, but for the utmost skill and 
care in their culture. These were nove 
blowing in füll beauty^ 

Their brilliant colours and deKcioua per- 
fume attracted the travellers ; they ap- 
proached the low fence, audibly admiring 
what they saw. Amongst the neighbouring 
thicketß, innumerable thrushes (the night- 
ingales of Norway) wäre warbling their 
sweetest notes : the travellers paused to hear 
their song,- and to breathe the fragrance of 
the garden. " Ah, ha! Who can this 
pretty bijou belong to ?" asked the younger 
gentleman ; ^^ I shouTd think he must have 
bröught all this taste from another coun- 
try.*' 

'' Dofrestom at that moment presented 
himself : lifting his red bonnet, he howed 
respectfully, praying the travellers to wajk 
into his garden. They accepted the invita- 
tion» His opening roses and camatibns 
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Were not spared by the boundful händ of 
Dofrestom ; and haring led the gentlemen 
the circuit of his little pleasure-ground, he 
invited them into the hoüse> to partake of 
his humble d inner. 

Catherine had by this time put on her 
gala attire, and was curtesying at the door 
of their parlour« The strangers looked in» 
and beheld so excellent a repast, spread 
vnth such neatness, that they ceased to 
hesitate. 

Their meal was lengthened by a variety 
of questions ' about the condition and habits 
of the neighbouring peasantry, and a few 
inquiries into the Situation of their host. 

Dofrestom answered simply and briefly ; 
Catherine now and^then added a word, 
which was always intended to ezcite curiosity 
about Theodore. ** Whose talent had con- 
Irived so many useful yet pretty trifles for the 
embellishment of their CO ttage?*' ** Theo- 
dore." — " Who kept the garden in suchex- 
celtent order?** "Theodore.** — ** And who 
16 Theodore ?" asked the youngest strängen 
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** An orphan, Sir, that my brother brought 
from beyond sea, and has kept ever since« 
The best and kmdest youth 7— but I am sure 
you will like to^see him/' Without waiting 
for reply, Catherine went out to dispätch 
Eric to the möuntain on which Theodore 
was overk)9kmg the Castle and their herds*- 
man« 

"When Catherine t"e-entered, she fouixd 
the travellers con versing about the pastor 
who had succeeded Sergendal's brother, 
and who now resided in the professdr's 
house. As it. had been their intention to 
pass the night under his roof, they were 
sorry to learri that he had gone that morning 
to ädminister the sacrament to a dying nlan, 
many miles acrpss the fiord, and might be 
detained there for a week to come. 

*The youngest traveller did not allow Do- 
frtetom time to make an oiFer of supplyihg ' 
the pastor's place, but prefacing his speech 
ynth a careless cough, expressed his in« 
tention of passiojg the night where he was« 
" Meanwhüe, we will gö and sec, all 
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that IS ' worth seeing ; and if your good lad 
comes in soon," (turning to Catherine,) 
** he shall be our Cicerone/* 

The good lad^ as he had just been called, 
at that moment presented himslelf. His oli ve 
complexion, heightened by hospitable haste^ 
looked like the glow of sunset, redected 
iVom autumnal woods. tiis simply-pictu- 
resque dress consisted entirely of Norwegian 
plaid ; and a little cap of the same stuff^ 
mixed its bright purples and greens with the 
shining black of his hain Theodore now 
lifted .his cap, and stood respectf ully holding 
ix above his head. 

While' the youngest stranger began to 
faeap question upon question, the eider was 
contemplating the young rustic. 

Instead of the massy limb^ and white skia 
of northern climates,Jie saw before him the 
noble contours of Greece, joined to the 
complexion ahd the elegant proportions of 
Spain« The' fine black eyes of Theodore 
were modestly cast down. 

^^ And this is a herdsmaD, a hu^nd« 

H 5 
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man, a Norwegian peasantl'' his obsenrer 
Said inwardly. ^ After all, there is some» 
thing commanding in beauty." 

But the person who made this rems^rk> 
was feeling, though unconsciöusly» tfae force 
cf that intellectual beauty whtch informed 
Ihe person and manner of Theodore, and 
without which even those perfect forma 
"veculd have remained a powerless mass. 

^^ Attend tbese gentlemen, my son,'' 
^id Dofrestom ; ^ they wish to. see all the 
Cüriosities round.** 

Hieodore bowed, and prepared to con« 
duct the strangers. He proceeded by thdr 
fcide üp the valley, silently observmg them, 
and replying to their qiiestions. WhateTer 
was note-worthy he called their attention to^ 
with a modest plainness that left them very 
far from imagining his mind more admirable 
than his figure. He spoke no more than 
^as necessary ; and as he led them through 
'the natural wdndere and beautles of Aardal, 
they concluded that he lAras going the usual 
-round of such Cicerone, not leading them 
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to cufiosities and points öf view which had 
been first caUed into nöüce by hitnself. 

Theodore had seen enough of socieCy at 
Copenhagen not. to be ca'tain that one at 
least of his companions was of high rank : 
tt was the younger one. 

This gentlemän taiked incessantly, and 
radier foolishly ; yet his fellow^trareller, 
diottgh evideBtly twice his age, attended to 
Um with profound respect. This then was 
one of fortune's stränge masquerades, whers 
he who should have sustäined the part of 
an emperor is obliged to play that of a 

Theeldei^ stranger was, perhaps, some 
years beyond forty. His figure was noUe» 
his air elegant to a degree of exquisite re^ 
fiaement rarely seen in northern courts. 
Amenity of temper, and some passion» so 
ably contended against by the will ths^ iis 
very natnre coaM not be guesKd at, strove 
ibr the mastery of expression, in a oouitte* 
nance where erery thing eise was amooth 
and coorteoms. 

H 6 
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Theodore would have determioed. tbat 
this countenance rather indicated an elegant 
mind than a strong.oxfe, had not a flash of 
{sonsrerful disdain once er twicö shot from 
iius eyes, at some silly x^maric froni bis coin^ 
panion. Theodore'^ lock coukl 1taaf0 re- 
iflected the disdaiii» bot ke had.the edviable 
^rt of keeping silence even Himh. bis eyes ; 
anä ivhen those ebquent eyes Wre szleot, 
ikow xmpbsstble. vas k to* penetrate. his 
thoughts! 

' 'He condocted the travellä^ to the "^Id^t 
irafage of the 'moimt^ias^ for the purposeof 
shewing them a cävern of singular exteat» 
"The moiintam peaks were Säll capped with 
siiöw. Wbile the eides of some were ridhly 
cfotbed with bh-ch and pine wood» andothers 
gaily hung vnih >s!tld fruit and äower4>k)$- 
soips,^ one, . towfering ^ above all the rest, 
wais cloihed emirely ^th masä,' 

in autukmx^ tbe itfanous^coloured tints.of 

- this moDMiam gave it tb^ appearance of a 

gigantic mass öf bronze ; bac iww: ils yelv^^t 

surface was bright, refresbiög, univeirsal 



greeo* A isiogle . spiing of water, gliding 
from its summit, passed like the silv^r tracH 
of fairy feet oyer the.beautiful verdure. ^ 
, The gentlemen paused to adtnire. " What 
au jafittitevariety iii such a.mfaiute produc^ 
tionas moss !*' observed the eider : '^ I have 
already taken up ten different sorts.** 

" Ah ! that is the lieben ranpßrinus,^^ 
38ud. the younger gentlemaa ; ** but I have 
forgot my botany sadly. 1 wonder if thi&is 
the liehen hlandicm !*' 

*^ .1 believe it — — - *' Theodore cbecked 
bimself, and turned away... He wasjgoittg 
.10 say hebelieved it was the lieben vulfinus:; 
but, sbrinking froiaanostentationof kßow- 
ledge, which must excite surprize when 
poesessed by a peasant, he. watcbed bis owa 
expressions with more care than before*. . 

The gentleiHen hs^d seen and wondered at 

thie cavern, and, .w^re retuming homie, whw 

the youngest, abruptly changing; bis bad 

Dani^h inco French, b^de bis . companion 

flook for his, cafriage and pepple, and. teil 
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them wfaere to brfaig his 
for the night. 

The person addressed, was beginning to 
reply to " Son Ahesse/' when Theodore^ 
tetreating a few stq», satd hastily, ^* I beg 
your pardon for interruptiiig you, Sir, but 
I ought perhaps to teil you, that I under- 
stand French." 

Both gentlemen were silent, from diflFer« 
cnt emodons ; the younger from mere sur- 
prise, and the eider from respect for the 
integrity and delicacy which had prompted 
this confession. ^* This does you great 
honoor, youngman/' he observed} then^ 
tuming to his companion, added in 6er- 
man, ^ I doobt whether Louis le Grand 
htmself could parallel the real poUteness €»f 
this-young peasant/' 

A deeper suffusion on the face of Theo- 
dore tnade the Speaker half inclined to 
suspect the truth, that this young peaaant 
knew German as well as French ; bot that 
was a preposterotts £mqy he thought ; aad 
remembering ffcat Dofrestom had said he 
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brpught him from one of the French Wett 
India Islands, he concKided the mysteiy 
solved, and proceeded to attend the wishes 
of hiö fellow-traveiler. 

Theodore accompanied theyoung stranger 
back to the cottage« As they walked toge- 
ther, he had occasion to remark that there 
is a constitutional laugh, as well as z con- 
stitutional cough } for his companion never 
began or ended a sentence without laughing. 
At ^he sight of the professor's tarne elk 
running to meet Theodore, and performing 
6ome amusing tricks with the dodiity c^ a 
dog, he laughed heartily, and that was 
natural; but he laughed louder when he 
was told she had been taught tbem by a 
-friend now dead. When they reacfaed the 
cottage, they found that Magdalen and 
Catherine had already dressed up two Cham- 
bers for their guests receptbn at night« 
Theodore was to sleep at the mill» and Ca* 
thierine had secured a lodging for herseif at 
the pastor's house. 
' The Baron (so the yoang travellerao« 
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nounced himself ) had a childish passion for 
motion .; and baviog reconnoitred the whole 
inside of .tlie house, was not satisfied tili he 
had made the tour of all its out-bouses. In 
the act of exploring a loft in a barn, he feil 
through a broken ladder, and sprained bis 
ancle. 

By the time bis friend and servants re* 
turned, he. was stretcbed out on a mattrass 
in the parlour, undcr Catberine^s best quilc 
of bare skins, whiter tbail snow. She was 
assiduously applying a fomentation of warm 
f)ak-bark to "bis leg ; white the young baron^ 
thougb in extreme pain, was amusing him- 
self with counting the number pf colours in 
her. boliday attire. 

Dismay was pictured on the face of U&t- 
iiamar (for by that name bis companioi^ 
now called bim) } bis expression of anxiety 
was so repeated, and bis fear of the acci- 
dent proving worse than it seemed^ was so 
visible in bis manner, that Theodore of- 
fered to set off in search of a person toler- 
ably skilled in surgery^ who m^ade a con- 
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stant tour round their neighbourhood, an^ 
who was probably at a village seven miles 
, off. 

The offer was gratefully accepted : horses, 
and one of their attendants, were imme- 
diately offered by tbe travellers; but ihe 
road lay'so entirelyamongst the steepest parts 
of the mountains, that Theodore, assuring 
them he could walk and leap it in half the 
time alone, cheerfully hastened on his er- 
' rand. 

Some civil things about his alacrity and 
obligingness were said by Usthamar; but* 
the good-natured Baron seemed to take 
every attention to his accommodatioii as a 
matter of course. In less than three hours 
the acute pain of the Baron's ancle abated 
sufBciently for him to become de«rous of 
supper. The provision contained in his own 
carriage soon furnished a splendid repast of 
jcostly dainties and French wines ; and hav- 
ing made his host and hostess partake. it, 
with many a laugh and glance excbanged 
with Usthamar as they did so, he -begged 
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^omebody wouU amuse him with one of 
thöse marvellous stories about krakens and 
mermaids for which that coüntry is so 
farnons. 

Magdalenas talent in the art of narrating 
Vfzs tüo celebrated for Catherine to contest 
it, sbe therefore resigned the honour of 
cntertaining their guest ; and some werj 
Strange tales of Nissen, and Drag$||okher 
(the good and bad genii ' of Norway), of 
mountain and sea spirits, of ghosts and of 
wäter wonders, filled up the hours tili bed- 
time« 

' The Baron began to listen with bis usual 
8ensil)le note of admiration, but, catching 
the superstitiöus mania of bis Company, he 
soon grew serioüs and attentive, bnly break- 
ing upon the grisly story with an expression 
of, " Well, now, — that is singular, — one 
would almost believe, — &c." 

At length he became sleepy, and declar- 
ing himself quite comfortable where he was, 
sent for one of bis servants to sit by him, 
and gave the rest of the party their congee« 
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Usthamar, as Dofrestom conducted him 
to his Chamber, feeling uneasy at the indif- 
ference with which his companion made 
himself comfortable, without attending to 
the inconvenience it might be to his host, 
6aid courteously, " I am sorry, good fa- 
ther, for the trouble this unluckly accident 
may cause yöu ; you must perceive that the 
Baron*%s of greater quality than he chuses 
to declarejj and you may be sure, therefore, 
of a noble reward.*' 

A momentäry colour flushed the old 
inan's cheek, as he replied, " Sir, I do as I 
woiild be done by ; 1 want no reward. I 
and näine would have served one of the 
gentleman's servants as willingly as we do 
himself." 

Usthamar smiled^ and recollected that 
he was not in Denmark with a peasant 
bound to the soil, but under the roof of ä 
free Norwegian. *• Liberty ennobles the 
80ul as much as beauty does the body ;*' 
was his internal Observation. ^* Tou teil 
me»'' he added, '* that it is likely ^^oor son 
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raay not find this surgeon, but may have to 
go further, so that they may not be back 
tili the middle of the night, or tili morning. 
I wish to be up when they arrive, and will 
therefore request you to send my servant 
with my writing-box. I suppose you have 
not a book of any sort to amuse me r" 

" A few, Sir, of Tbeodore's you will 
find in that closet." Dofrestom uoLocked 
a sort of painted büffet, and stood wkb the 
iamp, while the stranger examined the 
volumes, Sully's Memoirs was the first 
that he opened ; the aext was Shakespeare; 
then a wöf k on ei^perimental philosophy, by 
a German; a volume of Cervantes, and 
one of Guicciardini's hfetory, with the 
Edda, and some of the professor's works, 
completed the collection. 

Usthamar examined them in silence : re* 
taining the memoirs,- he turned with a smile 
to Dofrestom, " How came the young 
man by these books ? Of course he cannot 
read many of tbem%" 
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*' He coüld read a hundred times as 
many !'* exclaimed Dofrestom, glöwing with 
honest pride. 

^^ Yes, but not in so many different lan- 
guages ? Here is French, Italian, German, 
Spanish, Danish, English, and the ancient 
.Scandinavian !** 

When Dofrestom assured hini that, be- 
sides these, the young peasant knew the 
Greek and Latin, was skilled in Natural 
philosophy, and more or less acquainted 
with all the sciences, the book dropt from 
the stranger's band. Interested and asto- 
nished, he continued to enquire and to 
listen, tili Dofrestom had no more to teil 
him on the subject of Theodore. 

Usthamar remained for many minutes 
lost in thought. " This youth is a wonder ! 
or rather, it is wonderful to find such a per- 
son in these solitudes. Under such tuition 
as Professor Sergendal's, and with eight- 
months* residence at Copenhagen, it is not 
surprizing to find a mind, naturally eager 
for improvement, so highly cultivated. The 
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« 

most striking circuinstance to pe is tbe 
simplicity of bis tnanner, and the care h^ 
has taken to keep bis superiority conceale4 
from US. During bis walk witb us yester- 
day, so skiiled as you say be is in Natural 
History, be must bave practised great seif, 
denialj or great politeness, not tö make us 
ashamed of our ridicvilous conjectures« Is 
this mode^ßty, my good fatber, or is it 
pride?" 

" I should tbiiik, Sir," replied Do- 
frestom, " tbat a sigbt of my boy would 
have convinced you it .could not be pride. 
He conceals bis learning out of good-nature 
and modesty ; be bates to make a sbow of 
himself ; and be is always afraid tbat wbea 
tbe young folks about are brougbt to con- 
sider bow mucb wiser be is; tban tbey are, 
tbey will not like^bim so well ; and be ba& 
sucb a kind, good beart, tbat I am sure he 
tbinks nothing comparable to true affec- 
tion/* 

" I believe be is rigbt/* observed the 
Dane, witb a long-drawn sigh i ^^ yet the 
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tmbitious soul.pants after •" He re- 

coUected himself, and the sudden expansion 
of blazing expression on his countenance 
was instantly witbdra:wn, and its usual per-» 
suasiveness substituted. " And is this youth 
content to bury such acquirements in a 
corner like this ?" 

Dofrestom's voice faltered as he replied — 
.*' I have often thought it a pity that k 
should be so> good Sir, and my heart would 
dmite me if I kept him purely to please my- 
seif and Catherine ; but I fancy it is better 
for him to live worthily here, even though 
his great knowledge is buried, than to livjef 
viciously where it would be displayed/' 

" And why should you think he would 
live viciously in the capital ?** 

^^ Alas ! Sir, I had a son as good as Theo- 
dore tili he was eighteen, and then he went 
to Copenhagen:— he feil into bad Company,' 
and they were hfs ruin." 

The tears were beginning to gush from 
the old. manf s eyes, and unwilling to let a 
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Stranger see his gri«f, he hastily said *^ Good 
night," and retired. 

Theodore returned after sun^rise vfith tbe 
itlnerant surgeon, who quickly prescribed 
for the injured leg, positively assuring the 
Baron that he must not attempt to walk for 
a^ least a fortnight. 

A fortnight !" he exciaimed, laughing ; 

bow you look, Usthamar ! — Well, we 
' must stay here then, for there's no starting 
again tili I can scramble about rocks, and 
over those cursed break-neck bridges qf old 
trees. Don't I bear the ching well ? This 
will be one of cur prime adventures to 

teil r 

The person he addressed knew better 
fhan any body, that ev^ a sprained ancle 
was' indeed an event in the domestic his- 
tory of such illustrious personages as his 
companion; and he smiled:at his childish- 
ness, and his good-humoun 

But how was this grown baby to be 
atnused ? Cards were unknown at Aardal : 
a musical Instrument had never been heard 
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to sound in the valley, since the epocha of 
Heinreich's elopement : the Bafon was no 
reader; and even Magdalenas talent for 
närration had its bounds ; her «xchequer of 
marvellous stories cöuld not be expected tö 
last for fourteen days, if the Baron should 
contrive to draw on it as extravagantly as 
he had done the night before. 

But Dofrestom had a chess-board, and 
Eric was particularly distinguished for the 
ingenious talent of his countrymen, and 
could carve all sorts of pretty toys out of 
wood and fruit-stones. 

The Baron was enchanted with his Per- 
formance upon a cherry-stone, and for the 
first time in his life sat still half an hour, 
endeavouring to imitat^ it. At first his am- 
bition soared high enough to make him at- 
tempt every thing Eric executed ; but find- 
ing- his genius of a feebler pinion than hJs 
master's, he bounded its flight to this smgle 
point, and finished by reaching it. 

Perhaps it is mischievous to add (parti- 
cularly as this difficult work was intended 

VOL. I. I 
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for his bride elect) that Ericas pen-knife 
gave the miniature basket its last touches, 
aiid that even the unskilful eyes of Catber 
rine couki detect these strokes af the 
master on the bungling Performance. 

Thu Baron began his confinement to the 
inattrass with the fear of a famine of amuse* 
ment ; and when released from it, confess^ 
that he had never had so abundant a 
5upply. 

Ghost-stories» chess^ lessons on the 
cherry-stone, and the art-angement of 
mosses, fossils, and shells, (which he env 
ployed all the children round togatber^ and 
Theodore to select,) made the day appear 
short. The moraent he was let into the 
secret of Theodore*s extensive information^ 
he seized him to ask an explanation of every^ 
thing that started into his thoughts ; and 
although his small mind was scarcely able 
to contain one completeset of ideas ^t 
once» he was never content ttniess he could 
iay an embargo upon the wbole house» and 
have them in waitin^» with their differeat 
talents, around his resting-place. 
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Dpfre^tom's natural hospitality made him 
happy to yield bis time to a lively young 
man, who bore so ve^iatious an accident 
witb sucb ceafeeless good-bumour ; Cathe- 
rine liked bim for bis sympatby with her 
sup^^tition^ and judicious criticisms upon 
her cookery i and Theodore, thougb fully 
sensible that all tbis good-humoured ty- 
ranny was tyranny still, was amused by so 
curious a specimen of human character. 

Ustbamar alone was seriously amibyed^ 
though he cautiously ma^ked his disgust 
under scrupulous attentions. He longed to 
be released from the tedious duty of att^id- 
ing upon a person, to whom the laws of 
Society obliged him to pay scrupulous re- 
spect. 

: The fictitious Baron was in short no less 
^ personage than the Hereditary Prince of 
■ — , who bad come to Gopenhagen in 
search of a wife. Political reasons häd in* 
duced that court to accept his proposals for 
the King's sister ; and good sense faiad sug» 
g^ted, that if they wished the Union to take 

I 2 
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place, they must leave the Princess as little 
opportünity as possible of conyersing with 
her intencled consort. 

Happily, the young prince was bom with 
a propensity, if not a capacity, for discover- 
ing perpetual motion ; he had never in bis 
life staid so long in one place as he now did 
perforce at Aardai : it was bis passion to go 
every where, see every thing, and ask every 
body questions. To while away the time 
between bis propcsal for Princess Sophia, 
and the celebration of their nüptials, it was 
proposed tö him to travel through Norway. 
Having determine^ to do so, bis next occu- 
pation was to chuse a companion ; and bis 
choice feil upon the most distinguished per- 
son at the court of Frederic the Fourtb. 

The Count of Lauvenheilm and Ustha- 
mar was not only of the noblest Danish 
&mily, but in some degree connected with 
the royal bouse. He had married an ille- 
gidmate daughter of the late King, by the 
beautiful Countess Samsee ; and, after her 
death, had ibrmed a second marriage, with 
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one of the illustrious family of Treihouille 
in France. 

Havine acted as ambassador successively 
at the courts of England and of France, . he 
was now returned to his own country, 
anxiously waiting for an accession of honour 
from his sovereign. At that juncture, the 

Hereditary Prince of ;selected him 

for the companion of his tour, and Count 
Lauvenheilm knew the duty of courts too 
well not to obey the summons. 

Of Lauvenheilm it might be said, as was 
Said by Tacitus of Brutidius, — " Adorned 
with liberal accomplishments, and formed 
for great things, he was sure of reaching 
the first honours of the State, had he been 
willing to walk in the paths of virtue.** 

Naturehad, indeed, endowed him spien- 
didly, — temper, judgment, talent, mag- 
nificence of spirit, Hberality , in opinion, 
eloquence, and that nameless quality which 
gives to every other the power of inspiring 
enthusiasm. She gave him» also, admira« 
tion of excellence in others ; but she added 

I 3 
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one gift, which for ever made such exceU 
lence unattainable by himself. 

This gift was ambition •— ambition of 
such a towering wing, that it would con- 
tinue to soar in the midst of lightnings and 
thunder. His eye, once iixed upon the 
dazzling point he determined to reach, was 
never to be withdrawii: he gazed on the 
bright object of desire, tili honour, gmtitude, 
loyalty, nay even humanity, was blinded 
with the blaze. 

Fatal, fatal passion [ but for this, Count 
Lauvenheilm had been the noblest and the 
best of human beings. 

The most rational yet affectionate father, 
the wärmest friend, the most indulgent 
master, the sincerest patron ; could the title 
of most faithful subject have been added, 
Count Lauvenheilm would have been per- 
lect. 

To the higher endowments of great poli- 
tical and iystorical knov^ledge, he added 
the Hghter graces of society. Scarcely 
three-and-twenty wbenhe lost his first Coun* 
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tess, who died in child-birth, he travelied 
into France, not to dissipate his grief, for 
fais had been a match of ambiüon, ;but 
merely to appear as if he grieved ; and after 
a two years' residence there, he married 
again. 

At thc court of Louis Quatorze (then in 
its meridian) Count Lau venheil m's natu« 
raliy gracefui character was perfected. in 
^very accomplishment. At the hoteis du 
Rambouillet, d'AIbret, &c. he breathed 
such an atmosphere of taste and wit, that 
the complexion of his mind ever afterwards 
retained the brilliant colours ic then a&i 
' sumed. 

Uesprit des Mbrtemars^ that subtle es» 
sence, which it was boasted could only be 
found in the family from which it took its 
näme, was at least happily rivalled by the 
fine, impalpable graces of Lauvenheilm's 
conversation. He had the rare art of en«. 
ncbling trifles, and of giying to important 
subjects that airiness, witbout which they 

14 
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could have found iio place in: the gay circles 
of Paris. 

Habit and inclination attached him 
strongly to a court where thegraces threw 
their seducing veil over ambition, licentious- 
n^ss, and slavery ; persuading the y.oung 
mind of Count Lauvenheilm that the ^ first 
was glory» the second love, and the last 
loyalty. He left it with regret, for the 
correcter, but less charming court of his 
own sovereign, Christian the Fifth, 

After an absence of twelve years, he re- 
turned to Paris in quality of ambassador. 
Paris was the fame, but he was altered. 
He saw thmgs as they really were, and 
inaturer judgment enabled him ' to ^' sift 
the bran from the wheat,'' in the actions of 
mankind. 

His second residence extended to the loöjf 
term of eigbt years^ for although hedidnot 
xeside half that time in a politicalcharaccer, 
(Denmark having become a subsidiary ally 
to England») Count Lauvenheilm obtained 
permission to remain as a private individual. 
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His second Countess was sibwiy de- 
clining ; and, aware tbat she must die^ 
wished to breathe her last sigh on the bosom 
of her parents* She struggled ägainst her 
complaint for two years, and at length sunk 
iato the grave. 

The prosecution of a complicated law« 
suit, occasioned by her death, detained the 
Count above two years longer ; he had an- 
nounced his intention of staying tili its con- 
clusion, but in the most interesting stage of 
the aSair, he suddenly requested leave to 
retu« home. 

. Rumour attributed this step to anxiety 
for the reputation of his eldest daughter, 
whose beauty had captivated a married 
prince of the blood. Private opinion gave 
it another cause; asserting that Count 
Lauvenheilm aimed at the honöur of a 
neighbouring prince for a son-in-law, 

£ach of these Statements was right ; and 
Count Lauvenheilm. was actuate4 by them 
both# 
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The French prince's attentions were be- 
ginning to awaken the scandal of that pro- 
fligate^though refined court; andtheGermaa 
prince had professed himself so enamoured 
bf a picture of the young beauty, that he 
had it copied, and wore it about his person« 
Count Lauvenheilm hadnö doubt that, were 
the fair original seen, her 'triumph wouM 
be secure. 

Though he certsdnly retumed witfa this 
hope in his heart, he was obliged to act 
cautiously ; for the prince in qaestion wasthe 
secular Bishop of Lubec, uncle to the fbuqg 
Duke of Holstein, governing during his 
minority ; attached, by consanguinity, to 
Denmark ; but by policy, to the rival court 
bf Sweden. 

Another reason strongly prompted to 
disc^etion : it was the fear of alarmmg Den- 
mark, and forfeiting an honour to which 
he looked with passionate eageraess *— the 
vice-royalty of Norway« 

One of his first wife's brothers, the eldest 
Count Gulderlieu^^ then held that high 
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post: it was a Station for which he was 
etther unfitted by nature or by mdolence» 
md he bad frequently talked of resigning 
it. To this golden moment Lauvenbeilm 
ßow looked: the viceroy of a free and 
dauntless raee, whose couhtry was alr^ady 
a vast citadel ! Ambition dreamt, for an 
instant, of bright improbabilities, but for 
once JLauyenheilm had the virtüe to banisb 
its seducing images. 

In this mood, he began bis tour oyer it 
coontry so interesting to him. The plan of 
travelling incognito was adapted to bis 
views« He wished first to observe the char 
lacter, customs, and principles of the peoi> 
ple ; and then at a future day, assisted by 
this previous in&rmation of their wants and 
their wishes, acquire that popularity which 
was hereafter to be the engine of good or 
cril. 

By bis second title of Ustfaamar, be was 
so little known, that Pnnce ' ■ 's whim 
of calling him so, did not put bis incognito 
in danger; and acquiesdng to pcoceed 

1 6 
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without a suite, they had already gone from 
Christiana to Drontheim by the course of 
the Glomma and the valley of Guldbran- 
dal, and vere returning by a less frequented 
way among the fiords, when the sprained 
ancle arrested their course. 

At first, Count Lauvenheilm looked with 
horror on a fortnight's residence in so se- 
cluded a place, wtth such a companion as 
the Prince ; but the soctety of Theodore 
embellished it with so many novel delights, 
and the opportunity it a£>rded of closely 
studying the Norwegian character was so 
•ample, that he ceased to regret an accident 
attended with such agreeable circum* 
ctances. 

Fortunately for Theodore^ both himself 
and the Count played too well at chess for 
thÜT illustrious opponoit, who preferred, 
therefore, an antagonist like Dofrestom, 
that was always beaten. This» and the art 
of carving with a penknife, occadonally 
< grauted them a release from attendance : 
and when otber business did not call away 
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Theodore, the Count perpetually chose 
hitn for the partner of his ramble, or the 
guide of his short voyages down the Segne« 
iiord. 

Gompletely captivated by the graces of 
his noble companion, Theodore now looked 
to these moments for the highest gratifica- 
tion. The niost exquisite mind, ahernately 
diflfusmg itself over subjects of taste, science, 
morals, änd manners, with the expansion 
of strength, yet still preserving its elegant 
persuasiveness^ was something quite new to 
Theodore : he had been accustomed tö the 
strong, unadomed, gigantic understanding 
of his preceptor ; his mind's eye was used 
to a sort of sterile greatness in hira j but 
thiis -lovely verdure of grace, and imagina- 
tion, and kindness, embellishing even the 
boldest characters of discourse, was what 
he had never^yen fancied« 

Count Lauvenheilm began by captivating 
his taste; he finished by attaching his 
heart. How could such a heart as Theo- 
dore's fail to attach itself^ almo$t with pas* 
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sion» to a man thus gifted by; nature, and 
evidently elevated by Fortune to a height 
he scarcely dared gug^ at ? — yetwho court* 
ed his regard with a mix^ure of dignity aod 
of gentleness, that $eemed to say, *' I long 
for your friendship, and I know myself 
worthy of it.'* 

Disparity of age and rank, by doubling 
his gratitude, served biit to increase hi$ 
enthusiasm ; and as the day drew near for 
their guests' departure, he feit that whea 
Count Lauvenheilm should depait, it would 
seem as if he had been gazing tbrough the 
gates of Heaven, now qlosed on him for 
ever. • 

The Count meanwhile meditated some« 
thing very differenc from a Separation : the 
partiality he had imbibed for Theodore was 
not less ^incere» though miicb less glowing^ 
than wbat he had himself inspired. For 
the first time in his life, he believed that, he 
isaw an undisguised beart ; and that, without 
pwing apy thistg to his acdde&ts of ranl: 
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or fortune, he had attached that heart to bis 
fate with rivets of steel. 

Satiated with the level surface of artifi* 
cial life, he contemplated with pleasure, the 
natural beauties of simplicity and truth» 
There was something picturesque in Theo- 
dore's errors with regard to many of the 
Cttstoms and opinions of elevated society : 
bis ^zpectations were founded upon immiu 
table principles, therefore just and excel« 
lent in themselves, but 'm how few instances 
could Count Lauvenheilm say they would 
be answered by what he would see in 
Courts ! 

A peculiar propriety of mind, and that 
taste which sprmgis from delicacy of feeling» 
assnred Lauvenheilm that bis protegee 
would never confuse hitn by any gaucher 
ries ; but he saw that this chiid of solitudie 
and reflection would much earlier leam the 
tnanners than the morals of busy life ; andi 
consequently, he prepared «himself for some 
astonishmeht in bis Company» at the roman« 
tic refinement of the young man's notions» 
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It was Count Lauvenheilm's Intention ta 
ofFer him the post of his confidentiat secre- 
cretary. As it had formed part of the 
Count's views to make a name for himself 
throughout Europe, he had cuhivated the 
sufirages of men of letters with as much 
"assiduity as those of .ministers and princes. 
To diffuse his reputation through every 
country, he corresponded with all its dis- 
tinguished characters, whether political or 
literary ; and it was not seldom that he feit 
the wearisomeness of the tax thus paid for 
celebrity. A secretary qualified to relieve 
him from this burthen.would be an absolut» 
treasure ; and where could he find a person 
so qualified as Theodore ? 

His extensive knowledge of languages 
would exactiy fit him for such a Situation, 
while his taste and manners would! make^ 
him delightful as a domestic companlpn, 
and his integrity would render him a secure 
inmate. 
- Agreeably to the plan thus determined 
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on, the Count opened his iatention$ tö Do- 
frestom. 

He expaüated upon the talents and qualities 
of the orphan, and the injustice of confining 
such a mind to the drudgery of merely me- 
chanical labour. " Did the young man 
possess only such talents» however astonish- 
ing, as are given to amaze mankind, I 
would not urge his departure from you ; 
but his are talents for Utility, and believe 
nie, good father, Providence never bestows 
such qualities with the Intention that they 
should remain unemployed.'* 

Dofrestom's aching heart, aching with 
the remembrance of Heinreich, for the first 
tirae feit the difference between what is 
brilliant and what is solid y he sighed hea- 
vily, without speaking. 

Coqnt Lauvenheilm continued to explain 
the Situation and emolument he meant to 
offer Theodore, and to enumerate the ad- 
vantages likely to result from such circum« 
stances. " Surely, my good father,** he 
addcd, *^ in the very accident that ha& 
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brought hither, and detained here, i persozi 
capable of thus honourably establishing your 
favourite, you must perceive the band of 
Providence ! In your case, I should consider 
these things as an audible declaration of the 
heavenly will, and should obey it as such/' 

The Count paused, and observed by the 
workings of Dofrestom's countenance, that 
be had now touched the right string. 
*^ Intere$t,*' he thought, " is nothing to a 
people that have no fastidious wants ; titled 
Society is not hing to men who think no man 
superior to a free peasant ; but the fear of 
being wanting in a duty, is the only lever 
to move souls conscientiously religious." 

Again he addressed Dofrestom : ^' I re- 
spect you for your anxiety aböut the morais 
of your Theodore ; but I trust you will 
cease to feel any, when you shatl know who 
now niakes himself responsible for their 
preservation,-^ Count Lauvenheilm and 
Usthamar.'* 

Dofrestom bent bis head to the brother« 
io^law of their viceroy . " Your name, Sir> 
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is pledge enough ; I consent ; but it is a 
hard tug at this old heart. Such a youth! 
the cheerer, the comforter, the blessing of 
my house ! yet för that very reason, I 
ought to let him go ; it is now our time to 
do something for him, and instead of griev* 
ing» I hope Catherine and I shall bfless God 
for sending him such a friend« WeH, I 
pray that I mzfy live to see Theodore a great 
man, and a good laan still !'' 

Count Lauvenheilm graciously shook the 
oM man's hand ; requesting him to leam 
whether it would be agreeable to Theodore, 
he went to attend upon his illustdous com« 
panion. 

He föund him busily employed, and 
violently amused; he was taking his last 
lesson in the'^ art of making Guldbrandal 
wafers, a species of cake, in which Catherine 
particularly excelled. 

Amongst the objects of the Prince's am- 
bition, the mystery of cookfery held a high 
jrank ; and having an'admirable opportunity 
of observing all the culinary Operations of 
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the cottage, as he lay on his mattrass by 
the stove, he bid fair to rival his own cooks, 
when he should return to . 

The distance between the rank of a baron 
and a prince seemed so immeasurable to 
his eyes» that in laying aside the one cha- 
racter for the other, he forgot that there 
was any dignity in the lesser; in the 
humbleness of his assumed, Station, he 
enjoyed a complete oblivipn of ev^ry thing 
princely, except only that nxost inveterate 
of spoited <:hildren's habits, the babit of 
Consulting nobody's pleasure or feelings 
but their own. 

Count Lauvenheilm scarcely knew how 
to conceai his disdain at the employment of 
his fellow-traveller. Was his own ambitioh 
criminal, if such were the beings that sat 
on thrones» and wielded the destinies of 
mankind ? Lauvenheilm chose to forget 
that at that very period, the principal 
thrones of Europe were filled by sovereigns 
whose names will shine for e vef in the page 
of history. 
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In England, the briUiant reign of Anne 
had succeeded to the glorious revolution 
under Witliam of Nassau ; in France, 
Louis XIV. } in Sweden, Charles XII. ; 
and in Russia, Peter the Great ; displayed 
all those qualities which command both 
admiration and respect. 

tauvenheilm would not see, that with so 
many obstacles to the knowledge of others 
ai)d of themselves, which their unenviable 
clevatbn creates, princes are miracles when 
great and good ; and worthy of pity, not 
deserving of contempt, when they are less 
estimable than their subjects. 

Meanwhile, Dofrestom went in search of 
Theodore, who was gone to the mill to take 
an account of some timber then on the 
point of being floated down the river. 

He found him closely attending to the 
business, though with a countenance that 
seemed to say, ** I wish Imight take time 
lo be sad.'' The next day was that fixed 
for the travellers' departure, and Theodoie 
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was to lose the most amiable of companions, 
probably fbr ever. 

Dofrestom waited tili the numbering and 
r^stering öf the pianks was ßnished, thea 
leading* him into an empty wood-Ioft, im« 
parted the proposal of Count Lau venheil m. 

Theodore did not cmce interrupt him 
during his long Speech : he sat with his 
eyes fixed on the ground, and so still, tfaat 
Dofrestom might have thought the subject 
did^ not interest him, had it not been for the 
sudden coldness of the band tfaat rested in 
his, and the raised colour of hts cheefe. 
Internal war spoke in this contrast of ice 
and fire. • 

He was silent long after Dofrestom ceased 
to speak« The old man kindly nrged htm to 
reply, and to reply siocerely. " Well then," 
he Said, räising his eyes, füll of his agitated 
soul, ^^ I wUi be sincere : I have always had 
a Strang desire to make my way in Kfe by 
some other path than the present ; and J 
hope it is not arrogant in me to say^ tbat I 
feel Heaven has given me capacities for 
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doing more service to others, and eaming 
more satisfaction for myself, than I can ol> 
tain here. Tbat feeting would make me 
think ic wrong to f emain tbuß comparatively 
idle, were it not that your bäppiness, nay, 
your will only, sanctifies every thing. If 
you wisb me to accept the Coiuit's offer» 
I will do it gladly } but if you consent only, 
I never can be jiistified to Heaven and my 
own heart/* 

" I wisb — indeed I wisb it !" ex- 
claimed Dofrestom, grasping bis band still 
tigbter, and looking at bim U'itb a mixture 
of pleasur4ß and grief. ^^ I ba\re tbougbt so 
often lately about tbe professor's selfisbness, 
tbat I begin to fear I bave been selfisb too : 
so now, unless I accepted this noble offer 
for your advantage, I sbould never die in 
peace. God knows, my chief reason, since 
fxx)r Heiiireicb's ill<onduct, bas been the 
fear tbat tbe same bad bands might seize 
upon you : but I was a fool to think so ! 
After eight montbs' abseace, you came 
back from Copenhagen better than before» 
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And besides, at two-and-twenty, you mäy 
guide yourself: he, poor boy^ was but a 
boy» And then, ät such a house as Count 
Lauvenheilm's, you will see nothing that is 
not instructive. Yes, yes, you must go." 

" O my dear father !" exclairaed Theo- 
dore, in great emotion, *• you must decide 
for me ; I feel no longer master of my 
judgment. Count Lauvenheilm has charm- 
ed my aflFection so much, that I dare not 
believe myself right in yielding to your 
wishes : and yet, much as tie has charmed 
me, what is that hästy enthusiasm to the 
steady, long-fixed ' afiection I feel for you - 
and Aunt Catherine !** ' 

*' Dear boy ! kind boy !'* repeated the 
cid man, ** I am sure it is so ; but we are 
not fit associates for such an instructed mind 
as yours. The Count is like yourself, 
sensible and well-informed ; it is natural 
you should like his conversation at least 
better than others ; but for the real, sub- 
stantial part of affection, 1 am sure we ' 
have it still» and always shall have it/' 



Theodore's füll heart spoke in the eager 
kisd he gave the withered hand that held 
hk i büt his lips were silent. Dofrestom 
resuoied: 

*^ You Tvilly perhaps^ be able to hear 
something certain of Heinreich. O ! bless* 
ed would be the hour of your departure^ 
if it were to be the means of restoring my. 
pöor prodigal ! I would kill the fetted calf ; 
I would make the voice of rejoking be 
heard through my house, and you, my son, 
would rejoxce with me, nor repine, like'the 
brother in Scripture. 

This pleasing image. fortified the resolu» 
tion <of Dofrestom ; and he began to enu- 
merate the many soothers and enliveners he 
would have left, even after the loss of what 
was dearest. Thdr excellent neighbours, 
his affectionate sister, the attentive Eric^ 
the animating Magdalen, and, above all^ 
their pretty prattling child. In addition to 
these, unbroken health must be numbered^ 
spirits that only flagged at times, and relief 
from debt. 

VOL. I. K 
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" What then have I to complain of ?'* 
he asked ; ^' I shall continue to enjoy all 
these good things, while I know you are 
happy, and acquiring both honour and 
profit. Welly I am determined to look 
duU no more i so do you, my boy, smile 
again/* 

Theodore did sxnile^ though pensively ; 
for, now . the arrangement was made» hi$ 
heart sickened at the thought of leaving the 
dear old couple to none but servants and 
acquaintance : yet they wished it them« 
selves ; and Providence did indeed appeär 
to will his entrance upon a busier scene. 

One doubt hara$sed Theodore : was he, 
or was he not to teil Count Lauvenheiloi» 
that his adopted facher was the parent of 
that Dofrestom who had carried oflf Ste* 
phania Richeman ? 

The Gount, of course, stood in the same 
relation to the high admiral as to the vice* 
roy of Norway. Perhaps the knowledge 
of Theodore's connection with a young man 
whose last act at Copenhagen had been an 
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msult to his brother-in-IaW) might alter 
Count Lauvenheilm's inclination ia his 
favoun 

Tet, how to apologise for such a trans- 
gression ! Heinreich was but the thief whe 
steals from another what that other has 
Stolen from some one eise : in short, sstch 
a woman as Stephania was common pro* 
pcrty, to which nö one cAuld say he had a 
right, Theodore justly concluded that it 
was best to conclude the family of the high 
admiral would be as ashamed to hear of the 
transaction as was that of Dofrestom, and 
that silence was, consequently, the most 
delicate and prudent conduct he could adopt. 
Never havi^ig told the unnecessary part of 
HeinVeich's fault,, his rivalry with Count 
Gulderlieu, it was needless to caution Do- 
frestom on the subject. These reflections 
were the result of his walk from the mill to 
the cottage. His new patron stood on the 
threshold. He extended his band with a 
gracious smile, " Peace or war, my young 
friend j mine, or not mine ?** 

K 2 
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Theodore answered by kissing that ex- 
tended band. In times of great emotion he 
rarely trusted himself to speak ; and this 
wa$ one of the most agitating moments of 
hiß life. 

Count Lauvenheilm reqiured only a 
glance of Theodore*» expressive eyes, to 
See the extent of the infiuence he had gained. 
Delicately careftfl of that modesty of souI, 
which sought to hide even its fairest. feel- 
ings, he how directed his attention to Do- 
frestora, by renewing his thanks for the 
säcrifice of his adopted son's society. 

'^ Do you still purpose setting off tö- 
morrow, Sir?*' asked Theodore. " My 
companiön has willed so," replied the Count, 
^' and you guess that I have no voice in the 
matter. I would, otherwise, offer to re- 
main as much longer as might suit you/* 

•* O no ! the sooner the better/* cried 
Üofrestom ; " we must have no time for 
repehtaiice on either side ; for I cah teil 
you, my lord, that, after all, I believe our 
Theodore v^ill be as sorry to part from us, 
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>vhen the parting comes, as w6 shall be to 
lose him. No, no time for taking xhy mind 
again." 

The Count perfectly agreed with him ; 
and indeed it had been that consideration 
which had made him defer the offer so 
long* 

** If you think it lik^ely you shall repent, 
dearest father/* cried Theodore, " for 
heaven^s sake let me stay. I scarcely know 
what I wisb. Either way^ I have so much 
to resign, and so much to be grateful för !*' 
. The Count stood at the entrance of the 
parlour, and looked at both as if waiting 
för their decision. Dofrestom understood 
btt looks; ^ He goes with you, my k>rd ; 
it is for my advantage as well as bis, and 
I shall be more reconcikd to the thing the 
longer I think of it. So now, Theodore, 
go to your room and make your prepanu- 
tions." 

His preparations were soon made« The 
apparel he had worn at Copenhagen, (which 
would haye been rkliculoiis at Aardal,) and 
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a ferourite book or two, were all nis travel- 
ling equipage» His short packing over, be 
would not allow bimself time tö ruminate 
on the only disagreeable part of the pro- 
spect, absence from his venerable friends^ 
but rejoined theni in their sitting room. 

The nominal baron had just heard the 
arrangement was settled, and was obliging 
enough to say several complimentary things 
on the occasion« He then proceeded to ask 
a hundred questions about the road they 
were to retum by, and the places they were 
to See, and the accommodation they miglit 
expect ; to all of which Theodore gave a 
patient hearing, and suitable answers. 

AU this time poor Catherine was seri- 
ousl and sadly spreading'the table, for the. 
last dinner her illustrious guests were to 
jKUtake at the cottage. Theodore was going, 
and the whole business had been arranged 
so suddenly> and so entirely without her 
knowledge, that she saw it was needless to 
make any Opposition to the plan. 

üow continually, in retiremeiit and ia 
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the World, is |the lesson of Submission forced 
upon woman ! To siiffer, and to be silent 
under suffering, seems the great command 
she has to obey ; while man is allowed to 
vrestle with calamity, and to conquer or 
die in the struggle. 

Theodore marked the big tears that stood 
ready to' fall in the eyes of this respectable 
foster-mothen His heart melted at the 
sight ; and when she left the room, for some 
hoasehold purpose, he foUowed her out 
into the kitchen, gently pronouncmg her 
name. 

She tumed at his voice, and throwing 
' herseif upon his , neck, sobbed aloud« He 
suffered her grief to vent itself, while he 
soothingly repeated every argument calcu« 
lated to reconcile her to the privation of his 
Society^ joined to expressiöns of gratitude 
fbr hef fervent concern. 

" Oh child/* she cried, ** I never 
thought that I was to part with you too« It 
was hard enough to lose Heinreich \ but 
you, that I love now twenty times more than 
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evcr I loved him } — yes, if you don't come 
tö good, I shall never outlive iu 

Theodore gently adverted to the whole 
conduct of his past life, and. added some 
entbusiastic words about Count Lauven* 
heilm's high character. 

*^ Ah I God send he may prove \(^hat he 
seems, and do all he promiees: ! but I bare 
never thought much of these ha$ty great 
likings, and fine promises, ever since the 
pFofessor's wÜh These geii&tlemen only 
Uke you because you are clever^ and any* 
whim or ofience may do a mischief to soch, 
love as that. Love's good for nothUig, and 
won't stand the push of a pin withoutit 
grows out of knowing a person's good qtia<« 
lities." 

Homely as Catherine's language was» 
there was much truth in her sentiments } 
and Theodore not only feit so at the motnent 
she spoke, but in after years he recalied this 
conversatic»!, and sighed over the prppbetic 
tpirit it breathed. 
Happily for both» tb? noiseof a fish*kettle 
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boiling fiercely, r^minded Catherine of dm» 
ner. ^* Well, child^ t must not stand 
crying here, but go about ray duty." She 
went as she spoke to eatch ofF the. hissmg 
kettle, and Theodore returned slowly ta 
the7>arl0ur. 

Never meaA was got through so dismally 
uader tbe roöf of Dofrestom as this dinner: 
Even the Baron's constitutional laugh failed 
to anicnate it. Count Lauvenheilm. respected 
the feelings of its artless jnhabitants too^ 
mucb, to seek any other diversion for theifx 
than vfhzt was afibrded by details of past 
events connected wtth their darlbg's ia* 
&ncy. 

The nominal Baron yawned repeatedly, 
tili Magdalen came in to teil hitn a story^ 
and the chess-board was placed betweea 
him and Dofrestom. 

The travellers were to set off at an eariy 
hour the next day. Their carriage was oxi 
the other side of the little river j and as 
their servants had already taken their va« 
rious portmanteaus to it, they had nothing 
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fuither to do but coQvey themselves in a 
boat over the stream. 

Doff estom and Catherine had no witnesses 
to thdr par^ing whh Theodore ; and respecl 
for his fviture patron fortunately obliged 
them to lay. their feelings under salutary 
restraint» so that their adieii$ were les$ pro- 
longed than Count Lauvenbeüm appre-- 
kended; 

It was a sad and an awful moQient for all l 
Neither Dofrestom nor his sister might live 
to see, their darling again; and if tbey did^ 
would I be be the same humble, kiad, and 
amiable Theodore he was now ? Theodore^ 
on his part, thought chiefly of the void he 
would leave in their domestic comfort ; he 
iMTOoded over no fears fbr himself, or doubts. 
of his patron ; he regretted only the great 
distance that would separate him from these 
more than parents. But the hope of event« 
vally henefiting them, by honorably obtain« 
ing the means of Clearing Heinreich's debts^ 
added to that of reaching Heinreich himself 
through some sure Channels^ and perbaps. 
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brmging hiin back to bis duty, overcame 
the bitteraess of other thoughts. 

l^eairs, blessings, and embraces wäre re- 
peated, and renewed afresh, dll Dofrestom 
forcibly unlocked Catherine's hands, as they 
were clasped round Theodore's neck, and 
bade htm leave tbem. Theodore uttered a 
hasty ^^ God bless you !'* and drawing his 
hat orer his eyes, hastened to join his feU 
low-travellers, who-were already gone to« 
wards the carriage. 

At the tummg of the valley he looked 
back, gazed on the dear cotcage, and bid- 
ding it a long, long farewell, hurried from 
the scene. 



^» . 
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CHAPTER VI. 

npHE road takeii t^y the tii^yeUers was tb& 
same that Theodor« ba4 purwed ac« 
cpsips^e^ by th^ pFpfeasor ; h» wascoaae- 
qKiendy fiuniliar with . ita natural cuiJocities. 
His: knowledge of iniii^aJsj^ plantSf and 
astronomy, served to amusethe Barön, (as. 
he still called himself^) whil(9 the obs^rvap 
tipns suggested by bis: tatte aad senaibility, 
in^erested tbe Coünt. 

They performed their journey to Chn&» 
tiaäa without any accident ; which with a 
carriage, and in Norway, was little short 
of a miracle. The Baron secr&tly attributed 
this good fortune to bis precaution of regu- 
larly sticking a knife in the ground, at eyery 
fresh stage ; a superstitious rite which he 
had leamed, amongst various other valuable 
pieces of information, at Aardal. 

In consequence of the disputes between 
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tte court of Swedea and that of Denmark, 
travellers could not proceed to Copenbagen 
hy the way of Hekingbco'g ; the Baron and 
hh party were therefore obli^ed to go from 
Christiana in an armed vessel. They landed 
at Elsmeur without having encountered any 
molestation &om the enemy ; and a few 
houtrs afterwards bronght them to the ca- 
p»taL 

At GopenhagenL they separated* The 
hereditary pnnce, . (fbr he was no long«:* a 
bdse beef-eater,) now resumed his dignity ; 
axid eacoFted by a troop o£ royal gus^^d^, 
repaired to bis magnificent abode at one of 
the country palaces. Count Lauvenheilm 
proceeded to bis. own villa, a few miles from 
the city, where he had the mortification to 
fmd servants only ; bis daughters being at 
Fredericsberg with the court. 

Theodore entered bis future home with 
8ome curiosity to see and more de^re to 
know the family of bis protector. During 
their joumey, the Count had occasionally 
coQYersed freely upon that subject j and the 
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^estimony of the Prince confirmed the truth * 
of wbat he said. ' - ' - 

Indeed^ on one point some oAer testi* 
mony than bis own was necessary : it was 
the beauty of his* eldest daugliter. 

Frojp his description of that beauty, and - 
its astonisbing effectSy Theodore might have 
iaiagined bimself transported into that fabu- 
lous court, where the P^rsian Princess' 
Rezia turned the whole popüIation mad 
with adimration of her charms. 

The Count spoke of both bis children with 
great fondneas, (for he l&d z daughter' 
three years younger by his second wife,) bat 
ic was evident that either the merit or graces 
of the fair wonder, gave her the first place 
in bis heart. 

Beaiitiful as the dream of Imagination 
was indeed Countess Anastasia ; in addition 
to which, a fortune quite as dazzling as her 
person, heightened the flames it raised. 

It had been the will of Christian V. to 
give the offspring of his lovely mistress every 
hoiKmr except legitimacy } her two sons 
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filled the highest posts under tbe crown^ 
and her daughter had been givea in mar- 
riage to the most ilI\istrious man of the court, 
I.auvenheilm received with her a splen^d 
dowry, whkh was legally settied upon their 
children. Anastasia, the only fruit of this 
marriage, was therefore its sole heiress. 

Already at the age of one-and-twentj» 
she had refused half the nobility of France 
and Dentnark. Daring her father's em-^ 
bassy at the court of the first, she had been 
followed with an enthusiaaniy and wor- 
shipped with an^ idolatry^^ that was very 
lik^ly to make her imagine herseif too costly 
a gern to be appropriated by any individuaU 
Be that as it may, she was now in D^nmark, 
the Star and goddess of the people ; still 
Walking over the prostrate necks of lovers y 
Still free, while to adore her seemed the 
court religion, and he that feil short of such 
adoration was treated as a heretic. 

Count Lauvenheilm having dispatched a 
Courier to Fredericsberg, to inform bis 
daughters of bis return, proceeded to settk 
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the fiiture aecotnmodations of Hieodore» 
An agreeable suite of apartments was assign- 
ed to him, with permission to alter their 
arrangemetit at bis pleasure, and to con» 
sider them as entirely at bis own command 
as if tbey formed a detacbed residence. 

Tbe Count bad already exphined tbe 
natttre of tbe Services be sbould require 
irotn bim ; and baving done so, witbout 
laying down tbe law of settled times and 
duties, be left tbeir Performance solely at 
tbe discr^tioB of bim wbo was to execute 
tbem. A noble library and museum were 
open to bim at all seasons ; and wben not 
engaged wirb tbem, tbe Count intimated bis 
wish tbat be sbould take bis place in tbe 
feniily circle, wbatever were tbe rank or tbe 
number of bis visitors. 

Tbis munificence of patronage migbt be 
called paying before band ; but Count Lau- 
venbeilm read tbe cbaracter of bis young^ 
secretary, and knew tbat tbe more confi- 
dence was placed in bim, tbe nobler would 
be bis harvest of gratitude änd service. 
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Theodore was highly pleased with bis new 
restdence. The villa stood in the centre of 
a park, on a beautiful slope, commanding 
fine views of the Sound. On one side the 
steep and rocky coast of Sweden, and on 
the other the woody undulations of Zealand, 
presented the charms of contrast. Every 
thing withia the house spoke the rank, the 
wealth» and the splendid taste of its pos- 
sessor. Books and musical uistruments 
were seen in every apartment. Theodore 
tumed away from the latter with a shudder- 
ing Sensation. ^* Oh ! shall I ever hear 
music again with pleasure ?'' Heinreich was 
in his thoughtsj and the charming voice 
and hand, that were again to unlock his 
sensibility to that sweetest art, was yet un« 
heard. 

Upon the return of bis messenger, Count 
Lauvenheilfii read the note he brought, and 
gave it to his companion. >' It is from my 
youngest daughter,*' he said. Theodore 
read as follows : 

We are all impalience to embrace you. 



«« 
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my dearest father, but cannot return home : 
the Princess has a sort of masque going for- 
ward, which is to be performed on Tuesday, 
and we have parts in it. You will guess 
how unwillingly your fooli^h EUesif has 
obeyed the royal comraand. Come to us, 
dear Sir, and pray take us away as soon'as 
ever you can.*' 

" You See, Guevaraj" said theCount, 
^* that I must immediately make you one of 
my family, by treating you, trithout any 
ceremony» I cannot do otherwise than go 
to Eredericsberg to-morrow, to pay my duty 
to the Queen, and embrace my children ; 
but I will retum as soon as possible. Mean« 
whlle receive who you will ; remember this 
suite of apartments are your öwn house, and 
there are servants ready to obey all your 
Orders." 

Theodore thanked him. " I have very 
few acquaintance," he replied, '* and they 
are all literary nien. With some of these 
I should wish to renew my former intimacy«. 
There i$ one to whom I am greatly obliged % 
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if you are absent to-morrow, my lord, I 
will employ the morning in visiting hitn.*' 

Count Lauvenheilm gave him carte blanche . 
for the däy ; and having partaken of some 
refreshment, they separated for the night. 

Early the next morning the Count mount- 
f d his horse, and set off for the summer 
residence of the court. Theodore, fond of 
Walking, and desirous of enjoying the en- 
chanting land and sea views around, pro« 
ceeded on foot to Copenhagen. 

Of course his object was to visit Mr. 
Coperstad, who had lately obtained a place 
under govemment of great trnst, though 
of little rank. Familiär with the town, 
Theodore soon discovered the office of his 
friend ; and scarcely having time for mutuat 
sälutations, hastened to express his grati- 
tude for the Services that gentleman had 
rendered him. 

Mr. Coperstad's surprise could only be 
equalled by his pleasure at the sight <^ 
Theodore ; he was rejoiced to see him so 
"well, and to hear he was so fortunate. 
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*^ Count Lauvenheilm's protection// he 
Said, " is indeed a distinction : and as all 
eyes are now türaed upon bim to fill one 
of the first situations in the ministry, I make 
no doubt but you will rise to wealth and 
bonour tbrough bis means." 

This remark, instead of obtaining an 
answer from Theodore9 threw bim into a 
reverie. He was roused from it by a second 
obsa'vation of Mr. Copefstad's : but in that 
sbort time, how many ideas bad passed 
througb bis mind ! Mr. Coperstad imagined 
bis present Situation formed tbe boundary 
of Th^odore^s views; Theodore on tbe 
contrary, considered every event of bis 
life, and tbis also, but as a mean of reacb« 
ing anotber point. 

Fortune and bonour were incomplete 
witbout a country and kindred : be bad 
brooded over tbat wisb, tili fancy bad 
adomed it witb so many cbarms, tbat 
notbing but tbe experience of the reality 
could satisfy or undeceive bim* Tuming 
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to Mr. Goperstad he, hesitatingly, stated 
what thou^hts absorbed him. 
' Mr. Goperstad was his senior by fourteen 
y^rs ; titne and experience had soberized 
his feelings, without deadening them. He 
considered the subject for a while, then 
assured Theodore, that he believed his pre- 
sent Situation very friendly to the prosecu* 
tion of an inquiry about his fainily. 

** Doubtless you know,** he added, 
^^ that the person who now almost govems 
the court of Madrid is a Frenchwoman. 
Count Lauvenheilm's last wife was Frenc^, 
— of what family I know not,— but noble, 
of course ; — • when you have lived long 
enough with the Count to be secure of youi* 
ground, it will be well for you to «nter 
upon the subject some day with him ; and 
if he or his wife*s family have any corre* 
spondence with Madame Ursini^ or with the 
other French persons at the Spanish court, 
through their means soine enquiries might 
be made.** 
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Theodore admitted the probability of this. 
** If my father's family were noble," he 
said, ^^ of course that would be the direct 
methdd ; if they are not, it ^111 be of no 
lise« Perhaps it is foolish in me to suppo$e 
my parents were persoüs beyond the com- 
mon rank of life. The uncertaintyof what 
I am is the reason of this folly : when we 
are left to imagine purselves any thing, I 
suppose it is natural to imagine öurselves 
the best thing we ean/' 

^^ I would advise you not to be hasty^ 
however," observed Mr. Coperstad : " wait 
tili matters are more settled in Spain. The 
question draws to a close between Charles 
and Philip» and then will be your time to 
speak of your Situation to Count Lauven- 
heilm : at the present junction it would be 
unwise in you^ and perhaps unsafe for him, 
to interfere. We, in common with the 
Maritime Powers, are hostile to the Bour- 
bon cause in Spain ; and unless Philip were 
formally acknowledged by Denmark and 
her allies, I fear a man of Count Lauven- 
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heilm's political importance could not, with 
propriety, enter into any communication 
with the French residents at Madrid.** 

Theodore again subscribed to the justice 
of his friend's remarks. ** Much as he 
might be inclined to sei:ve you/* resumed 
the lafter, ** I do not think Count Lauven- 
heilm ^ould promote in any way a cor- 
respondence with Spain at this moment. It 
b well known that, without holding any 
great ostensible Situation, the Count enjoys 
the füll confidence of His , Majesty : you 
know, of course, that the King is now in 
Berlin« We are told he is gone to 
stand godfather fqr the Prince Royal's 
child, but we are apt to fancy that there 
äre more weighty mducements for his jour» 
ney : be that as it may, your patron cannot 
«act with too much circumspection during 
the King's absence. Thefefore you must 
iMDt (empt him to take any steps that might 
cause him to be suspected of an inclinatioii 
towards France.** 

Again Theodore dianked his friend for 
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his advice, and changmg the subject^ spoke 
of Heinmch. 

Mr. Coper^tad's pursuits were of a na* 
ture to carry hihi into very different society 
from that in which the history of theatres 
excited a lively interest, but he promised 
to make it his business to learn whether 
Heinreich were yet at Dresden, and if he 
were, to find out some person going thither 
who would undertake the delivery of a 
letter from Theodore. 

Nothing could make Theodore forget 
that this misguided young man was the 
Chief object of future hope and fear to Do- 
frestom ; and that he himself bad accepted 
the Situation ofFered by Count Lauvenheilm, 
principally with the view of being enabled 
by it, to assist not only the father but the 
son. 

After discussing these most interesting 
topics, the friends conversed upon geneiml 
subjects ; and many a former day of intel* 
lectual enjoyment, passed together in the 
circle at the profcssor's, was renewed by 
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discourse. Some hours were thus spent^ 
after which Theodore took leave of Mr# 
Cpperstad, and returned home. 

He seated himself ia the library, wilh In- 
tention to read, but having taken bis place 
near a low glass door fronting the sea, his 
attention was insensibly calied off, by the 
gliding sails, and the be^utiful shores of 
the Sound. 

The villas of the nobility profusely scat* 
tered along its rising ground, added mag* 
nificence to the charms of nature. Th^ 
scenery of groves and hüls so different from 
that of Norway, recalted it by that very 
contrast. From contemplating present 
Images, his mind gradually flowed back to 
what were past : the reverse of his Situation 
now, with what it had been so lately, 
forcibly Struck him : no^ 'with the won- 
der and tumuhuous joy of rusticityj it 
seenied to him as if he were restored to 
his original State, rathcr than entered upon 
a new one, 

YOL. I. L 



^21 8 THÄ RECLUSE OF NORWAY. 

The ease and elegance by which he was 
surrounded, the feeling of honourable ex- 
ertion, of consideration, of intimate fellow- 
ship wjth a character like Count Lauven- 
heilm's, all this appeared to him his natural 
atmosphere. Yet not the less fondly did he 
look back to that happy Valley where he 
had first learned to think and to feel : with 
what respect and love did he dwell on the 
recollection of Dofrestom and of Catherine 1 
He almost chid himself ibr finding any equi- 
yalent for their tried affection, in the par- 
tialhy and society of a new protector. 

As his eyes carelessly wandered over the 
rieh decorations of the room he sat in, he 
exclalmed aloud, " Yes, dear and respect- 
able friends, it is not for such poor induce- 
» ments as these that I leave your humble 
cottage ! it is to be something,— to do 
something in life ; — it is in the chimerical 
hope (perhaps) of one day reaching the 
home of my poor ship-wrecked parents j of 
finding there some near relative, some per-.- 
tion of themselves.*' 
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Theodore's mental address was inter- 
rupted by the appearance of a carriage ad- 
vancing rapidly ; it drew up to the front 
entrance, and Count Lauvenheilm alighted 
from it. Immediately äfter setting hira 
down, the carriage drove away. 

Through a side whidow, Theodore had 
Seen only a hand and arm of exquisite 
beauty held out to the Count ; and heard a 
voice of thrilling sweetness. Such a voice ! 
Surely it must bclong to a soul as finely 
attuned ! He * had not recovered from the 
pleasing emotion it caused, when the Count 
entered. 

" You are at home, Guevara, and I did 
not know it ! I wanted to let you see my 
daughter. She and Ellesif brought me 
from Fredericsberg, and have this moment 
driven from the door." 

Theodore's answer was a bow and a 
smile, " You smile," observed the Count, 
" I suppose at my fatherly foliy, as you 
think it; but when you see Anastasia, I 
believe you will confess that it is a privilege 

ü. 2 
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to belong to her : jndeed both my girls are 
icharming ^ Ellesif would be the beauty of 
any family except miße. But what did you 
«mileat?** . • 

" At your Lordship's b'abit t)f calling 
Countess Anastasia your ^aughter, and 
^eaking of Countess Ellefeif only by name, 
a$ if she toQ were not your daughter*" 

*' Did'I do so ? Am I in the habit of 
doing so ?*' asked the Cotxnt, with an 
^amiable glow of contrition ; " I thank you 
for the remark, , Guevara — you shall see 
that l will profit by it. Ellesif is as dear to 
me as tny life, for I loved her mother ten* 
^erly; büt Anastasia gratifies niy pride; 
and we are such wretched creatuKes, Gue- 
vUra, thät our very afFections are heigbt- 
ene4 or depressed by the opinion of 
cthers," 

^^ Nay, Sir !" exclaiined Theodore, with 
incredulous astonishment. 

*' I perceive that weakness is yet un- 
known to you,'* replied the Count/ " but 
VfhGa you have lived some time in what is 
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called the world, you will learn the in-- 
fluence of society : like all other mfluences», 
it is sometimes useful^ sometimes other- 
wis)^; and pernicious certainly in the case £ 
havestated**^ 

" I cannot understand such influence/*" 
52ud Theodore; ^^ it seems to me that our 
regard for per$ons must be as independenfe 
of other men's notions, as our principle» 
of conduct are.*' 

" I ' fear not/* returned the Count f 
*• intercourse with the world gradualljr 
mixes alloy with cur pürest gold. You will , 
admit that we love individualg. in propor-^ 
tion to thf number of pleasurable emotione 
we derive from them : well then^ if our 
habits have taught us to find pleasure int 
gratified vanity, we must surely love. that 
wife or daughter most, whose charms at-r 
tract to US the greatest notice. I confess. 
this 18 a weakness, and I do not defend, \ 
simply explain it/* 

" I remember that, during our jdumey^ 
your Lordship told ine I had many stränge 

L 1 
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notions to unlearn : I presume this is one 
of them, *' Said Theodore; " but indeed 
I.must change.my nature ere I can imagine 
the possibility pf loving any one a whit less, 
because another person does so." 

" Well, Guevara, when you have seen 
my daughter «r— there you smile again ! — 
well then, my eldest daughter, when you 
have- Seen her followed by the gaze and 
murmured admiration of multitudes, I am 
sure you will comprehend something of a 
father's jexultation. You have almost 
piqued me/' he added, playfully, " into 
the silliness of shewing her off ; so if you 
dare commit yourself to me on Tuesday 
evening, I will make interest to get you 
■^* admitted to this masque at Fredericsberg,, 
then you will see her in all the splendour 
of dress and animation.'* 

Theodore expressed his thanks and his 
eagerness to take advantage of the ofFered . 
kindness; but inquired how it was to take 
effect from the circumstances of his Situa- 
tion : Count Lauvenheilm explained. Part 
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of the grand hall at Fredericsberg was 
fitted up for a theatre, and the other part 
left for the reception of the court ; but a 
gallery at one end was set apart for a few 
of those young persons who had not yet 
been presented; and aisongst them, the 
Count knew he could place his protege. 

" You will see your old acquaintance 
the hereditary prince/^ observed he, " but 
not amongst the performers of course. It 
is a pity he staid so long in Norway, otber- 
wise, I think, the mänagement of the Itttle 
drama," -— he was about to add, " would 
bave exactly matched his capacity," when 
he.broke ofF abrupt ly, Theodore would 
not shewv him, even by a smile, that he 
had guessed the conclusion ; he was in the 
midst of some other remark, when the 
arrival of Company, terminated their con- 
versation. 

A succession of visitors to welcome 
Count Lauvenheilm home, and to ask the 
particulars of his tour, crowded the re- 
maining hours of the day. Theodore saw 

L 4 
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a noble mob of stars,'- and prders, and, 
military decorations ; and stood silently 
speculating on the different modifications 
of human character, in different classes of 
Society, 

AU these meri held situations of high 
dignity or difficulty ; they were of course 
men of superior endowmeirts : but how 
different were they from the eccentric, 
forcible personages he' used to see,at the 
professor*s. Here, every person seeraed 
only desirous of resembling others;. and 
v^hat they said of original and profound^ 
was seid either so carelessly or so smoothly, 
ihat it might easüy pass unobserved : there^ 
each individual sought to start from the 
canvsyss in colöurs peculiar to hims^lf ; and 
conscious that all his value copsisted in his 
lulnd, laboured tö develope the strength or 
graces of that, without intermission, 

Theodore was interested in this observa- 
rion of character, and sensibly gratified by 
the generous care of his patron to bring 
lum into notice. Indeed the more he savr 
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of Count Lauvenheilm, the more it increas- 
ed his enthusiasm. If that charming cha- 
racter bad caught the contagion of artificiaL 
life, it retidered him more imeresting ; for 
how candidly did he avow error, and ho vT 
amiably did he seek to correct himself T 

, Theodore reealled with peculiar pkasur^- 
that glow of self-accüsation and shame with 
which the Count had ;*eplied to his remark 
about his favourite daughter L " Surely/*^ 
he ihought, as the professor rose to recoU 
lection, '^ such ;i Jieart as the Count^awill» 
neverfail me!** 

From this däy,.till the gay Tuesday, 
Gount Lauvenheilm opcasionally employed 
his young secretary, or took him about to 
the most note-worthy places in Göpenhagen 
and ka environs. He gav^ a d/nner, and 
was generally careful to conrince his Com- 
pany, that he considered his young pro-^ 
tege with as^much respect as regard. 

Kfappily for the Count's liberal wishes, 
fhere was in the manners and look of Theo-' 
dore. a modest dignity which repressed 

I* 5 
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insolence, >vhile it invlted kindness : never 
forgetting his own relative Situation, he did 
not oblige others to remember it for him j 
but respecting hlmself white he steadily 
attended to every usage instituted to evince 
respect to others, he avoided the appear- 
ance of servile attention to any. 

His natural seriousness and gentleness, 
kept him from those inequalities of manner 
\^hich are the great evil of vivacity. That 
agreeable quality can rarely be indulged in 
the presence of a superior ; and when we 
see it strongly checked, we fancy the per- 
son who thus checks it, is under humiliat- 

I * 

ing restraint. 

Theodore never reminded his friends, by 
any change of manner, that he was inferior 
to the nobler parts of their society : being 
familiär with few, he was peculiarly awed 
by none. , It was only in the bosom of real 
friendship that he unlocked his heart and 
his mind, that he threw open the very gates 
of his soul, and poured forth its treasures 
with prodigal liberalicy. 
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' This chara<:ter was admirably adapted to 
his present Situation ; and Count Lauven- 
heiim well knew how to place its noblest 
parts in the strongest light j its deficiences 
in the shade. 

At length the expected Tuesday arrived. 
The Count conveyed his secretary to Fre- 
dericsberg; and having secured him a 
place amongst some of his own acquaint-^ 
ance, left him to join the more splendid 
party in the saloon below.' 

Theodore could not fail to admire the 
taste and magzliiicence of the apartment : 
he was pleased with the agreeable coup d'oßil 
fprmed by the spectators: the rows of 
ladies gaily attired, and blooming with real 
or artificial beauty, resembled a parterre of 
flowers ; a whimsical fancy might, not un- 
aptly, have compared the gentlemen to 
hovering butterflies, 

Some seats distinguished from the rest, 
were left foi^the royal party: in a few 
minutes they entered. The party consisted 
of the Queen and the Princess, with the 

L 6 
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King^« brothers, and the hereditary Prince 
of - . 

As the last lUustrious peraonage, in the 
paraphernalia of ga)a attire^ was handing 
his bride elect to' her chair, so different a 
picture instantaneously arose befpre Theo- 
dore, that with difficulty he refrained from 
hughter. His Highness^ taking a lesson in 
cool^ing) crossed his Imagination, making 
the present pomp appear mockery, and 
his real Station that in which Theodore had 
first become familiär with him. 

How powerfbl are first impressions i and 
low dangeraus it is for the man, whom 
fortune has placed on the lughest pinnacle 
of elevated society, ever to descend from 
hl ' ^. 

After some music, so finely pqrformed 
Aat Theodore nearly forgot to hate it, the 
green and gold curtain was drawn aside» 
aad a scene of enchantment disciosed. 

All that art coi^lc^ invent ^and splendour 
«upply, to Tcpresent the interigV of a magic 
palace^ were hece coUected and arranged». 
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The tissues of India, the paintmgs ofltaly^, 
the statues of Greece, crowded the stage. 
Under a canopy, and upon a couch strewed 
with precious stones,*Jay a sleeping fig4jre,* 
covered wiih a transparent veil. At the 
sound of a* fhite breathed by some unseen 
performer, the lady started half up, and 
threw aside her veil; At one glance Theo- 
äore knew her' to be Countes* Anastasia. 

" Can any thing earthly be so beauti- 
ful ?" was his audible acclamation, For- 
tunately his low accents were lost in the 
general tumult of admiration. Colouring 
with shame, he looked again at Jthe bright 
wonder. Wbat exquisite beaufy! The, 
forms of thosö miracles of art, by which 
she was surrounded, were rivalied by the 
perfection of hers ; and the brightness of 
the gems that sparkled on her robes were 
oblrterated by the more brilüant colours of 
her Gomplexion. Her eyesl— how coülA 
bis bear their abundarit light ? She lifted 
one polished,arm to throw back her vdJ, 
Theodore thought be knew thac sm)wy arm* 
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again ; but as her Performance was limited 
to action, she did not speak, and his ear 
vainly thirsted for that thrilling voice which 
had xharmed him at the door of the villa. 

A slighted genius, by whose spells she 
was supposed to be bound, now appeared, 
and a scene of animated intreaty and repulse 
succeeded. The beautiful Anastasia moved 
with the dignity, but not the arrogance of 
aconscious beauty: every movement dis- 
played some new charrns : — if she smiled, 
that smile discovered teeth glittering from 
whiteness, and dimples vanishing like fairy 
viöions: if she frowned,the action only 
directed attention to the* exquisite arch of 
her penciled eye-brows. Whatever s}ie 
did, was graceful, because every line of 
her person was beauty. 

Theodore sat in motionless and speech- 
less admiration. It was a goddess — a 
creature of poetic fancy — - a celestial being, 
that he saw, — it was a something to stand 
and gaze at for life ! No longer did he 
"wonder at tbe enthusiasm of her falber, 

5 
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though he feit no present sympathy vvith 
the multitude of her lovers. 

" Yet if her spul be like her body ! if 
it bq half as perfect ! — and that voice 
too." ■— Theodore's eye, at that nioraent, 
caught a glance from the eye of Count 
Lauvenheilm below': the expression that 
followed on the face of each, proved that 
the one had watched; and the other ac- 
knowledged his admiration. 

Meanwhile, the little ballet proceeded. 
The fable was ingenioudy imagincd, and 
charmingly developed by a mixture of 
dialögue, song, dance, and action. Lost 
in wonder at the figure of Anastasia, 
Theodore understood nothing of the piece ; 
his eye followed her with admiring atten- 
tion, through every action, tili she retired 
suddenly, and a new scene commenced. 

A region of grove and, glade, was repre- 
sented, animated by a crowd of pastoral 
figures, 'adorned with flowers and ribbands. 
Theodore's heart sprang to the scene : his 
first pleasures, his first affections, were 



**■ 
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associated wirb rural objects, and the match- 
less Anastasia, vith her pomp of gold, 
gems, and beauty, was for the instant for- 
gotten. 

As he bent forward to look at the charm- 
ing fandscape, the pastoral gröupe diyided^ 
and a young shepherdess appeared, bash- 
fuUy advancing . alone« Her Arcadian 
beauty had been left to itself: a crook 
twisted with flowers, and a garland of pinks 
mixed with her soft black hair, were htr 
only ornaraents. A skirt and boddice of 
spotless lawn, " laced from the füll bosom to 
the slender waist/' shewed the fine undula- 
tion of a figure wbere youth*s loveliest 
forms yet wore their first roundness. She 
raised her starry eyes, and timidly directing 
them round, a glow of confusion heightened 
their beauty, by deepening the celestial red 
of her cheeks and lips. She essayed to 
^eak, bat the sounds died ere half formed : 
the vain attempt only called forth a deeper 
blush. 

Somethmg more than beauty now moved; 
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the whole soul of Theodore. That blush^ 
thöse lovely downcast eyes, and that youth*- 
ful shape, raised an emotion, which the 
plenitude and splendour of Anastasia's^ 
charms häd failed to excite. He hung 
upon the faltering Steps of the bashful shep- 
herdess, with an interest that he had never 
feit before. As soft and lovely as the 
flowers she wore, who could this fair crea- 
ture be ! 

• She spoke, and with a thrill of joy, Theo« 
dore discovered her to be the youngest 
daughter of Count Lauvenheilm. That 
voice was the voice he had attributed to 
her peerless sister. 

The delight with which he now contem- 
plated her,, was quickly changed into pain ; 
for as she proceeded in her speech, her 
xpemory lost itself in increasing confusion : 
blushes succeeded to blushes ; and her 
heart throbbed visibly through her sHght 
boddice. Hesitating, faltering, trembling, 
she looked towards her father, with an air 
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of distress, then suddenly stopping, and 
averting her face, burst into tears. 

The whole audience rose from their seats 
at this painful sight. Count Lauvenheilm, . 
uttering a hasty word to the Queen, as if 
begging permission to go to his daughter, 
jumped upon the stage, and throwing one 
arm round EUesif, carried her away. ^ 

A mixed murmur of censure and of 
pity .foUowed their departure : some mi- 
nutes elapsed,' during which the ballet was 
suspendedj but on Count Lauyenheilm's , 
return to the Company, with an apology for 
his daughter's timidity, and a pethion for 
leave to resign her post, the" Queen gra- 
ciously granted the reque&t j and some other 
lady taking the character, the piece pro- 
ceeded. 

Again Countess Anastasla appeared, and 
ag^in Theodore acknowledged that *' never 
morlal mixture. of earth*s mould*' was so . 
divinely perfect. But his thoughts no Ion- . 
ger foUowed his eyes ; they were with the 
modesc weeping Eilisif, and as he looked , 
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towards Count Lauvenheilm, he could per- 
ceive, by the seriousness of his aspect, that 
his thoughts also were with her. 

When the curtain dropt, and the depar- 
ture of the royal party released the Count, 
he hastene'd to meet Theodore, " I am 
so distressed for my poor foolish EUisif,'* 
he Said, " she.will remember this uncom- 
fortable incident long after every body eise 
has forgotten it. I must stay and support 
her through the supper, so you will have 
the goodness to feturn without me. ^ I be- 
Heve I shall be able to bring my daughters 
back; I commission you, therefore, to teil 
the servants so, that they may have their 
rooms ready.** Without staying for reply, 
the Cöunt beckoned an attendant to call 
his carriage for Theodore, then hastened^to 
join the court. 

Theodore's soHtary drive seemed acconi- 
plished in a moment : so» agreeable had 
been his reveries, that he was unconscious 
of the tinie they occupied. ' Yet, what did 
these reveries consist of ? Little more than 
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a repetition of the scenes he had just wit- 
nessed, and attempts to recolleet all that 
Count Lauvenheilm had for^ierly spokea 
of his daughters. 

A . vague pleasure, a Sensation that he 
neither analyzed nor aecounted for, waa 
difFused through the whole of hi& ideas and^ 
feeh'ngs : he got out of the carriage, §tiH 
entranced in the recent past^ and had aU 
ready gone half way towards his own chani* 
ber^ before he recoUected to repeat Count 
Lauvenheilm's order. 

After giving the servants their inStruc-^ 
tiofis, he retired to bed, where never before, 
had dreams so s^ett vioited his sleepiBg 
souL . 

At breakfast, Theodore saw no one but 
the Count and a French marquise, who 
resided in the house as a sort of chaperone 
for the young ladieö. He was told that 
both the Countesses were too much fa* 
tigued with the exhibition of the preceding 
night, to rise so eafly ; and so much was 
he amused by the indefatigable chat of 
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Madame Sauveur, and so interested bythe 
discourse of his'patron^ that he scarcely 
regretted the absence of the fair sisters. 

Count Lauvenheilm talked over the en* 
tertainment of the night before with his 
usual play of wit ; but when he spoke of 
his daughter's unlacky desertion of me- 
mory, his gaiety left him, and he lamented 
the accident with a seriousness that sur- 
prized Theodore. 

What could be so natural, he said, as 
this perturbation anxl confusjon ; nay, what 
could be^ so amiably becoming as the ti- 
midity it proved ? What then tvas there 
to regret beyond the pain it had caused 
herseif ? 

'^ The ridicule it will excite," observed 
the Count, ** that is one of the world's ' 
weapons, whose existence of course you 
know, but of the power of which I conclude 
you are ignorant:*' 

** I can assure your lordship/' replied 
Theodore, *' it would never do more than 
ent^rtain me, if unfairly l^velled at myself j 
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but if levelled at Countess Ellisif, — at a 
daughter of yours, my lord, I fear it would 
provüke me/' 

" That heart of yours is füll of sound 
philosophy/' observed the Count ; " I -wish 
to God you niay be able to prcserve it, 
when you have Hved as long in the world 
as I have done. So you pardon me for 
talking so much of Anastasia ! Pi*ay how 
did you feel when you first saw her ?" 

" I can scarcely describe what I feit," 
replied Theodore ; " it was something like 
my emotion the first time I saw the suh 
rise at sea — astonishitient, rapture, almost 



awe/* 



Count Lauvenheiira tiughed. *' Vastly 
well described after all, Guevara : and what 
did you think of Ellesif ? she is handsome 
also r 

" She seems very amiable.'* 

" Why that h^sitation ?'* asked the^ 
Count, sportively, " and you lay such a 
stress/upon very amiablf^ that I fear you see 
Bo beauty in her. Perhaps, I think her 
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prettier than she is, becaüse she resembles 
her mother. However, she is, as you say> 
very amiable/' 

The Count rose as he spoke, and request- 
ing Theodore to permit him to go with him 
to his apartments, they left the room toge- 
ther. *^ Now we speak of business," said 
he, as they entered Theodore's little "study. 
Giving him a parcel of letters, he proceeded 
to explain the matter, and the Stile of the 
various answers they required. Many of 
their subjects were solely matters of general 
interest ; but a few were of a more private 
nature, and some were from persons in the 
suite of the King at Berlin, One letter the 
Count took from the bündle, saying, he must 
answer that himself : it was from the King. 
His Majesty had distinguished him- by the 
command of sending information of all that 
passed at court ; and Count Lauvenheilm 
was so perfect in the agreeable art of em- 
bellishing trifles^ and softening faults, that 
Frederick could not have raade a happier 
choice. 
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' State business required the Coimt's at- 
tendance^at the Council. Theodore evt- 
' dently saw that much serious matter occupied 
his mind. " I am now going to town/* 
Said the Count, " you will not see me 
again tili dinner, and if I am detained bs« 
yond that hour, I must get Madame Sauveur 
to prescnt you to my daughters. By the 
way, I have never asked you if you are out 
of money. You will find a thousand 
-wants here, that you had not in Norway ; 
therefore, pray let me anticipate our arrange- 
ment for the year." 

He put a purse into Theodore's hand as 

> 

he spoke, and was güding away, when the 
tremor of the hand that detained his, and 
the amiable confusion of Theodore's looks, 
stayed hiff departure. 

** Why that painful glow, my dear Gue- 
vara ?" he asked. '* 1 hope yon have too 
much regard for me, to consider this in any 
otlier way than you would if it were done 
by the good old man at Aardal/* 

There are some fortunate persons so 
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formed tö inspire love, that the very friend- 
ships they exdte, partakes of that nq>turou$ 
sentiment: Count Lauvenheilm was thus 
happily endowed» At the expresdon of 
*' My dear Guevara/* now used by him 
for the first time, Theodore's agitated löoks 
sfaewed that his impulse was to throw him- 
seif at the Count's feet t but ever in the 
habit of sUencing the expression of his sen« 
sibiUty» he checked himself, and &ultered 
out a few words of thanks and reluctance» 

** If you knew the comfort you are to 
me/' Said the Count, ^^ the assastance that 
I fbresee I shali derive from your adinira« 
ble talents and mdustry, you would find the 
Obligation is all on my side. Surely, you 
like me well enoügh to let me do all I caa 
to prove this !'* 

" Oh, my Lord,^ replied Theodore, 
** could you see my heart, you would in 
your tum leave me the delight of paying you 
voluntary Service. What would ,be my 
joy if I might devote myself to you, with 
the consciousness of doing it freely ?'^ 

VOL. !• M 
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<< And do you not dp k freely» my dear 
Giiarsura ?'' asked the €o\mt, with redou- 
Med ki&dness ; <' I know you de. Come^ 
come^ this fastidbus delicacy must be got 
nd of* Social life^s a chain of pbligatioBs ; 
we are all obliged oae way or another : -— 
I tQ ray king, that I may senre you ; — you 
to me, that you may serve somebody 

•' Iii4^9 you are rights my Lord," an- 
swered Theodore i (and respect only kept 
htm from using the epithet the Count had 
l^ipjied to him») ^ I shouki be tempted still 
lo ^rtiggle against your goodness, were ä 
liot for anotber's sake." 

^ That other is not some pretty girl at 
Jbaaridlf. 1 hope,'' said the Count, rather 
gaily. 

This was one of those rare moment^ in 
irhictr the fulhiess of Theodore^s heart barst 
its llood-gates : he could not reast the op- 
portunity of avowing his connection with 
Heinreich Dofre^tom j and he did so^ with« 
out ment^>mng the High Admiral. 
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Count Lauvenhdlm listened tothehur« 
Tied detail, withthe caha attendoa of one 
who knows himself in possession of the 
means to relieve tfae distress he listens to» 
Theodore left every thing untold that cpuld 
confer honour upon himself ; but the Couat 
had Penetration to discover that something 
of that sort was left untold. He was 
touched by the coaduct of Theodore: it 
was evident the young man had staid in ob« 
scurity while he believed it the surest way 
of aiding Dofrestom in his attempt to dis» 
Charge the debts of his prodigal ; and had 
left it when a quicker path to the same ead 
was opened before him. 

** Now we understand «ach other com- 

pletely/' said the Count, ^^ let us come to 
an aimcable compromise. I will let you 
have your way, if you will let me have 
mine : this party*wall of salary and service 
shall be thrown down ; but upon these con- 
didons,— I take upon me to cancel this un- 
fortunate young man's debts-— not a word 
of Opposition — and you shall never hear 

u 2 
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another seatence iroin me on the subject of 
inconie. The people who serve me with 
those fifty thousand trifles one wants every 
day for covering, convenience, &c. shall 
have my orders to receive yours ; and all 
that you will then be forced to do with that 
horrible monster Money^ will be to keep the 
purse I have just given you for accidental 
expences. Now from thia momeut the sub- 
ject is ended between us." 

" O, my Lord !'* exclaimed Theodore, 
f^ how.am I to repress the gratitude» affec« 
tion, enthusiasm, which ~— respect feebly 
opposes the expression of so maay feet 

** Aflfectiop includps every thing. that I 
want^ Guevara/* said the Gount, " You 
must have the goodness to give me a me- 
morandum of the yoüng man's creditors, 
and to-morrow you may write and teil his 
father they are all silenced/' 

*' You were bom to be a sovereign, my 
X>ord/' ezclaimed Theodore. A look of 
transport lightened from tbe face of the 
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Count : Theodore had touched the master- 
spring of his soul. " Be those words pro- 
phetic !" he almost replied j but, abruptly 
checking himself, he squeezed his protege's 
hand with a force that surprised while it 
flattered him. 

Lauvenheiltn recovered froni his strong 
emotion with a winoing smile, " You for- 
get,*' he said, ** that I am only paying my 
own debts and those of the prince, for two 
weeks of lavish hospitality and unwearied at« 
tenüon. Although that good man at Aardal 
refused accepdng any equivalent when we 
left him, I came away determined to find 
out some mode of obliging him in return.** 

The Count had not, however, quitted 
Aardal without liberaliy rewarding the small 
houshold of Dofrestom ; and the Prince, at 
his Suggestion, had left in his apartment a 
small purse of gold ducats, addressied to 
Catherine. 

Theodore was already provided with the 
list of Heinreich's creditors: Dofrestom's 
pains had mach diminished the magnitude 



246 THE RECLUfiK OF KORWAY. 

of their claims ; and though the sum total 
was really great^ to a man of Count Lau- 
venheilm's fortune it seemed a trifle. Hav« 
ing obtained the list^ he bade Theodore 
farewell for the morning. Neither of them 
had o;nce mentioned the Admiral or Ste- 
phanie : by the improper person witb whpm 
Heinreich had eloped, the Count under- 
stood who vrns meant ; and he clearly saw, 
by Theodore's fluctuating colour while he 
spoke of that person, that he knew the 
worthless protector had been his brother- 
in-law/ 

Theodore was no sooner left alone, than 
he hastened to communicate to his beloved 
firiends at Aardal, not only the particulars 
of his present residence, but the details of 
this interesting möming; adding to such 
joyful cömmunication the assurance that he 
would write the same to Heinreich, and 
xnake it his business to get the letter con« 
veyed by some one that would deliver it 
faimself« 

^^ Perhaps (he thought) were poor Heia- 
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reich conscious that no claims'exist against 
against him, he might return. Surely it is 
impossible for him to continue long attached 
to so depraved a woman : the recoUection 
of his dear old father must pierce him with 
reraorse/* 

Having relieved his heart of its delightful 
weight of gratitude, by elpquently dwelling 
on the character of him who had thus loaded 
it with benefits, he turned, füll of that 
sweet serenity-which belongs to true happi- 
nessy to the execution of his task for the 
day. 
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ERRATA. 

The Reader is earaestly requestecii to correct the 
difierent errocs, firom die errata, before penual of the 
W6tk: — 



Page I. For <* wfld beasts alone*' read ** wild beasts only«** 
z, Fol •' »dvol objects** read ** rural objccts.'* 

4, For ** manly people" read " active people.** 

5. For ** groan for his native land*' read ** jeam, &c.*' 
47. For '* what is your honour ?*' read ^ what is your power?" 
77. For« mostly all" read « nearly all." 

S3. For " Fardangerfialle? read ^ Hardanger.fiaUe.** 

91. and wherever eise the oame occurs, for ** CouBt 

Gulderlieu" read <* Count Guldenlieu." 
xox. and throughout, for ** Staphania Richeman" read 

<* Stephanie Richemar." 
1x7. For ** continued harmless" read ■* continued blame- 

less," 
15». For " a careless cough** read «* careless laugh." 
169. For " contrive to draw" read *« continue to draw.** 
175. For « du Rambouillet** read ** de, &c " 
x8o. For «« Glomma'* read « Glömme,** 
185. Fqr «< amaie nian&ind'* read " amuse mankind.** 
2%S. For <* geoerally careful** read <* generously carefiiL* 
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